
John 12 – 2-12-2015 

New King James Version (NKJV) 

The Anointing at Bethany in preparation for Jesus’ burial. Verses 1-11 

Ecc 9:7-8 

7 Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; for 

God now accepteth thy works.  8 Let thy garments be always white; and let thy 

head lack no ointment.  Ecc 9:7-8 

Note the timing here as we start, and also note that this is going to be the last of the 
public speaking Jesus will do in John.   Israel’s King is referred to as the LORD’S 

anointed.  The physical anointing was always to symbolize a divine anointing.  Messiah 
means literally, ‘the anointed one’.   

12 Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was 
who had been dead, whom He had raised from the dead.  

2 There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those who 

sat at the table with Him.  

3 Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and 

wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil. 

4 But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would betray Him, said,  

5 “Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii[b] and given to the poor?”  

6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the 

money box; and he used to take what was put in it. 

This is the only incident where Judas is noted as a thief.   I think on His 

legacy as a thief and as betrayer of Jesus, contrasted to the other disciples 
who were not perfect men, but who believed (Judas did not) – see John 6.  

And I then think of the two thieves on the cross.  Both of them had a choice 
to place their trust in Him, one did not. 

7 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has kept[c] this for the day of My burial.  

8 For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have always.” 

This is not disdain for the poor, as Jesus shows them much compassion and the OT 
warns multiple times of the oppression of the poor, this was about priorities and legalism 

too probably.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26586b
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Usually guests were greeted in homes and their feet were washed, sometimes the 

guest’s head anointed with a touch of oil or perfume, and it was a honor the host 
showed to the guest. The price of this perfume is guessed to be around a year’s worth of 

wages. 

There are three other accounts, and most think the Matthew and Mark account belong 

with this one in John.  Some put Luke about a year before his crucifixion so likely there 

is at least two accounts.  To show what one might expect in that day when they are 

received as a guest, let’s look at part of the Luke 7 account at Simon the Pharisee’s 

home and see what Jesus had to say about what was lacking in His reception. 

Somebody please read Luke 7:44-49 

44 Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I 

entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My 

feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. 45 You gave Me no 

kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came 

in. 46 You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet 

with fragrant oil. 47 Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, 

for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.”  48 Then 

He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”  49 And those who sat at the table with 

Him began to say to themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 

Looking in the dictionary of Bible themes, Anointing of oil was associated with a lot of 
things.  First was very important, as in being singled out by God for special favor or 

responsibility or office. People were anointed for offices; Priests, Kings, and a Prophet.  
We know Jesus was all three of these along with being THE anointed, the Messiah. 

   
Anointing signified times of rejoicing and celebration.  Guests were anointed as a mark 

of honor.  Corpses were anointed as a burial preparation (Mark 16:1; Matt 26:6-12; 
John 19:38-40)  Objects used for worship were anointed and set apart in the OT, (Ex 

40:9-11; Gen 28:18; Ex 30:22-23).   People were anointed for purification (Lev 14:15-
18), healing (Mark 6:13; James 5:14).  Please note the oils in Mark 6 are suggested to 

possibly have been medicinal.   
 

God’s people in the OT were called anointed (1 Chronicles 16:13-22, Ps 105:12-15), 
along with believers in the church, the body of Christ also being called anointed, and 

signifies the Holy Spirit and being set apart/sanctified by Him.  2 Cor 1:21-22, 1 John 

2:20,27 

 

2 Cor 1:21-22 

21 Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; 22 Who 

hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. 2 Cor 1:21-22 

 



Some say the other anointing’s seen in Matthew 26:1-13, Mark 14:1-9, and Luke 

7:36-50, are all the same account as John.  But the Luke 7 account is only one who 

speaks of the woman as being a sinner and her sins being forgiven and her faith saving 

her.  Since we are all sinners, they are differentiating between the ‘type’ of woman she 

is and shock at Jesus even receiving her, calling into question his office of Prophet.  

Defining levels of sin is the same thing the disciples did wondering what had caused the 

man’s blindness in John 9 (who had sinned, either he or his parents).  Another 

distinction between the Luke and the others, is that Luke is also at the house of Simon 

the Pharisee vs. Simon the Leper.  We have the time difference believed to be about a 

year, so we’ll leave out the Luke account besides what we have read. 

