
John 11 

New King James Version (NKJV) 

In this chapter, we are going to see another very important ‘I am’ statement along with 

a miracle that is also foreshadowing the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

The Death of Lazarus 

11 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister 

Martha.  

2 It was that Mary who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped His feet with her 

hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.  

(I am not going to go into the different accounts of the woman in this chapter, because 
the next chapter we will cover it.  But in Luke 10, we see Mary sitting at His feet, as a 

disciple would, and a woman in that society should not, yet Jesus commended her.  She 
takes down her hair in front of Jesus, which would make her head uncovered, but He 

does not chastise her for uncovering her head.) 

3 Therefore the sisters sent to Him, saying, “Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick.” 

4 When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of 

God, that the SON OF GOD may be glorified through it.”   

Now Jesus knew of course that Lazarus would die, but He also knew the purpose 

here.  The word for love of Lazarus is phileo as in like some say. It is actually, ‘to 
love’, ‘to like’, ‘to treat affectionately’.   In the next verse, the word for love is 

different, (Sounds like Aw-Gah-Paw-Oh) Agapao is the word used here, and some 
make a distinction, but this is more stylistic* writing as it goes from phileo to 

agapao for them all.   This is the same thing that happens in John 21 when Jesus 
speaks of loving Him and feeding and tending His sheep.  

*(Just a literary style of writing) 

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.  

6 So, when He heard that he was sick, He stayed two more days in the place where He 
was.  

You know one would question a normal person staying a couple more days when 
someone they love is dying and they know they can do something about it, but of 

course we know Jesus does everything for a purpose.  We don’t know the purpose, 
but in white space theology we can surmise it may be so that everyone is very 

sure he has not been somehow in the tomb not really dead and this miracle cannot 
possibly be questioned. 



7 Then after this (the two days) He said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 

8 The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, lately the Jews sought to stone You, and are You 

going there again?” 

It’s kind of amusing, the disciples remind me of any of us.  Sometimes we ask 
funny questions that are meant well, but likely unnecessary.  As if the Lord didn’t 

know they just tried to stone him again. The disciples are asking in shock likely,  

“Did you forget Lord, they just tried to kill you there?” 

9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he 
does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world.  

10 But if one walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.”  

What does Jesus mean here?  Is it a suggestion that they do things in the open, to 
not be afraid to do everything in the light?  Is it that they don’t need to fear, because as 

the Word reminds us, greater is He that is in us, than he that is in the world?  So a ‘trust 
me’ clause, follow me and you won’t stumble? 

Is this a contrast between believers and unbelievers?  This is one of those difficult 

passages that as you go along in your study you can try to parse (analyze) out, but if 

you can’t quite come up with an answer after studying, we can rest and leave it in His 
hands to show us another time as we pray for understanding.   

We should always look at all passages with two things in mind.  One is that salvation is 

permanent.  Two is that performance is not how we judge salvation, but by belief of the 
testimony God gave of His Son we can know we have eternal life (1 John 5:9-13).  

Then of course we always ask, the five ‘W’s’ and the How, along with questions like, 
what kind of salvation is in view here, etc.  So if we have that in mind, we can do a little 

better on understanding the difficult passages. 

One commentator sees it one way. (I am not quite sure I see it the same way) still 

wondering at the moment.  I would like to present both views for your consideration.  
The first is that vs. 10, speaking of the one who ‘walks in the night’, can refer to both 

believers and non-believers who are not obediently following Christ, and the citation is 1 
John 1:5-10.  Surely in other passages we see believers can walk in darkness, and not 

walk in the Spirit, or can grieve the Spirit.  Although it is clear this is believers addressed 
here, it says ‘if one’ which translates to anyone, and ends with the reason they stumble 

being because the ‘light is not in him’ sounds as if they are unbelievers.  This is not the 
viewpoint of the first commentator.  The translation in NASB and NKJV is the same, but 

in KJV it says, ‘because there is NO light in him’.   Phos (light) is the same word used for 
Jesus in John 1.  

