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Last week we saw Jesus in the upper room washing the feet of the disciples.  He called 
them all clean but Judas, so we discussed Jesus also giving the disciples a picture of 

practical sanctification.  Something that not only elders and shepherds should be doing 
with the flock, but a practical application to believers also.  It was indeed a literal thing 

done in that day, by servants to guests in people’s homes.  But even though it can be 
literally applied, it can speak of serving others and even further serving by using His 

Word to wash others as we walk through this dirty world.   

If we love Jesus, we the church too will be feeding His sheep, washing the feet of the 
saints is listed as a good work in 1 Tim 5:10.  This also can be a picture of us preaching 

the Word to the world, to be instant, in and out of season.  Also to be ready with an 
answer of the reason of the hope that is within us.   

We spoke briefly of the chapters being added, and later the verses, so I’ll take a little 

history moment.  I looked it up so we’d be a little clearer on timing.  In the 12th century 
in the Latin vulgate, they added chapter divisions.   But manuscripts dating back to the 

fourth century, had some form of chapter divisions.  In 1551, Robert Estienne (a.k.a. 
Stephanus) added verse divisions to his fourth edition of the Greek New Testament.  The 

first translation to use the chapter and verse divisions was the Geneva translation, both 
1557 and the 1560 (which contained the whole Bible).  The point of knowing that, is 

often the story continues into the next chapter, and although broken by the chapter or 

verse, we need to determine if it is a continuation of the same moment, which this is, or 
actually a break in time as we see between chapter 5 & 6 about a 6 month time lapse.   

 

Peter’s denial - Parallel Passages: Matt 26:31-35; Mark 14:27-31; Luke 22:31-39 

We left off with Peter being told he would deny Jesus, and the disciples having been told 
that one of them would betray Him.  The parallel passages in the synoptic gospels 

include some things that John does not.  We know John also has other passages that are 
unique to his gospel which was written well after theirs.  Luke mentions that Satan has 

asked to sift Peter like wheat, and Jesus knowing Peter would deny Him, comforted him, 
letting Peter know He prayed for him, that his faith should not fail; and when Peter 

returned to Jesus, that he would strengthen his brethren…  What did that mean?  What 
faith?  Peter was already clean so this was so Peter would continue to believe and not 

become discouraged as some do in their failures.  Jesus, foreknowing what Peter would 
do, how he would not just abandon Him but deny Him also, is encouraging him in 

advance…Is that not what His Word is for?  Does it not do the same for us? 

The three other accounts also mention that all of the disciples will offended, or “be made 
to stumble”, or “fall away”.  The word is where we get scandalized.  Part of the outline of 

Biblical usage for skandalizō - sounds like: skahn-dah-LEADS-zo) is> “to cause a person 
to begin to distrust and desert one whom he ought to trust and obey.  So their 

scattering is not only about them running away to spare their lives, but confusion about 



what they thought was going to happen, causing them momentarily to think their faith 

was misplaced.   
 

It was also a fulfillment of just what the Scriptures said would happen in Zech 13:7, 
‘Strike the Shepherd and the sheep of the flock will be scattered’.  In the Mark account, 

the other disciples all said they would not deny Jesus either.   In the last chapter, we 
saw believers who were not publicly confessing Him, Peter who would deny Him 3 times, 

and all of His disciples would abandon Him. We as believers should strive not to deny 
Jesus, not just by word, but by deed.  We know we fail.  And yet here is Jesus facing the 

darkest moment in history, who is going to continue to comfort them all (vs. them 
comforting Him), the Lord does not give up on us.  So it’s nighttime, and Jesus 

continues his farewell discourse to the disciples. 

 

This chapter is identified as the Last Discourse and is only seen in John, but it 

actually started in 13:31 

14 “Let not your heart be troubled; you BELIEVE in God, BELIEVE also IN ME.  

(They already believe in Jesus, He is encouraging them to keep maturing, continuing in 
their faith and their focus on Him.  There will be a spiritual battle to come.  This is not 

about belief unto eternal life, they are already clean.  This a command, an imperative for 
what is to come, for them to continue in faith.  (This is not likely indicative, as in a 

suggestion, but imperative, as in a command).  And if imperative, a double imperative, 
He is commanding them to believe on the truth! Almost as if a verily, verily statement. 

Don’t look at the stormy water, look at Jesus.  This is a similar statement to the focus 
seen in Rom 12:2 - And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God. 

2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a place for you.  

3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; 

that where I am, there you may be also.  

This was the passage my daughter Baylie chose as her memory verse for her Baptism.  

The many mansions is also translated as many rooms.  This is one passage that we 
believe speaks to the rapture for several reasons.  But pray here for me to lay this out in 

an orderly manner for us to be able to answer why we are always with Christ.  He abides 
in us, and we abide in Him. 

