
John 10 

New King James Version (NKJV) 

Jesus is the True Shepherd - (JEHOVAH-RAAH -- THE LORD MY SHEPHERD -- sounds 
like -- yeh-ho-vaw' raw-aw') 

 
Ps 100 

 
Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. 
2 Serve the LORD with gladness: 
come before his presence with singing. 
3 Know ye that the LORD he is God: 
it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; 

we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, 

and into his courts with praise: 

be thankful unto him, and bless his name. 
5 For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; 

and his truth endureth to all generations.  Psalm 100 

We believers are now also His people and the sheep of His pasture, yet we do not 
replace Israel, we are a new entity with Jewish believers, the church. 

Before we start John 10, I think I will read Ezekiel 34, if any one wants to turn there and 
read along, I am going to read from KJV.  I’d like to point out right now that the sheep 

are identified here as Israel, the flock, which is His flock.  And the shepherds of Israel 
are the rulers and leaders of Israel.  They were supposed to feed and take care of His 

sheep, but He was going to take that away from the wicked servants, (I see these 
shepherds as the builders that rejected the Stone) and He will give it over to the faithful 

servants (think on His disciples and Jesus asking Peter if He loved Him, to feed and tend 
His sheep).  When you hear this chapter in Ezekiel, think on our Good Shepherd, and all 

the things He lovingly showed all men.  We will see what these leaders did not do for His 
flock what the true Shepherd would do to make right.  This prophecy likely spoke to that 

present day, prophecy partially fulfilling the scattering to Assyria and Babylon, and 
several future tenses, which I won’t get into today.  This is just to foreshadow John 10 a 

little in one of the future tenses.  Jesus has yet to gather the remnant of His flock Israel, 
and He will again gather them to the Land, the elect will be gathered from the four 

corners of the earth, and the entirety of land will be given to them. 

When people hear the truth, they have a choice.  They can suppress the truth in 

unrighteousness, stop up their ears and refuse to listen as the rulers did to Stephen in 
Acts 7, or they can believe the truth.   

34 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2 Son of man, prophesy against the 

shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the 

shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the 

shepherds feed the flocks?  



3 Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed: but ye feed 

not the flock.  

4 The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was sick, 

neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that 

which was driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost; but with force 

and with cruelty have ye ruled them.  

5 And they were scattered, because there is no shepherd: and they became meat to all 

the beasts of the field, when they were scattered. 

6 My sheep wandered through all the mountains, and upon every high hill: yea, my 

flock was scattered upon all the face of the earth, and none did search or seek after 

them. 

7 Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD; 8 As I live, saith the Lord GOD, 

surely because my flock (Israel) became a prey, and my flock became meat to every 

beast of the field, because there was no shepherd, neither did my shepherds search for 

my flock, but the shepherds fed themselves, and fed not my flock; 9 therefore, O ye 

shepherds, hear the word of the LORD; (notice all the I WILL statements) 

10 Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against the shepherds; and I will require 

my flock at their hand, and cause them to cease from feeding the flock; neither shall 

the shepherds feed themselves any more; for I will deliver my flock from their mouth, 

that they may not be meat for them. 

Now these verses are speaking of the future true Shepherd, the Good Shepherd. 

11 For thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep, and seek 

them out.  

12 As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that 

are scattered; so will I seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places 

where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day.  

13 And I will bring them out from the people, and gather them from the countries, and 

will bring them to their own land, and feed them upon the mountains of Israel by the 

rivers, and in all the inhabited places of the country.  

14 I will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high mountains of Israel shall their 

fold be: there shall they lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed upon the 

mountains of Israel.  

15 I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord GOD. (Pretty 

much sounds like Psalm 23 doesn’t it?) 



16 I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and will 

bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that which was sick: but I will 

destroy the fat and the strong; I will feed them with judgment. 

JUDGEMENT – this portion is cross referenced to the sheep and goat judgment seen in Matt 25 

17 And as for you, O my flock, thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I judge between cattle 

and cattle, between the rams and the he goats.  

18 Seemeth it a small thing unto you to have eaten up the good pasture, but ye must 

tread down with your feet the residue of your pastures? and to have drunk of the deep 

waters, but ye must foul the residue with your feet?  

19 And as for my flock, they eat that which ye have trodden with your feet; and they 

drink that which ye have fouled with your feet. 

20 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD unto them; Behold, I, even I, will judge between 

the fat cattle and between the lean cattle. 21 Because ye have thrust with side and with 

shoulder, and pushed all the diseased with your horns, till ye have scattered them 

abroad; 22 therefore will I save my flock, and they shall no more be a prey; and I will 

judge between cattle and cattle.  