1 Jn 1:5-10 is spoken to believers and has a three-fold purpose stated in the beginning 
for the reason it is written; that we would have fellowship with God and other believers, 

and that our joy would be full. 



This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God 
is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, 

and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: 7 but if we walk in the light, as he is 
in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his 

Son cleanseth us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 

us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.  1 John 1:5-10 

So the first viewpoint in summation is that when we walk in darkness as believers, we are 

not doing the truth, but a remedy is instantly given, that if we will walk in the light we will 
have fellowship with one another.  We already have eternal sanctification, which is total 

forgiveness and cleansing of all sin past, present and future in the new man (we see this in 
1 John 3:9, Heb 10:10, 14, 1 Cor 1:30-31, 6:11, Eph 1:7, Col 2:13.  Cleansing of sin in view 

here hast to be related to practical cleansing/sanctification in our temporal flesh, and also as 
in confession for fellowship with God – because we are already positionally cleansed by His 

blood forever.  This view says that our position is secure (as do I) and yet we can still walk 
in darkness and stumble because at that time we do not have our Savior and the knowledge 

of Him in sight, this too I agree with – there are consequences for those who do not walk in 
the light.  But I am still not quite seeing it as it ends ‘the light is not in them’. 

This also reflect back to this verse, John 9:4  

 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man 

can work.  

So Jesus may very well be speaking also of the necessity of doing the work of the 

Father. 

We also can look at another reference, which is a cross reference to this passage.  This view 
may seem more consistent with what Jesus is saying here.  But we must always note who is 

spoken to; In the first two passages, this one from Jn 11, and 1 John 1, Jesus speaks to 
believers –the disciples.  But we know Judas is present and we know he was not a believer, 

that could be the person spoken to as the ‘light is not in him’.   

This upcoming passage is to a crowd, which consists of Pharisees who even in light of the 
resurrection of Lazarus, they cannot explain away and will not believe.  Even in light of God 

thundering down from heaven for the purpose of these men hearing, they will not believe.  
So there is a big mix in the crowd of unbeliever, believers, and those on the cusp of 

believing. 

Jn 12:34-36 

34 The people answered him, We have heard out of the law that Christ abideth for ever: 

and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? who is this Son of man? 35 Then 

Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the 

light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither 

he goeth. 36 While ye have light, believe in the light, THAT ye may be the children of 



light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them. Jn 

12:34-36 

So, it is a little uncertain what Jesus may have meant as to his answer to going back to 
Bethany, but He continues: 

11 These things He said, and >>after that He said to them, “Our friend Lazarus sleeps, 

but I go that I may wake him up.” 

12 Then His disciples said, “Lord, if he sleeps he will get well.” 

13 However, Jesus spoke of his death, but they thought that He was speaking about 

taking rest in sleep. 

14 Then Jesus said to them plainly, “Lazarus is dead.  

15 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, that you may BELIEVE. 

Nevertheless let us go to him.” 

A couple things to note here.  This passage is where some who believe in soul 

sleep use to try to state our soul sleeps as it waits for resurrection vs. being 
present with the Lord. Sleep is a word used in Scripture more than once for being 

dead.  So Jesus speaks clearly and says it means Lazarus is dead.  I’ll include a 
few passages on the terminology of sleep = dead, and when believers or 

unbelievers die, we are shown they are in a conscious state.  (Luke 8:52; 16:19-
31, 23:43; 1 Cor 15:6; 2 Corinthians 5:6-8; Philippians 1:23) 

So now wait a minute.  He’s glad for their sakes that they may believe?  Believe 

what?  Aren’t the disciples already believers (all but one)?   This is one of those 
questions you need to ask of yourselves that we’ve discussed before.  What kind 

of belief is spoken of?   

It’s not eternal life. The disciples have been with Him and heard through John 

what they must do to receive eternal life. 

But let’s look at John 6:68-69 

 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words 

of eternal life.  And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of 

the living God. 