We ask the questions: where was Jesus going?  He ascended to heaven.  Where is 

His Father’s house? Same place Jesus was going, in heaven.  What did He go to do?  
To prepare a place for us (which is said twice).  Why is He preparing a place in heaven if 

we are only received up there to come right back down again (post-trib position)?  Note 
also that He says He will RECEIVE US unto Himself.  When is He receiving us then 

would be the question.  I believe Scripture shows it is before His wrath and His 

judgment that is to come.  I also believe that we can easily show that since Jesus is the 



only Judge and the one to whom God gave the execution of judgment, that is the reason 

He is the only one worthy to open the seals.   The time the judgment and wrath begins 
is at the opening of the very first seal.   

On the flip side, many who are reformed that do not believe in the rapture, say this 

passage speaks to them following Him to His death.  There are too many positions to go 
into regarding the rapture, so we’ll stick with the pre-millennial rapture position.  

Although I agree He is speaking to His disciples here, this speaks to where Jesus will go, 
which we see in Acts 1; Jesus ascending to the Father, what He is going to do, and of a 

time to come in the future.  Similarly to the time tenses in Revelation. 

So we are going to go on a rapture trail for a moment.  I’d like to look at some other 

passages that might firm up our understanding of where we are going first as believers; 
the order after death.  Then also briefly look at the understanding of the differences 

between the rapture and the second coming. And the eternal position we possess as the 
body and bride of Christ. 

Revelation speaks to the past, present and future tense.  The Alpha and Omega tells 

John to write down the things that he had seen (past), the things which are (present), 

and the things that would be hereafter (future). 

First let’s look at a couple passages 

1 Cor 15:51-52 

51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 

changed.  1 Cor 15:51-52 

1 Thess 4:16-18 
 

16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 

the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: 17 then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them 

in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.   

 
Contrast these two passages with 1-3. 

 I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be 
also.  

 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 

clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord 

 

Side note: These are the same words Jesus is comforting them with in John 14:1-3 (No 
believers will be in outer darkness, so shall we ever be with the Lord.  This is a 

permanent residence of believers with Jesus, but I’m going to continue more later.  We 



know we do not stay in heaven, but we do stay with Jesus where ever He is, there we 

will be also.)   
 

In chapter 8 we saw Jesus speaking to Abraham’s descendants, His servants, but He 
says in John 8:35-36 - And the servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son 

abideth ever. 36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.     
The second instance where it says ‘ever’ in the KJV, should also be rendered ‘forever’, it 

is the same two words, eis aiōn (sounds like ice I-own), it is FOREVER. 

We are IN Him, He made His abode dwelling in us, and we are His body, we dwell in 
Him.  We were set free from servanthood, and we abide in HIM forever.   

So let’s continue with how we are going to where we are going  
 

The same word for trump and trumpet is salpigx (sawl-PEEGZ).  In the two rapture 
verses above, it is the very same word we will see in Revelation 1, the Alpha and the 

Omega, speaking with a GREAT VOICE as of a TRUMPET, (also Rev. 4). 
 

James 5:8-9 tells us that Jesus is the “Judge standing at the open door”.   
Jesus is that same judge we see standing at the open door with the same voice of a 

TRUMPET  

 
Rev 4:1-2   After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first 

voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up 
hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter.  And immediately I was in 

the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. 
 

Remember in John 10:9, Jesus IS the Door.  Revelation 4:1 shows the voice like a 
trumpet, (that voice already having been identified in Rev. 1:10-14),  I believe that is 

Jesus speaking to the church (an open door no man can shut-Rev 3:8-10).  This is the 
churches ascension up into heaven, into the clouds.  Later we will come back down to 

live on earth in the millennial kingdom.  The voice identified in Rev 1 that John first 
spoke to is Jesus, and John says He has the voice of a trumpet, and this I believe is the 

calling up of the church, “come up here” or “come up hither”. Makes me also think on 
Song of Solomon chapter 2, “Arise my love, come away”... 

 

There is another verse in Revelation where we see “Come up Hither”….It is after the 
two witnesses were killed, and then God breathed life into them again, notice the way 

they are received. 
 

Rev 11:12  And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up 
here"(or hither).  And they ascended to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies saw 

them. (Rev. 11:12) 
 

They also ascended to heaven in a cloud, in like manner as Jesus our firstfruits did in His 
ascension as I believe Scripture shows the church will be gathered together TO Him 

(immediately as it says in Rev 4).  Where He is -- where He has prepared a place for us. 
 

So let’s go back ‘my Father’s house’ and to the word mansion/dwelling and place. 



 

DWELLING/MANSIONS: Monē (said like the artist Manet) is the word used for 
mansions or dwelling, also an abode or to ‘make one’s abode’ with someone.  It is 

also a metaphor of God the Holy Spirit indwelling believers.   
 

PLACE: Topos (sounds like– top-oss), is the Greek word for place, and since we know 
He was going to His Father’s house, for the time being, the place Jesus is preparing is 

in Heaven.   Our abode is with Him.  And I believe the purpose will show it will be a 
place we will be while His wrath and indignation is poured out on all the inhabitants of 

the earth, to finish a transgression for Israel (the seven years left to Jacob’s trouble).  
After that, wherever He is, there we will be also. 

In John 2, Jesus identifies His Father’s house as the Temple, and then further identifies 
the temple in vs. 19-21, as being His body before and rebuilt after His resurrection 

(Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up).  Making a strong case for our 
abode being continually with Him, as we are His body.   