23 And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant 

David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd.  

24 And I the LORD will be their God, and my servant David a prince among them; I 

the LORD have spoken it.  

Millennial Kingdom 

25 And I will make with them a covenant of peace, and will cause the evil beasts to 

cease out of the land: and they shall dwell safely in the wilderness, and sleep in the 

woods.  

26 And I will make them and the places round about my hill a blessing; and I will cause 

the shower to come down in his season; there shall be showers of blessing.  

27 And the tree of the field shall yield her fruit, and the earth shall yield her increase, 

and they shall be safe in their land, and shall know that I am the LORD, when I have 

broken the bands of their yoke, and delivered them out of the hand of those that served 

themselves of them.  

28 And they shall no more be a prey to the heathen, neither shall the beast of the land 

devour them; but they shall dwell safely, and none shall make them afraid.  

29 And I will raise up for them a plant of renown, and they shall be no more consumed 

with hunger in the land, neither bear the shame of the heathen any more.  



30 Thus shall they know that I the LORD their God am with them, and that they, even the 

house of Israel, are my people, saith the Lord GOD.  

31 And ye my flock, the flock of my pasture, are men, and I am your God, saith the 

Lord GOD. 

So as we read this, we look at the sheep and the flock as Israel being spoken to mainly.  

The ministry of Jesus was mainly spoken to the Lost Sheep of the House of Israel. 

Do we find application in the gospels to us? Of course, we see plenty of ‘whosoevers’, ‘ 
world ‘ ‘all men’, ‘every man’ and we know we will find here in John 10 we are now part 

of the flock by believing who Jesus is, who He told the blind man He was. But as Jesus 
spoke these words, we need to distinguish which fold is first being spoken to.  There are 

several “I AM” statements in John 10, actually 2 meanings, but repeated a few times.  
Remember now, Jesus has done a miracle they had never seen.  He identified Himself to 

the blind man as the Son of God and accepted worship.  And the Pharisees are right 
there to see and hear it and should have known Him by the prophesied miracles.   

So let’s have the first person read John 9:39-41 thru 10:1 
 
 

39 And Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, THAT those who do 
not see may see, and that those who see may be made blind.” 

40 Then some of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these words, and said to 
Him, “Are we blind also?” 

41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you say, 

‘We see.’ Therefore your sin remains. 

10 (Verily verily) “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the 

sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a 
robber.  

Ez 34, the shepherds are going to have their jobs taken away from them.  Here we have 

another verily verily statement. Some say these are the other religious ways people try 
to climb up by.  Since He is speaking to the Pharisees, likely this is about them as well, 

and the thief or robber described here who is behind them, is Satan.  We know that any 
other way comes from the father of all lies.  The thief and the robber are both singular. 

So likely this references Satan most of all, and him subtly deceiving people into coming 

up another way.  And a warning to these who think they can enter in by their own 
righteousness and the law.  There is only one way, Jesus.  So let’s see how Jesus 

identifies Himself. 

2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 

3 To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep 

by name and leads them out.  



Cross reference to Is 43:1  

But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, 

and he that formed thee, O Israel, 
Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, 

I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. 

4 And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow 

him, for they know his voice. 

 5 Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not 
know the voice of strangers.”   

6 Jesus used this illustration, but they did not understand the things which He spoke to 

them.  

 

The blind man is one of Jesus’ sheep, he heard His words and believed. So Jesus is 

contrasting men with sheep, using an illustration of what sheep do with their 
Shepherd.  And I believe it’s in defense of the blind man not following the 

Pharisees lead to condemn Jesus.  This does not mean a sheep cannot be 

deceived, we see plenty of places in Scripture where believers are warned to not 
be deceived, fooled, led away with error etc. (2 Cor 11:3-4, Gal 1:6-9, 1 Tim 4:1-

3, 2 Pet 2:1-3; 1 John 4:1-3).  We are of Him.  

7 Then Jesus said to them again, “Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the 
sheep.  

8 All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear 
them.    

Obviously this speaks to the false teachers, likely part of the listening crowd of Pharisees 

who were strangers who did not speak with His voice of truth.  And most especially I 
believe He is referring to the once blind man here, as he says the ‘sheep did not hear 

them’. 

Jer 23:1-3 

1 Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith 

the LORD. 2 Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that 
feed my people; Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not 

visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith 
the LORD. 3 And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither I 

have driven them, and will bring them again to their folds; and they shall be 
fruitful and increase.   Jer 23:1-3 

9 I am the door (gate). If anyone enters BY Me, he will be saved, and will go in and 
out and find pasture. 



10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that 

they may have LIFE, and that they may have it more abundantly. 