Since this is a foreshadowing of His own death and resurrection, it is likely so they 
will understand and believe Christ is risen again from the dead and that as He says 

in John 10, He has the power to take back up life again.  This will apply to them 
believing also that they too will be resurrected as will all believers unto eternal life. 

16 Then Thomas, who is called the Twin (Didymus – dee-dah-moss), said to his fellow 
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with Him.” 



The name Thomas actually means twin, and his surname also means two fold or 

twain.  It is not clear in Scripture if he was a twin, nicknamed such because of His 
names, or some say Matthew was his twin because of being mentioned often 

together.  No one verse is clear.  But clearly the disciples understood that this was 
dangerous for them to go, but were willing to go and assumed they would die. 

17 So when Jesus came, He found that he had already been in the tomb four days.  

18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles[a]away.  

19 And many of the Jews had joined the women around Martha and Mary, to comfort 
them concerning their brother.  

(The Jewish people had long weddings and long funeral mourning periods 

obviously, and many have come from Jerusalem to console the women). 

20 Now Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met Him, but 

Mary was sitting in the house.  

21 Now Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 

22 But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You.” 

Martha does not say, if You had been here my brother MIGHT not have died, she 
states, He WOULD NOT have died.  And further she shows her faith by saying 

‘even now, I know that if you ask it of God, He will give it to You.  I believe this is 
understood to be that she has faith Jesus can raise Lazarus back to life again. 

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

Martha knows.  She explains she know that Lazarus will be resurrected in the 

end.  She knows and already believes in resurrection of all at the last day.  They 
did not understand exactly when that would be, even if they knew Daniel’s 

prophecy, because some of it we know would stay sealed until the end.  The word 
eschatos (last as in ‘at that last day’) is the word we get eschatology from (which 

is the study of end times).  

I did not pronounce it correctly, so you could recognize the pronunciation in 
English.  So when she says last days, her understanding is the resurrection will be 

somewhere at the end of time.  But here is the I AM statement which is actually 

two in one. 

25 Jesus said to her, “I AM the RESURRECTION and the LIFE. He who BELIEVES IN 
ME, though he may die, yet shall he live.  

26 And whoever lives and BELIEVES IN ME shall never die. Do you BELIEVE this?” 
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27 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I BELIEVE that You are the Christ, the SON OF GOD, 

who is to come into the world.” 

This speaks to eternal life obviously, although some try to say differently.   Martha 
believes she will NEVER DIE, because she simply believes upon Jesus based on who He 

is -- God come in the flesh (Lord,kyrios), the Christ, the Son of God.  And she believes 
upon Him, and knows she shall NEVER DIE.  This is the gospel revealed at this point, 

she may not have known yet all that was yet to transpire, but she knew He was her 
Savior.  It is also consistent with the purpose statement of John. 

John 20:31 

But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 
and that believing ye might have life through his name. 

Notice how Mary doesn’t stop to figure out if her works or behavior add up or not and 

prove whether or not she can know she is ‘really’ saved.  Mary doesn’t repent from her 
sins, nor do we have a record of her being really sorry, or question of this just being a 

head faith vs. a heart faith.  A new one on me is what a guy said over on 
expreacherman.  That to be saved, you had to really desire to be saved from your sins, 

not just saved from the penalty of sins. 

What John records is what was necessary, Martha believes the Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God, and the outcome is eternal life which means we shall NEVER DIE.  This is a 
double statement, He is the life (eternal life) and we shall never die. 

Let’s look at a couple of verses that say basically the same thing.  This is a stronger 

statement than those who seem able to twist eternal life into being temporal, something 

we can lose.  Again, the emphatic statement is that we shall NEVER DIE. 

John 3:15-16  

15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

This is eternal life in view here, so NOT PERISH means we shall never see hell. 

John 10:28-29 

 28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any 

man pluck them out of my hand. 

29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck 

them out of my Father's hand. 

Now it’s Mary’s turn, Jesus sends Martha to go get her.  It’s kind of important to notice that he 

calls her secretly.  Jesus tends to do things those ways I believe so that no one can accuse of 

these things being staged. 