 

At the end of Luke Jesus tells the woman her faith has saved her, to go in peace.  After 

the raising of Lazarus, it is pretty clear they are all believers, so not likely he would have 

told ‘that Mary’ mentioned in John 11 that her faith had saved her.  Also there is no 

question about the impropriety of Mary being present.  Also in Luke the people 

questioned His forgiving of sin, but between chapters 5 & 6 earlier in this study, we 

briefly covered the period of time in that approximate 6 months between those 

chapters( from Matt 4:12-14:12) and there we saw that Jesus already forgave the 

paralytic man of His sins and they had already questioned Him about this back then.  So 

yet another time dilemma that Luke would not fit into the other accounts.   The years’ 

wages also would not match likely the funds available to a prostitute. 

Mary Magdalene is often identified as the woman kissing and wiping Jesus’ feet with her 

tears and an ointment, although the woman is unnamed in Luke.  It could very well be 

that the reason it is thought Mary Magdalene is the woman mentioned in Luke, is why 

John identifies ‘that Mary’ the sister of Lazarus in John 11, as if distinguishing between 

the prior Mary.  Some think it simply distinguishing between the four Mary’s mentioned.  

Just some things to think about.   

If it is correct that the incident with the other woman was Mary Magdalene or not, Mary 

would have most likely already heard of this through the disciples, even if not present 

since most think it was also in Bethany.    

Mary, Martha and Lazarus, were likely well off, either way this would have been a very 

extravagant gesture. Mary is humbling herself by showing her hair in front of Jesus and 

the disciples and using it to wipe Jesus feet.  Again, she is at the feet of Jesus showing a 

fellowship with Him and an understanding of Him that His disciples don’t yet seem to 

see.  She has shown clearly she listens to what Jesus says.   She also likely shows 

insight into what is to come, as she is preparing Him for burial as Jesus said.   Mary has 

listened and heard His Word and learned from Him. Luke 10:38-42 

If the other 3 are the same events, it’s not just Judas who has complained, although 

likely Judas is complaining to the others and as he comments, it’s possible they might 

pipe up too, as sheep are accustomed do if we don’t prayerfully respond.   So there has 



to be at least two accounts.  But let’s look at some of the differences and some of the 

similarities within them (mainly the three) that are considered to all be Mary the sister 

of Lazarus. 

 In Luke the woman also used her hair on His feet that would be the one similarity 

between the John account.   

 Matt & Mark say, “after two days the Passover”. In the John account it says six 

days before the Passover, He came into Bethany – granted 4 days could have 

elapsed between verse 1 & 2, but doesn’t seem that way. 

 House of Simon the Leper in the first two accounts – Mary, Martha and Lazarus are 

mentioned in John alone, Lazarus is mentioned twice in John, and Martha serving 

indicates possibly it being their house, although she could have also served at 

Simon the leper’s house. 

 Mary, Martha and Lazarus are not mentioned once in the Matt and Mark account. 

 Disciples (plural) are mentioned in Matt and Mark vs. John -- Judas is the only one 

mentioned complaining. 

 Mark and John both mention spikenard, and Matthew costly fragrant oil, which it 
is.   I will include a comparison chart you can look at in the notes. 

 Matthew and Mark have the unnamed woman pouring the oil over His head.  In 
John we see her anointing His feet and wiping them with her hair. 

 

If this is the same account in these three, one verses is left out which is not unusual 
for John with the other gospel accounts.   

 
Mark 14:9 Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole 

world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her.” 



 
 
So what significance does the anointing have here?  Does the use of her hair have 

anything to do with the woman’s long hair being a glory to her (1 Cor 11:15)?  Was she 
placing her glory aside, at the feet of Jesus? Was this also an act of glorifying Jesus as 

God, as God’s anointed, as the Messiah? Why did she anoint His feet with perfume?  So 
many thoughts go through my head. 

 
I think of a few reasons, especially when it says the fragrance filled the house…  



 

2 Cor 2:14-17 
 
14 Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us 
diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place. 15 For we are to God the 

fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are 
perishing. 16 To the one we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other 

the aroma of life leading to life. And who is sufficient for these things? 17 For we are not, 
as so many, peddling the word of God; but as of sincerity, but as from God, we speak in 

the sight of God in Christ.  2 Cor 2:14-17 
 

Eph 5:1-2 
Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ also has 

loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling 
aroma. 