 

Jesus is identified as the door, He is the strait gate spoken of in Matt 7.  Jesus is the 
narrow way to enter.  If ANYONE enters By Him alone, what happens besides being 

given eternal life? 1) go in and out and find pasture  2) Have life more abundantly. 

This can refer to our life here, but if we think a little on the order, the LIFE in view is 

eternal life.  In this life, there is no doubt when we know Him, we are filled with good 
things.  But is our physical life more abundant?  Many of the prosperity people use this 

to suggest those that don’t have good health or wealth are not having abundant life.  We 
certainly know by plenty of other verses, as one of His, we will be hated, reviled, 

persecuted, mocked, scorned.  I believe this speaks of our eternity.  Which begins at the 
millennial kingdom – going in and out and finding pasture  

Ps 118:19-24 
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness; 

I will go through them, 

And I will praise the LORD. 
20 This is the gate of the LORD, 

Through which the righteous shall enter. 
21 I will praise You, 

For You have answered me, 

And have become my salvation. 
22 The stone which the builders rejected 

Has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 This was the LORD’s doing; 

It is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day the LORD has made; 

We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

Ps 118:19-24 

We see the way to the Father, and we see the condition.  We know belief upon Jesus as 

the only way to enter and that is how we are saved. 

John 14:6 

 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His LIFE for the sheep.  



12 But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the 

wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters 
them.  

13 The hireling flees because he is a hireling and does not care about the sheep.  

14 I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own. 

Keep this verse in mind for Matt 7, for those who accuse you of maybe not being His.  
Remember, He tells those false prophets that He never KNEW them.  He knows His 

sheep, and we know Him. 

15 As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My LIFE for the 
sheep. (Jesus is inasmuch letting the Pharisees know that He is the Lord, the Shepherd 

of Psalm 23).  

16 And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they 

will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.  

(This is a Prophecy, one we read last week about Shiloh: To Him shall be the 
gathering of the people be. Gen 49:10) 

Now we are being spoken of.  The ‘other sheep’ are the Gentiles, Remember 
again, we know Jesus loved the Gentiles, and praised them for their faith, and 

planned to include them in the promises from the beginning, starting at Gen 3:15 
and also the promise to Gentile Chaldean Abraham in Gen 12:3 (see 11:29). But 

we know there was an order in which the promises would come through Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob.   

Gentiles throughout time believed, Abel is one that people don’t even consider was 
a Gentile, how about Noah? Most of us didn’t think of Abraham and Isaac not 

being Jewish. What about Rahab, Tamar, Ruth, Bathsheba, Nebuchadnezzar, I 
believe King Darius, (Sounds like dare-ye-yah-vesh) etc.   

There is a future plan for the rest of the scattered flock of Israel, those who have 

not bowed the knee to Ba’al, and that will come to believe in Him in the end.  
There are 3 peoples, the Jews, the Gentiles and then the Church of God.  We know 

there will be still in the end, both Jews and Gentiles who will believe and become 
of this one flock. 

17 “Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My LIFE that I may take it again.  

18 No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and 
I have power to take it again. This command I have received from My Father.” 

John 15:13 

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 



1 Cor 15:3-4 

For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died 

for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 and that he was buried, and that he rose 
again the third day according to the scriptures: 

In vs. 11, 15, 17 & 18, Jesus says five times He gives His life or lays down His life for us.  

This is a really good verse in 18 to include with the gospel, that Jesus laid down His life 

in great love, and He took it up again which proves His Deity.  Only God has the power 
to give life, and only Jesus as God, could take His life back up again. 

19 Therefore there was a division again among the Jews because of these sayings.  

20 And many of them said, “He has a demon and is mad. Why do you listen to Him?” 

21 Others said, “These are not the words of one who has a demon. Can a demon open 
the eyes of the blind?” 

22 Now it was the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem, and it was winter.  

(Festival of Lights or Chanukah (Hanukkah) – Jesus went there. he didn’t put a post on 
His Facebook saying, you know I don’t celebrate the Feast of Dedication, it wasn’t an 

official feast so it’s pagan.  So please unfriend me if you are going to send me Happy 
Chanukah greetings  )  Chanukah is an 8 day celebration of the deliverance of the 

people from Antiochus Ephiphanes.  He was a type of antichrist, he defiled the temple in 
168 BC.  They re-dedicated the temple in 165 BC.  The fact that Jesus went into the 

temple and in John there is no condemnation of this holiday is interesting to say the 
least, for lawkeepers who insist only certain holidays are ever to be enjoyed if our 

conscience permits it.    
 