28 And when she had said these things, she went her way and secretly called Mary her 

sister, saying, “The Teacher has come and is calling for you.”  

29 As soon as she (Mary) heard that, she arose quickly and came to Him.  

30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the town, but was[b] in the place where Martha met 
Him.  

31 Then the Jews who were with her in the house, and comforting her, when they saw 
that Mary rose up quickly and went out, followed her, saying, “She is going to the tomb 

to weep there.”[c] 

32 Then, when Mary came where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, 
saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

Mary either falls down in grief or worship, possibly fatigue from running, but she 
says the same thing as Martha, Lazarus would NOT have died if Jesus had been 

there. 

33 Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, 
He groaned in the spirit and was troubled.  

Why was Jesus troubled?  He knew He was going to raise Lazarus.  Jesus is not 
just God at this point, we know He is also fully man.  He is empathetic with Mary 

and the other Jews who were with her.   He sees them weeping and is not aloof 
from their grief.  Isaiah 53, says He is a man of sorrows and acquainted with our 

grief, He shows this here.   

Lazarus Raised from the Dead 

34 And He said, “Where have you laid him? 

”They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.” 

35 Jesus wept. (the shortest verse in the Bible, showing again His human emotion. By 
the way, this is not the same word as weeping, as in out loud, but it means to shed 

tears, and interestingly the word dakryo is used only once in the Bible.)   

36 Then the Jews said, “See how He loved him!” 

37 And some of them said, “Could not this Man, who opened the eyes of the blind, also 

have kept this man from dying?” 

Who knows which one of these has seen more than just the blind man’s eyes opened, 
but they have at least seen that miracle, they’ve seen His compassion which He has 

shown over and over, and they are about to see another. 

38 Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 

lay against it.  
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39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 

Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, “Lord, by this time there is a 

stench, for he has been dead four days.” 

40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to you that if you would BELIEVE you would see the 
glory of God?”  

41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead man was lying.[d] And 
Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, “Father, I thank You that You have heard Me.  

42 And I know that You always hear Me, but because of the people who are standing by I 

said this, that THEY may BELIEVE that You sent Me.” (again, a reference to the ‘Sent 
one’, or Shiloh.) 

43 Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
forth!”  

44 And he who had died came out bound hand and foot with graveclothes, and his face 

was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and let him go.” 

Jesus has had victory over death.  And this is a foreshadowing of what is to come.  And 

something He has already spoken to them about. 

John 5:25-29 

25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the 

voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. 26 For as the Father hath life in 
himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself; 27 and hath given him authority 
to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man. 28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is 

coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 29 and shall come forth; 
they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto 

the resurrection of damnation. 

Then read Is 25:8, which is cross referenced in 1 Cor 15:54-57  

He will swallow up death in victory; 

and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off all faces; 
and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: 

for the LORD hath spoken it. 

So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall 
have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is 

written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 O death, where is thy sting? O 
grave, where is thy victory? 56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is 

the law. 57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.   1 Cor 15;54-57 
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Many times in John and throughout the Word we are shown that there are two responses to 
the miracles and the truth that Jesus spoke, we all have a choice to consider how we will 

respond to the truth.  We will listen and we will stop up our ears and not hear. 

45 Then many of the Jews who had come to Mary, and had seen the things Jesus did, 

BELIEVED IN HIM.  

46 But some of them went away to the Pharisees and told them the things Jesus did.  

47 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a council and said, “What shall we 

do? For this Man works many signs.  

48 If we let Him alone like this, everyone will BELIEVE IN HIM, and the Romans will 
come and take away both our place and nation.” 

So they do not deny that Jesus has worked many signs that they have never seen 

before, and as rulers and teachers of Israel should know in the Scriptures, for these 

things testify of Him, as Jesus told them in John 5.  But they have no desire to come to 
Him that they might have life.  They know that He is the Messiah, but they do not 

understand it means life, nor do they know His motives for coming.  They think this 
Messiah is going to usurp their authority and their place in attempting to set up His 

kingdom on earth.  They know the Romans may not like them having this powerful ruler, 
and they do NOT want to lose their cushy positions.   