Is 52:7 

How beautiful upon the mountains Are the feet of him who brings good news,  

Who proclaims peace, Who brings glad tidings of good things, 

Who proclaims salvation, Who says to Zion,  “Your God reigns!”  Isaiah 52:7 

 

It also reminds me of the first prophecy of the Messiah in Gen 3:15, perhaps Mary was 

woman symbolically anointing the One that would put down her enemy. 

Gen 3:15 - And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed 

and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.” 

These same feet will set foot on the Mount of Olives at the Second Coming of Christ. 

The Plot to Kill Lazarus 

9 Now a great many of the Jews knew that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus’ 

sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the 
dead. 10 But the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death also, 11 because on account 

of him many of the Jews went away and BELIEVED in Jesus. 

Poor Lazarus, just rose from the dead, and they’re already plotting to put him back to 
death again. 

The Triumphal Entry. Verses 12:12-19 

Parallel passages Matt 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-10; Luke 19:29-44 

12 The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when they heard that 
Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 took branches of palm trees and went out to meet 

Him, and cried out: 



“Hosanna! (sounds like-Hoe-saw-NAH) 

‘Blessed is He who comes IN THE NAME of the LORD!’ 
The King of Israel!” 

14 Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written: 

15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion; Behold, your King is coming, Sitting on a donkey’s colt.” 

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, 
then they remembered that these things were written about Him and that they had done 
these things to Him. 

Vs. 15, “Fear not daughter of Zion” is possibly a call for Israel to not fear to openly 

identify with Jesus.   We’ve already seen many places where the people were afraid of 

the Jews, and afraid to openly speak of Him or confess Him as we’ll see coming up (John 

7:13; 9:22; 12:42).  Here we see the nation of Israel saying basically ‘Save us or praise 

our Deliverer, King of Israel’.  They are thinking He will politically save them from Rome, 

the Palm branches supposedly a symbol of Jewish nationalism since the time of the 

Maccabees.  How many of them were there shouting days later, ‘crucify Him’?  Calling 

for Barabbas to be set free?  You know, we are all a Barabbas… murderers set free, 

while He was innocent and died in our place.   

So let’s see a few of the verses that were written about this that the disciples 
remembered when Jesus was glorified –crucified--Somebody please read  

Psalm 118:25-26 which would be the original meaning of Hosanna. 

25 Save now, I beseech thee, O LORD: O LORD, I beseech thee, send now 

prosperity.  

26 Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the LORD: we have blessed you 

out of the house of the LORD. 

 

Zech 9:9 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy 

King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an 

ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. 

Gen 49:10-12 in NKJV please 

10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 

Until Shiloh comes; And to Him shall be the obedience of the people. 
11 Binding his donkey to the vine, And his donkey’s colt to the choice vine, 



He washed his garments in wine, And his clothes in the blood of grapes. 
12 His eyes are darker than wine, And his teeth whiter than milk. 

David was on the Mount of Olives, his son Absalom for forty years had turned the people 

against David secretly and made them to love him.  He turned his own friend and 

counselor Ahithophel against him.  This is David’s ride down the same mountain. 

II Sam 16:1-2 When David was a little past the top of the mountain, there was Ziba 

(sea-vah) the servant of Mephibosheth (May-feh-vo-sheth), who met him with a couple 

of saddled donkeys, and on them two hundred loaves of bread, one hundred clusters of 

raisins, one hundred summer fruits, and a skin of wine. 2 And the king said to Ziba, 

“What do you mean to do with these?” 

We won’t have time to get much into the whole teaching, but David had already 
humbled himself on the way up the Mount of Olives, barefoot and weeping for the 
betrayal.   

The people here were not seeing why Jesus had come, and what kind of salvation He 

had in mind.  The donkey colt was a symbol of peace, Jesus was not riding a warhorse, 
He had come as the Lamb of God, but He will come again as the Lion of Judah and be 

riding a warhorse the next time they see their King. 

17 Therefore the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of his tomb 

and raised him from the dead, bore witness.  

18 For this reason the people also met Him, because they heard that He had done this 
sign.  

19 The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, “You see that you are accomplishing 
nothing. Look, the world has gone after Him!” 