23 And Jesus walked in the temple, in Solomon’s porch.  

24 Then the Jews surrounded Him and said to Him, “How long do You keep us in doubt? 
If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 

25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not BELIEVE. The works that I do in 
My Father’s name, they bear witness of Me.  

26 But you do not BELIEVE, because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you.[b]  

27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.  

He tells them plainly, yet they do not believe neither His Word or the testimony of 
His works.  This does not mean that these men will never believe.  It is likely Paul 

was present at a lot of these confrontations because of His position.  So it is that 
they do not yet believe, and we do not know which ones did later.  This is a 

passage Calvinist’s twist to say they cannot believe because God didn’t make them 
one of His Sheep.  They also say that this proves who are really His, those who are 
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dedicated followers of Jesus.  This passage shows clearly why these Pharisees are 

not of His sheep.  It is because they DO NOT BELIEVE.  It is not because they 
cannot believe.  They have refused repeatedly to believe the works that He has 

shown them, that testify of Him.  Revelation 1 tells us that John came to bear 
record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things 

that he saw.   Hear and follow is figurative language of believing upon Him as our 
Savior.  Jesus has already identified it as an illustration. 

28 And I give them ETERNAL LIFE, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone 

snatch them out of My hand.  

29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to 

snatch them out of My Father’s hand.  

30 I and My Father are one.” 

Many people unfortunately add to this passage.  Believers are given eternal life.  It is a 

PROMISE that God swore by Himself, a promise to Jesus Christ the Seed (Gal 3).  Others 
will say things like “but you can walk away”, or “you can jump out of His hand”, or one 

even said, “you can sin your way out of His hand”.  There is absolutely zero support here 
for them to say this.   Both Arminians and Calvinists use this to prove perseverance 

saying that if one really believed, they’d be persevering in discipleship, or not ‘practicing 
sin’. But then Jesus would have not been telling the truth when He said we would NEVER 

perish.  Because the enemy would assault us with reasons to stop believing, to jump 
out, to walk away, etc.    Then Satan would win, Jesus would in fact lose to the enemy’s 

temptations of human’s weaknesses, if we could lose our salvation, that means Satan 
could take it.  Only Jesus gives life, Satan cannot cause us to lose it, only to doubt it.  

Jesus said we shall NEVER PERISH.  Keep that in mind.  He gave us ETERNAL LIFE and 
we shall NEVER PERISH.   He keeps us, we don’t keep ourselves.   

31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone Him.  

32 Jesus answered them, “Many good works I have shown you from My Father. For which 
of those works do you stone Me?” 

33 The Jews answered Him, saying, “For a good work we do not stone You, but for 
blasphemy, and because You, being a Man, make Yourself God.” 

34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your law, ‘I said, “You are gods”’?[c]    

(Jesus is quoting Ps 82:1 which speaks to (judges, rulers – when speaking of men, it can 
also speak to angels, or the true God.  In this case, these men were to be the judges 

and rulers of Israel and were to be righteous judges, good Shepherds, to whom God had 
committed the oracles to – see Rom 3:1-2, Rom 9:1-3) 

35 If He called them gods, to whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be 

broken), 36 do you say of Him whom the Father sanctified(Jehovah Mekoddishkem (The Lord Who 

Sanctifies You) and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the SON 

OF GOD’?  
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37 If I do not do the works of My Father, do not BELIEVE Me; 38 but if I do, though you 

do not BELIEVE Me, BELIEVE the works, that you may know and BELIEVE[d] that the 
Father is IN ME, and I IN HIM.”  

39 Therefore they sought again to seize Him, but He escaped out of their hand. 

40 And He went away again beyond the Jordan to the place where John was baptizing at 

first, and there He stayed.  

41 Then many came to Him and said, “John performed no sign, but all the things that 

John spoke about this Man were true.”  

42 And many BELIEVED IN HIM there. 

Kristen and I were talking to an atheist man on FB.  And my friend Jack Weaver used to 

be an atheist.  What atheists know of the Bible is based on seeming contradictions and 
things that don’t seem to line up with so-called science.  But the works of Christ, the 

miracles, the prophecies fulfilled, this is evidence -- this is not some sort of fairy tale we 
believe in.  Yes, we walk by faith not by sight.  But there is evidence in the Word and 

how it came to be -- in the prophecies, in the miracles, in the resurrection -- and this is 
why men have tried to deny these things from the beginning. 

Footnotes: 

a. John 10:8 M-Text omits before Me. 
b. John 10:26 NU-Text omits as I said to you. 
c. John 10:34 Psalm 82:6 
d. John 10:38 NU-Text reads understand. 
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