So we know what is next.  In looking up Caiaphas to learn the correct pronunciation, I 

would say Kai-a-fiss) I found something very interesting, it made me teary eyed.  
Caiaphas was very likely good looking, because his name means ‘comely’.  I read further 

and was very interested to also see that the Greek characters are so close in looks, that 

some wrongly (as the lexicon states) mistook the meaning of his name for stone or rock.    

And then there is Jesus.  He is that Stone, the Cornerstone these builders have rejected. 
He is the Rock.  He has no form, nor comeliness, (like Caiaphas) no beauty that we should 

desire Him (Is 53:2).   It hit me so strongly the comparisons here.  The people were 
looking to the wrong High Priest… they would rather believe a lie or trust in traditions of 

men, or think of men beyond what is written even when these men have proven to be 
proud, legalistic, and even treacherous.   And here in front of them, is their foretold 

Messiah.  He is the only one who is good, humble, compassionate, loving, even giving 
His life freely for these men who have their spies out to report Jesus at every turn.  So, 

think on the last valid High Priest. 

49 And one of them, Caiaphas (sounds like Kai-office), being high priest that year, said to 

them, “You know nothing at all, 50 nor do you consider that it is expedient for us[e] that 
one man should die for the people, and not that the whole nation should perish.”  

51 Now this he did not say on his own authority; but being high priest that year he 

prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 52 and not for that nation only, but also 

that He would gather together in one the children of God who were scattered abroad.  
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(PR: This is the prophecy we read in Gen 49:10, That the Messiah was to come 

before Judah lost identity – - The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from 

between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.) 

I can just picture it, and think of Balaam’s donkey.  The Roman government at that time 

set up the High Priests (of course this would be contrary to the Word, except we know 
that the Lord is the one who sets up or deposes leaders).  Every year when the males 

came up to Jerusalem for the three feasts -- Unleavened bread (which includes Passover 

and First Fruits), Feast of weeks (Pentecost), and the feast of tabernacles, the High Priest 

was to be the one notified of any potential Messiah and they would be the ones to declare 
the Messiah.  
 
This puffed up man speaks, contemptuous it seems of the fact that the others have not 

gotten this done, and now he has to intervene.  His intention is to wrongly put Jesus to 
death.  But the words he said, he didn’t say on his own, it was an involuntary prophecy, 

but he prophesied rightly, that it was expedient that Jesus would die for the nation, and 
to gather in one those who were scattered abroad.   

Some think this speaks to just mean the scattered Jews, but I take this to mean both 
the Jew and the Gentile, gathered and made one at the cross as we see in Eph 2:12-18 

12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of 

Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God 
in the world: 13 but now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh 

by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath 
broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 15 having abolished in his flesh 

the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in 
himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 16 and that he might reconcile both 

unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 17 and came and 
preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. 18 for through 

him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 

53 Then, from that day on, they plotted to put Him to death. 

54 Therefore Jesus no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from there into 
the country near the wilderness, to a city called Ephraim, and there remained with His 

disciples. 

Can you imagine?  Remember Jesus asking, “for which of these good works do you 

stone me?”  And here he raises someone from the dead, and they want to kill Him 
even more.  Truth sometimes further enrages those who do not have the Lord in 

their lives.  But we need to keep planting and watering, sowing in tears, praying 
for more laborers for the harvest.  One day we will reap with songs of joy.  So…let 

us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. Gal 6:9 

55 And the Passover of the Jews was near, and many went from the country up to 

Jerusalem before the Passover, to purify themselves. 

56 Then they sought Jesus, and spoke among themselves as they stood in the temple, 
“What do you think—that He will not come to the feast?” 



53 Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a command, that if anyone 

knew where He was, he should report it, that they might seize Him. 
 

So Jesus was a wanted man, this is just like a warrant for his arrest, the must do 
what the Pharisees command.  Obviously Judas favors the leadership over any loyalty 

he might have had to Jesus, as well as a love for money. 
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