Now this is a case where world does not mean world.  This is a verse that Calvinists use 

to prove world does not mean world in other verses such as John 3:16 or 1 John 2:2.  
We see obviously here this is an exaggeration and a figure of speech they use here.  I’d 

like to remind you all that John does not go into the detail of the other gospels here.   

Right about now is the time where the leaders try to get Jesus to silence everyone. 

Jesus said the rocks would cry out, and He wept over Jerusalem, and then we see the 
SECOND cleansing of the Temple – we already saw the first cleansing in John 2 early in 

His ministry, this is the second one which is see in all three synoptic gospels (Matthew, 
Mark & Luke). 

Luke 19:37-48 

37 Then, as He was now drawing near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the 

whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice 

for all the mighty works they had seen, 38 saying: “ ‘Blessed is the King who comes 



in the name of the LORD!’   Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”  39 And some 

of the Pharisees called to Him from the crowd, “Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.”  
40 But He answered and said to them, “I tell you that if these should keep silent, 

the stones would immediately cry out.”   

41 Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it,42 saying, “If you had 

known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! 

But now they are hidden from your eyes. 43 For days will come upon you when 

your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and close you 

in on every side, 44 and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and 

they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the 

time of your visitation.” 

45 Then He went into the temple and began to drive out those who bought and sold 

in it, 46 saying to them, “It is written, ‘My house is a house of prayer,’ but you 

have made it a ‘den of thieves.’” 

47 And He was teaching daily in the temple. But the chief priests, the scribes, and 

the leaders of the people sought to destroy Him, 48 and were unable to do 

anything; for all the people were very attentive to hear Him.  Luke 19:37-48 

They sought to kill Him but were unable to do anything, they did not know their 

time of visitation. 

Luke 13:34-35 

34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them that are 

sent unto thee; how often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen 

doth gather her brood under her wings, and ye would not!  35 Behold, your house 

is left unto you desolate: and verily I say unto you, Ye shall not see me, until the 

time come when ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 

Lord.  Luke 13:34-35 

The Grain of Wheat producing fruit 

20 Now there were certain Greeks among those who came up to worship at the feast.  

21 Then they came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, saying, 

“Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 

22 Philip came and told Andrew, and in turn Andrew and Philip told Jesus. 

It’s apparent that these Gentiles must have been God fearing like Cornelius to 

come up to worship at the feast.  Not much else is known other than they were 
Greek and wanted to see Jesus, but we know at that time Jesus ministry was first 

to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.   



23 But Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come that the Son of Man should 

be glorified.  

24 Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it 
remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.  

(Verily Verily, Amen, and Amen, Jesus is our first fruits, and in His death will produce 

much grain-fruit).  It’s like seed that has died and is buried, and rises again to life, 

producing much fruit after it.  Think of how many have gained eternal life because of His 
death on the cross.  

25 He who loves his LIFE will lose it, and he who hates his LIFE in this world will keep it 

for ETERNAL LIFE.  

26 If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. 

If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor. 

This is one of those difficult, because we know works does not get us eternal life 
and the Bible doesn’t contradict itself.    I knew that obviously we understand hate 

doesn’t mean hate but basing our priorities on Christ first, and our life after.  
Otherwise we would look at the two greatest commandments, and see a conflict.  

How could we love others AS ourselves if we hated our lives?  The point made 
here is prioritizing, putting Christ first. If we learn to love Him before our own life, 

we will be growing in His grace as we obediently abide in Him (follow Him) and the 
serving flows out of knowledge of Jesus Christ and His Word.  Also note the verse 

before again, knowing that Christ died for us, that He loved us first, reminding 

ourselves daily as we put our armor on, helps get our priorities in order. 

I went to several commentaries to see a basic agreement on what hating our life 
in this world has to do with keeping it. A symbolic death of the disciples.  One 

worded it, “That is he will forfeit fullness of life in this lifetime” and later he said in 
eternal life it has to do with rewards.  The first two words for life is psyche – 

generally rendered as soul, and used with or as an individual.  The second use of 
life as in ‘eternal life’ is zoe and in Johannine usage, the word is usually joined 

with eternal, and from the commentaries and the lexicons, means the abundant 
life, fullness of life, spiritual vitality.  Our eternal life starts the moment we 

believe.  Serving Christ doesn’t always come naturally.  Our flesh wars against our 

spirit, but as we get to know Him in His Word, we are better able to discern 
between good and evil, and submit to Him, humbling ourselves under His mighty 

hand.  We are to make disciples in this lifetime, and it’s something I think we as a 
church haven’t done well in these last days. 

