
John 12:42 on continued – 12-19-2015 

So a quick recap of what we covered last week. 

We saw the Anointing of Jesus by Mary at Bethany for His burial.   We discussed the 

likelihood that there were two different anointing’s by two different women based on 

certain differences that can’t be reconciled from the parallel passages, the one in Luke very 

likely another woman around a year earlier.  Possibly Mary Magdalene because of the verse 

in John 11:2 identifying ‘that’ Mary, along with some other references to other woman’s 

shocking character, sin, and being forgiven much. 

We then saw the triumphal entry of Jesus in which Israel was expecting a Deliverer.  And 

it was physical salvation they were expecting when they shouted save now (hosanna).  

They were looking for Jesus to deliver them from the rule of Rome and to set up a physical 

kingdom on earth.  But we have discussed before how we need to look at the type of 

salvation in view.  Eternal life is most often not the salvation or deliverance spoken of.  So 

just because we see the words save, or saving, salvation etc., it most often speaks to a 

physical deliverance in the Bible.   

But in this case, eternal life was in view although most did not know yet. They didn’t 

understand His coming would be more than one time.  They didn’t understand that He 

would be put to death on the cross even though he told them in vs. 32 the manner of 

death he would die, along with many, many references, starting with the Lamb of God, and 

John 3:14-16, them not being able to follow Him where He went, the cross again 

mentioned in John 8:28 etc.. Jesus also told them the purpose or cause for which He 

came.  

BUT in chapter 12, 

Jesus said “But for this purpose I came to this hour.  Verse 28 says at the death of Jesus, 
the name of the Father will be glorified (again).  Also Christ will be exalted at His 

lifting up on cross.   

We also saw besides plotting to kill Jesus, the leaders of Israel were enraged because it 
seemed everyone was following after Jesus. So they also plotted to kill poor Lazarus who 

had just barely been brought back to life again and now they’re gunning for them both.  

But then there were those leaders who believed in secret but did not publicly confess Him. 

42 Nevertheless even among the rulers many BELIEVED IN HIM, but because of the 
Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue; 43 for 

they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.   

(Here we see these men believed in Him, yet cared more about the praise of men at that 

point.  But they had to also be afraid of expulsion from the temple – think on the blind 
man in John 9 refusing to call Jesus a sinner - and then also remember Jesus saying Fear 

Not Zion above?   They needed to stop fearing men, and also wanting their praise.  They 
needed to publicly confess Jesus, not for eternal life, but for their abundant life, their 



spiritual well-being.  They were believers; however, their priorities were not yet straight.  

But we can trust God to chasten those who are His.) 

44 Then Jesus cried out and said, “He who BELIEVES IN ME, BELIEVES not IN ME but IN 
HIM who sent Me.  

45 And he who sees Me sees Him who sent Me.  

46 I have come as a light into the world, that whoever BELIEVES IN ME should not abide in 
darkness.  

This not only identifies that He is not just one with the Father, but that He is God.  How 

many ways can He say it?  This also is a rebuke to these Pharisees who were secret 
believers.  We can indeed walk in darkness as believers.  He does not want any of us to 

abide in darkness, for His testimony and for our own good.  There are many things that 

can happen when we do not walk in the light.  We can stumble, suffer consequences of 
sowing to the flesh, we can cause others to stumble, we can lose fellowship with God and 

others (see 1 John 1), we can lose rewards, and our lack of testimony will keep other men 
from coming to know Him.   

It’s not just Jesus we believe in, but God the Father, and we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit 

when we believe.  Now these Pharisees are exhorted to live in the open and confess Christ 
in order for their lives here on earth to be saved, and also for their eternal abundant 

entrance into heaven – rewards. We spoke on this last week from 2 Pet 1:5-10.  

2 Pet 1 is a passage spoken to believers; those identified as ones who had obtained like 

precious faith as the apostles did, who had received the same exceeding great and 
precious promises.  These were believers who were told to ‘give all diligence’ to add to 

their faith - virtue, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness 
and love.   