Since I do not agree with the teaching of lordship doctrine, many would call us ‘no 

Lordship’.  We have to do as Titus 3:8 exhorts us and constantly affirm to each other to 
maintain good works.   2 Pet 1:5-9 gives us a good formula to grow and produce fruit in 

this lifetime. 

5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue 

knowledge; 6 and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to 



patience godliness; 7 and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 

kindness charity. 8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that 
ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath 
forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.  

 

Jesus Predicts His Death on the Cross 

27 “Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But 
for this purpose I came to this hour.  

28 Father, glorify Your name.   ”Then a voice came from heaven, saying, “I have both 

glorified it and will glorify it again.” 

29 Therefore the people who stood by and heard it said that it had thundered. Others 

said, “An angel has spoken to Him.” 

30 Jesus answered and said, “This voice did not come because of Me, but for your 
sake.  

Here Jesus has raised a man from the dead, He’s done all these miracles, and why?  It’s 
so that Israel will recognize their Messiah.  His name has been glorifed through all these 

miracles.  Why won’t they believe these works?  Jesus says even the thundering voice 
from Heaven is for THEIR sake.  What do they need to see in order to believe? 

31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.  

32 And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.”  

33 This He said, signifying by what death He would die. 

The lifting up on the cross should read that he will draw all to Himself.  People or men 

are italicized so not in the original language, All does mean All here in this verse.  The 
word for ‘lifted up’ is hypsothenai or hypsoo (hip-saw-ooh) which means literally to 

physically lift up and also to exalt. So elevation and exaltation is what happened with 
our Lord of Glory on the cross.  It is at the cross that the ruler of this world will be ‘cast 

out’, the victory is done through His finished work on Calvary, but there is a future 
fulfillment to this as we know, the whole world still lies in the sway of the evil one.   He 

still blinds people’s minds lest they might believe the glorious gospel.   And the glory 
that was seen at the cross. 

2 Cor 4:3-6 

3 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 whose minds 
the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the 

glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them. 5 For we do not preach 
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ 



sake. 6 For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone 

in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ.  2 Cor 4:3-6 

For the Calvinist that somehow believes the things the god they preach does for 

his glory, they really need to read this very slowly.  When the gospel shines in our 
heart, and we believe it, it gives the light of the knowledge of the GLORY of GOD 

in the face of His Son, so more believers, more glory of God, and more glory of 
Christ. 

34 The people answered Him, “We have heard from the law that the Christ remains 
FOREVER; and how can You say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this Son of 

Man?” 

Evidently they were not familiar with some of the Messianic Psalms, such as Ps 22, or 
the report in Isaiah 53 which showed the Messiah as a suffering Servant.  But there 

were some verses that suggested this.  They thought the Davidic kingdom was what was 
about to transpire. 

Ez 37:24-27 

24 And David my servant shall be king over them; and they all shall have one 
shepherd: they shall also walk in my judgments, and observe my statutes, and do 

them. 25 And they shall dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob my servant, 
wherein your fathers have dwelt; and they shall dwell therein, even they, and their 

children, and their children’s children for ever: and my servant David shall be their 

prince for ever. 26 Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them; it shall be 
an everlasting covenant with them: and I will place them, and multiply them, and 

will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore. 27 My tabernacle also 
shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  Ez 

37:24-27 

Isa 9:7 NASB 

There will be (A)no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On 

the (B)throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it 
with (C)justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. (D)The zeal of 

the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.  Isa 9:7 NASB 

Note both government and peace is implied or noted in both passages.  The covenant of 
peace will make it easy for some to believe the antichrist is the Messiah Israel is still 

looking for.  They didn’t understand that the peace that passes understanding is what 
Jesus was bringing to believers (Phil 4:7), He is our peace. 

Eph 2:13-17 

13 but now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the 
blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken 

down the middle wall of partition between us; 15 having abolished in his flesh the 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.110.4%2CIsa.9.7%2CEzek.37.24-26%2CDan.7.14&version=NASB#cen-NASB-17837C
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.110.4%2CIsa.9.7%2CEzek.37.24-26%2CDan.7.14&version=NASB#cen-NASB-17837D


enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in 

himself of twain one new man, so making peace;16 and that he might reconcile 
both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:17 and 

came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were 
nigh. 18 for through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 

Here Jesus implores Israel again…. 

35 Then Jesus said to them, “A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you 
have the light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know 

where he is going.  

36 While you have the light, BELIEVE in the light, that you may become sons of light.” 
These things Jesus spoke, and departed, and was hidden from them. 

37 But although He had done so many signs before them, they did not BELIEVE IN 
HIM, 38 that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke: 

“Lord, who has BELIEVED our report? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been 

revealed?” 

39 Therefore they could not BELIEVE, because Isaiah said again: 

40 “He has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts, Lest they should see 
with their eyes, Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, 

So that I should heal them.” 

41 These things Isaiah said when he saw His glory and spoke of Him. 

People need to realize what we have seen with Israel.  They had the key of 

knowledge.  They had the prophets like Isaiah who prophesied of the Messiah to 
come and what He would do, His glory.  The arm of the Lord (Jesus) had been 

revealed to them.  They had the promises, they had the oracles of God.  They had 
shut up heavens to others and to themselves.  They loved their lives.  They did not 

want to forfeit their positions politically speaking, no matter what Jesus would 

show them.  They had power and they wanted to keep it.  As Pharaoh hardened 
his heart first, so did these men, and so as the prophecy said, they too would be 

blinded until the fullness of the Gentiles would come in.  Now this is not to say a 
Jewish individual cannot come to Christ, they can!  And we should provoke them 

to jealousy, but nationally for unbelief, they had been cut off and would not see 
Him again until they said, Blessed be the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

So keeping in mind for the next passage that Jesus is still preaching to the lost 

sheep of the House of Israel He gives them some woes, and one is the Lamb, the 
light that they have hidden under a basket, and put in a secret place, and warns 

them about the light they think they have in them.  They were to be the light to 

the Gentiles, but had mostly shut off the Gentiles from the outer parts of the 
temples and instead put the animals there, the money changers, and that too may 

have been another reason for His anger in cleansing the temple.  Make room for 
the Gentiles, the other flock. 



Here Jesus has given the woe to the Pharisees and lawyers, and now we look at 

what He says next. 

Luke 11:49-54 

49 Therefore the wisdom of God also said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, 

and some of them they will kill and persecute,’ 50 that the blood of all the prophets 

which was shed from the foundation of the world may be required of this 

generation, 51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah who perished 

between the altar and the temple. Yes, I say to you, it shall be required of this 

generation.   52 “Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of 

knowledge. You did not enter in yourselves, and those who were entering in you 

hindered.”  53 And as He said these things to them, the scribes and the Pharisees 

began to assail Him vehemently, and to cross-examine Him about many 

things, 54 lying in wait for Him, and seeking to catch Him in something He might 

say, that they might accuse Him. 

Matt 23:13 

 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom 

of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them 

that are entering to go in. 

I’d like to point out a couple things in these passages.  Calvinists or those who believe in 
Limited atonement, (meaning Christ only died for those who would believe, or the elect 

to salvation), this passage says otherwise.  They will say that Jesus blood was wasted if 

not all were saved.  

But, Jesus was THE Prophet that Moses said if Israel did not listen to, God would require 
it of them (Deut 18).  The blood of this Prophet, the Lamb of God, was shed, and it is 

not wasted for those who do not believe.  It too will be required of those who have not 
believed upon His blood sacrifice being what saves.  As it did with the other prophets, it 

will also testify against them.  These men who had the KEY OF KNOWLEDGE have kept it 
from others.  Knowledge of what?  Knowledge of the way to enter heaven, through their 

Messiah, Jesus Christ, Jehovah saves – the Sent one, the Anointed one, and they had 
not declared Him to be Israel’s Messiah as was their job to do as the High Priest and 

ruler of the nation of Israel.  Don’t we see this in so many places today?  The ones 

people look to for knowledge of their Savior, and these men, deceivers and being 
deceived, add to the gospel of His grace.  They add to the free gift of eternal life.  And 

they rage against you, if you will hold up their teachings to the Light of God’s Word.  The 
entrance of God’s Word gives light Ps 119:130 tells us. 

 