 
Obviously this is not an ‘automatic’ happening when becoming a believer.  No, it says IF 

these things are ours and abound, believers won’t be barren, unfruitful, lacking, 
shortsighted, blind, AND forget they were cleansed from their sins.   This creates several 

problems for believers.  One can be an assurance problem. When we are barren and 
unfruitful, blinded, the enemy can more easily attack us and suggest we are not ‘really 

saved’.  That it’s probably one of the biggest things we see going on today.  And it renders 

us also ineffective to share the gospel.  We are not beneficial to others.  This is why it 
says, be more diligent to make our call and election ‘sure’.    Call and election has nothing 

to do with telling these already identified as believers, Holy, brethren etc., to be sure they 
had been given eternal life.  They have already been identified as believers by the Holy 

Spirit inspired author, so there is NO doubt.  Sure (bebaios: sounds like beh-bay-oss) 
means: stable, fast, firm – Be sure means stability or firmness in our walk.  We know 

who we are IN CHRIST, but it is WHAT we are to do in our walk that will help us not 
stumble.  In addition, this could be speaking to assurance in the sight of others regarding 

who we are in Christ – which is practical justification or justification before men.  So a firm 
and stable foundation will keep us from stumbling, will justify us to others, both believers 

and non-believers, and give us a good testimony in the sight of all men. 
 



When we stumble in assurance, practical justification, or one of these areas listed, we 

stumble in many other ways.  Our gospel can be tainted when we’re not in fellowship with 
God or other believers to hold us accountable to His truth.  We’re not in His Word so we’re 

not being cleansed and sanctified, nor do we have the maturity to discern between good 
and evil.  So therefore we’re not being fruitful, our rewards will be affected among many 

other things.  This is more important then we know, as I’ve heard some say, I’ll just be 
glad to get into heaven, but our rewards do matter, in this lifetime and the next.  It can 

mean the very eternal lives of others we love.  So we need to stir each other up to good 
works.  Peter knew he was dying, but was not going to neglect to stir them up as long as 

he was alive, and remind them of these things.  But Peter, through the Holy Spirit, 
affirmed He knew they were established in the truth.  But, he wanted to know that they 

were assured of the importance of doing these things before he died. 

There are negative consequences to believers for being disobedient, just as there are for 

any children who disobey loving parents. There are circumstances for not living out our 
Christian walk.  We know Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimethea were believers in secret, yet 

eventually had to come out into the light to claim Jesus body. So we have this hope also 
for others who in the beginning may be afraid to walk in the light, and may very well need 

other believers in order to be reminded and stirred up to add these things to their faith.  
How does this happen?  Simply we need to remember about abiding in the Vine and 

abiding in His Word. 

Next Jesus shifts His focus to nonbelievers. 

47 And if anyone hears My words and does not BELIEVE, I do not judge him; for I did not 

come to judge the world but to save the world.   

(Jesus is speaking to this present lifetime while He was on the earth He is not here as a 
judge, and the salvation spoken of is Eternal life.  If the rejection continues to their death, 

He will indeed Judge those who have not believed upon Him at the end) 

This seems like it might be direct contrast to John 9:39-41 where he says He came into 

this world for judgment.  But see who is being judged in this passage. 

John 9:39-41 39 And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they 
which see not might see; and that they which see might be made 

blind. 40 And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said 

unto him, Are we blind also? 41 Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should 
have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth.   

We see several passages, where the national cutting off of unbelieving Israel is spoken of.  

This judgment will be upon the nation of Israel, the unbelieving sons of the kingdom, those 
who were chosen to be servants of the Most High.  Israel, to whom pertained the adoption, 

the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises and 
through their lineage, the Messiah (Rom 9).   Israel had the advantage, because the 

oracles-the Word of God, (which included the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms) had been 
committed to them.  So they had been given the prophecies of the Messiah, they had seen 

and heard God, and yet they still resisted the Spirit and rejected His works in unbelief.  In 

spite of all the evidence, they had repeatedly rejected the Light the overwhelming 
evidence, the works He had done, the miracles never before seen.  But they had hardened 



their hearts in sin, pride and rebellion.  They WOULD NOT believe the report about the 

suffering servant, but this was not unforeseen by God.  Is 53:1 asks, ‘who has believed 
our report’?  We see later many other sons of the kingdom did believe in Jesus as their 

Savior as the disciples went out into Judea, Samaria and then the ends of the earth. Jesus 
continued; 

48 He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him—the 

word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.  

49 For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a 

command, what I should say and what I should speak.  

50 And I know that His command is EVERLASTING LIFEES. Therefore, whatever I speak, 
just as the Father has told Me, so I speak.” 

This is a beyond WOW truth, that we should all commit to memory.  His COMMAND is 
everlasting life.  Please notice they hear His Word but do NOT believe.  They reject 

Jesus, they DO NOT receive His Word, and Jesus identifies that He came to save the world.  
There are those who WILL not believe, there are those who REJECT His Word. 

John 13 - New King James Version (NKJV) 

The Last Supper 13:1-35;  

Parallel accounts: Matt 26:17-30; Mark 14:12-26; Luke 22:7-23 

IN THE UPPER ROOM 

13 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that 
He should depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the 

world, He loved them to the end.  

Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 

2 And supper being ended,[a] the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 

Simon’s son, to betray Him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His 
hands, and that He had come from God and was going to God, 4 rose from supper and laid 

aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself.  

(Here I’d like you to focus on vs. 3-4.  It is shown that Jesus knew that the Father 

had given all things in His hands, He understood His position, and knew where He 
had come from (descended) and where He was going *(TO God - ascension).  And 

with that obvious knowledge and assurance, He laid aside His garments and took on 
the form of a servant.  (Sound familiar?)   

Usually when one entered a household, the host would provide a servant to clean the 

feet of those who had been walking through the dirt.  They would be reclining as 
they ate, so who knows how close those feet would be to the table.   The laying 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26633a


aside of His garments seems symbolic of the laying aside of Himself, to take on the 

form of a man,  a servant, a suffering servant, to give Himself for us. 

Phil 2:5-8 

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of 
God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no 

reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of 

men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became 
obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.  Phil 2:5-8 

Jesus is soon to be the Suffering Servant Isaiah prophesied of, but He is now 

behaving as a servant to His disciples. 

5 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to 

wipe them with the towel with which He was girded.  

6 Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, “Lord, are You washing my feet?” 

7 Jesus answered and said to him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but you 
will know after this.” 

8 Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet!” 

Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.” 

The word for part speaks to fellowship – not salvation obviously, we know that a 

washing of the feet is not how we are saved, nor a baptism of any kind.  Jesus 
pronounces them clean (except Judas).  So this is about something more. 

9 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!” 

10 Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely 
clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.”  

11 For He knew who would betray Him; therefore He said, “You are not all clean.” 

12 So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to 

them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 

13 You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am.  

14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher , have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 

another’s feet.   

The Word here for Master in some translations, would better be rendered Teacher 

(didaskalos = dee-dahs-kah-loss) which it is here in NKJV, but in KJV it is rendered 
Master. 

15 For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.  



16 Most assuredly (verily, verily) , I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; 

nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him.   

(Here we have an example of kyrios (sounds like coo-ree-ohs) which is translated master 
just as didaskalos was in 13-14 in KJV.  Kyrios when spoken of Jesus means God, the 

Messiah, when spoken in human terms can be lord or master in terms of a man addressing 
a servant.  Remember Jesus identifies His Jewish disciples as servants, but soon will tell 

them in John 15 that He no longer calls them servants, but friends.  Keep in mind for the 
outer darkness teaching, there is Israel who is God’s servant.  All of them.   Believer and 

non-believer alike.  Right now Jesus is speaking to His Jewish servants, both His believing 
disciples and His non-believing disciples He addresses currently as servants.   

For those who will say servant is used of believers later, such as Paul being a servant to 
Christ, or being servants of righteousness etc., remember this speaks now NOT to a title of 

servant/slave, but to what the word actually means as a verb, it is now our service to Him 
that is spoken of, or serving righteousness.  In the church there is no doulos (do-loss.).  

Same word (doulos) is used of servant in Matthew 24 regarding either the evil or the good 
servant.  We have been made one in Christ Jesus.   

Gal 3:27-28   For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave (doulos/servant) nor 

free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.   

17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 

(We ARE blessed if we do them.  This also is a symbol of purification, what Jews did 

BEFORE the Passover.  But Jesus is trying to show His disciples something.  What might it 
be?  He identifies them as clean (which is sanctified positionally in His eyes - justified), the 

just shall live by faith.   

But we still walk in this world, and even though the new man is clean, our feet get dirty 
and our flesh needs washed in the water by the Word, as we also need to do the same for 

others.  This is called practical sanctification.    We are already perfected forever in the 
new man Heb 10 tells us, and we know Christ is our righteousness and our sanctification 

(1 Cor 1:30-31), but we do still sin in the flesh, which is why 1 John 1:9 was written, but 1 
John 3:9 says the new man does not commit sin.   

Besides the different types of cleansing or sanctification shown here, there is at least a 
twofold address here.  First address is to these men, who are all going to be elders & 

shepherds, examples to others, so what is Jesus telling THEM?  Is there significance to 
Peter being last?  Is he just a slow learner?  Is he like me and needs to be shown more 

than once and several different ways to ‘get it’, or is Jesus just reinforcing certain truths to 
him? 

1 Pet 5:1-5  The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be 

revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, 
not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being 

lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; 4 and when the 



Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.  

1 Pet 5:1-4 

Ez 34:1-10 

And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the 

shepherds of Israel, prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD to the 

shepherds: “Woe to the shepherds of Israel who feed themselves! Should not the 

shepherds feed the flocks? 3 You eat the fat (fat: word where we get the cream of 

the crop – Boydrea) and clothe yourselves with the wool; you slaughter the 

fatlings, but you do not feed the flock. 4 The weak you have not strengthened, nor 

have you healed those who were sick, nor bound up the broken, nor brought back 

what was driven away, nor sought what was lost; but with force and cruelty you 

have ruled them. 5 So they were scattered because there was no shepherd; and they 

became food for all the beasts of the field when they were scattered. 6 My sheep 

wandered through all the mountains, and on every high hill; yes, My flock was 

scattered over the whole face of the earth, and no one was seeking or searching for 

them.”  7 ‘Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 8 “As I live,” says the 

Lord GOD, “surely because My flock became a prey, and My flock became food for 

every beast of the field, because there was no shepherd, nor did My shepherds 

search for My flock, but the shepherds fed themselves and did not feed My flock”—

 9 therefore, O shepherds, hear the word of the LORD! 10 Thus says the Lord GOD: 

“Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I will require My flock at their hand; I will 

cause them to cease feeding the sheep, and the shepherds shall feed themselves no 

more; for I will deliver My flock from their mouths, that they may no longer be food 

for them.”   

EZ 34 is a picture of the hireling we see spoken of in John 10. 

And here Jesus is speaking to Peter later. 

John 21:15-17  15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; 

thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.16 He saith to him 
again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, 

Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 17 He saith 
unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved 

because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, 
Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, 

Feed my sheep.   

Peter was grieved because Jesus asked him a third time if he loved Him.  I get tears every 

single time I read this.  We all have different gifts in the body and every single one of us 
are necessary to His body.   Teachers and pastors, elders were addressed in the practical 

sanctification of other believers.  I believe the church as a whole is also are given an 



example. We are His body, His Bride.  If we love Jesus, we will feed/tend His sheep 

however we can.  So what can we do in order to feed other believers?  How can we help 
them in their walk?  How can we tend them?  We can answer this in different ways for 

ourselves, as we are able to help others in need, and just in fellowshipping. 
 

Here are just ideas for feeding His sheep by the Word:  

 Encouragement by His Word as we see some do on their FB pages, or via email.   
 Teaching the Word whether by expounding upon a certain passage, or understanding 

of something such as lordship or repentance.   
 Speaking the Word in our lives and to others – it won’t return void   

 Being ready with an answer – granted this speaks to unbelievers, however, there are 

more sheep to come   
 Our own studying with God’s Approval as our motive will help us rightly divide His 

Word to others   
 As we see someone personally struggling with something, we can look up verses on 

what they are having trials with, such as grief, sorrow, pain, etc. and we can share 
with them even if not a teacher.   

 As we share any of these things on FB, we can pray for opportunities for His Word to 
go out to others as others share. 

 Iron sharpening iron as our dear sister Marian usually prays for us 
 

PRACTICAL SANCTIFICATION EMPHASIZED 

Eph 5:25-27  25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, 
and gave himself for it; 26 that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of 

water by the word, 27 that he might present it to himself a glorious church, not 
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without 

blemish. 
 

Psalm 119:9-11  How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to 
Your word.  With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from 

Your commandments!   Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin 

against You. 
 

Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.  John 17:17 

Jesus Identifies who will betray Him 

Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up 

his heel against me.  Ps 41:9 

18 “I do not speak concerning all of you. I know whom I have chosen; but that the 
Scripture may be fulfilled, ‘He who eats bread with Me has lifted up his heel against Me.’  

19 Now I tell you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may BELIEVE that I 

am He.  



Believe that ‘I am’ He’s already pronounced them clean, they have already believed He has 

the words of eternal life.  He will say a similar statement again in John 14:29 & John 16:4, 
so this will be remembrance, assurance of what they have already believed.  They will 

scatter, and they will deny Him, and these words will reassure them of who He is, and who 
they are in Him. 

20 Most assuredly (verily, verily), I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives 

Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.” 

21 When Jesus had said these things, He was troubled in spirit, and testified and 

said, “Most assuredly (verily, verily), I say to you, one of you will betray Me.”  

22 Then the disciples looked at one another, perplexed about whom He spoke. 

23 Now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved (John).  

John is noted as the beloved disciple, but we know the Lord doesn’t show preference 

between people, so perhaps this disciple John was not reticent to show his own love for the 
One who had done so much for Him.  Again, the one who is forgiven much, loves much. 

(Beloved disciple-- Jn 13:23-25, 19:26-27, 20;1-10, chapter 21-three times) 

24 Simon Peter therefore motioned to him (John) to ask who it was of whom He spoke. 

25 Then, leaning back on Jesus’ breast, he (John) said to Him, “Lord, who is it?” 

26 Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I shall give a piece of bread when I have 

dipped it.” And having dipped the bread, He gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon.  

27 Now after the piece of bread, Satan entered him. Then Jesus said to him, “What you do, 

do quickly.”  

28 But no one at the table knew for what reason He said this to him.  

29 For some thought, because Judas had the money box, that Jesus had said to him, 

“Buy those things we need for the feast,” or that he should give something to the poor. 

30 Having received the piece of bread, he then went out immediately.  

And it was night. 

Those words really affected me, as Judas went out to betray Jesus, it was darkness. This 

shows the power of darkness at work, but had they even known, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory.  See Satan knows the Word, but he does not understand it, or 

he would have understood the timing of the Daniel prophecy and the suffering servant 
prophecy.  Satan must have been thrilled that Jesus was made a little lower than the 

angels. 



FAREWELL DISCOURSE 13:31-16:33 

31 So, when he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is 
glorified in Him.  

32 If God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, and glorify Him 

immediately.  

33 Little children, I shall be with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I said to 
the Jews, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come,’ so now I say to you.  

34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, 
that you also love one another.  

35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

This is one of the ways God draws other men to Him.  We have factions among us, and 
these factions or heresies – (which is actually the proper word used, the word we get 

heresy from), (1 Cor 11) these divisions show believers those who God approves of, or 
does not.  Some are made more apparent over time.  This is why it’s important for us as 

we contend for the faith once delivered, that we remember others are watching.  They 
don’t realize that many of these false deceivers or those deceived may not be Christians at 

all, they perceive it as believers fighting.  This is why it is good to mark and avoid people, 
and set them apart from us.  So people know we do not consider this teaching or doctrine 

a Christian teaching.   We may not judge the particular deceived person’s salvation, but we 
do mark and avoid the doctrine, and if this person is teaching a false gospel, we mark and 

avoid them.      

Peter’s Fall Foretold: 13:36-38  

Parallel Passages: Matt 26:31-35; Mark 14:27-31; Luke 22:31-39 

36 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, where are You going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I 

am going you cannot follow Me now, but you shall follow Me afterward.” (Peter too would 

be crucified) 

37 Peter said to Him, “Lord, why can I not follow You now? I will lay down my LIFE for Your 
sake.” 

38 Jesus answered him, “Will you lay down your LIFE for My sake? Most assuredly, I say to 
you, the rooster shall not crow till you have denied Me three times. 

We know that it is going to be the exact opposite.  They are going to be unfaithful. They 

are going to flee.  They are going to deny Him.  They are not going to lay down their life.   

But Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior, in His Great Love, is instead, going to lay down His 

life for them. 