So first, we go to heaven to be with Jesus, where He is.  But we also have this 

house/dwelling with Christ. And when He comes to set down His feet on the Mount of 
Olives, we will be right with Him. 

Col. 3:4 “When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with 

him in glory”.   

I made a chart below for some of the differences between the rapture and the second 

coming.  The disciples do not yet know the mystery of the rapture, but Jesus is telling 

them what He will be doing.  They will understand it in the future.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 And where I go you know, and the way you 

know.” 

5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we 

know the way?” 

The Rapture 
 

Christ comes in the AIR. 
(1 Thess. 4:16-17) 

 

Christ comes FOR His saints. 
(1 Thess. 4:16-17) 

 
Believers depart the earth. 

(1 Thess. 4:16-17) 

 
Christ claims His bride. 

 
Christ gathers His own. 

(1 Thess. 4:16-17) 
 

Christ comes to reward. 
(1 Thess. 4:17) 

 
There are no signs. It is imminent. 

 
It is a time of blessing and comfort. 

(1 Thess. 4:18) 

 
Involves believers only. 

(John 14:1-3; 1 Cor. 15:51-55; 1 Thess. 4:13-18) 

 
Will occur in a moment, in the time it takes 
to blink.  Only His own will see His coming. 

(1 Cor 15:51-52) 

 
TRIBULATION BEGINS 

 
Christ comes as the bright morning star. 

(Rev. 22:16) 

 

The Return (Second Coming) 
 

Christ comes TO the earth. 
(Zech 14:4) 

 

Christ comes WITH His saints. 
(1 Thess 3:13; Jude 14) 

 
Unbelievers are taken away. 

(Matt 24:37-41) 

 
Christ comes WITH His bride. 

 
Angels gather the elect. 

(Matt 24:31) 

 
Christ comes to judge. 

(Matt 25:31-46) 

 
Portended by many signs. (Matt 24:4-29) 

 
It is a time of destruction and judgment. 

(2 Thess. 2:8-12) 
 

Involves both Israel and the Gentile nations. 
(Matt 24:1-25:46) 

 
Will be visible to the entire world 

(Matt 24:27; Rev 1:7) 

 
 

MILLENNIUM BEGINS 
 

Christ comes as the sun of righteousness. 
(Mal. 4:2) 

 



6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the LIFE. No one comes to the Father 

except through Me. 

John 10, Jesus says, I am the door – the only way to enter. We see, you will know 
the truth and the truth will make you free – in chapter 8, and chapter 11, I am the 

resurrection and the life.  Here at first Thomas thinks the way is some path to 
travel.  We see this in reformed circles that speak of the narrow way as a path of 

works, and similarly we see this in religions everywhere.  But Jesus identifies that 
HE is the way.  And He told them in vs. 4, that they already knew the way.  Luke 

called them followers of the way.  It could be 3 aspects, or one with the other two 
describing Him.  Jesus is the way, and the way is the truth and the life. Either 

way, or both ways are correct, it is only through Him that people can enter.  Jesus 

is an exclusivist.  It is only through Him and no second chances.  Rom 5:2 says 
through Him we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we 

stand.  Eph 2:18 says, through Him we have our access in one Spirit TO the 
Father. Heb 10 says we now can boldly enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus 

Christ by a new and LIVING WAY, which He has consecrated for us, through the 
veil, His flesh…. 

7 “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you 

know Him and have seen Him.” 

8 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.” 

9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, 

Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10 Do you not BELIEVE that I am in the Father, and the Father IN ME? The 

words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who 
dwells IN ME does the works. 11 BELIEVE Me that I am in the Father and the Father IN 

ME, or else BELIEVE Me for the sake of the works themselves. 

Philip knows Him, but doesn’t know Him well yet.  He doesn’t quite ‘get it’ as it 

seems also the other disciples still aren’t quite ‘hearing’ Him.   Jesus has done all 
these things, and they’ve already forgotten He has just raised Lazarus from the 

dead?  But Jesus knows their human nature, and knows how it is for many of us, 
in times of trouble we forget Him, or we forget the wonderful things He has done.  

Here we see the Oneness emphasized once again of Jesus and the Father, and yet 
obviously by Philip’s question, they do not understand that no one can see God the 

Father face to face, nor quite understand the working and ministries of each one.  
They are believers, but they are going to mature in the knowledge of Him. But 

Jesus who is God, was manifested in the flesh, and through Him, they could see 

the Father as they were in each other.  They would come to understand more of 
how they were One God. 

The Answered Prayer 

12 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who BELIEVES IN ME, the works that I do he will do 

also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.  



13 And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified 

IN THE SON.  

14 If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. 

Because Jesus goes to the Father, the disciples were going to receive the Holy 
Spirit which is power from on High, as all believers who had been preached the 

gospel would too.  After His resurrection, He reminds His disciples of this on the 

Road to Emmaus, where to go (Jerusalem), and then He will send them the 
promise of the Spirit (Lk 24:49).  Boy do we ever see these verses misused by the 

signs and wonders profits (and I spelled it p-r-o-f-i-t-s).  This passage is one of 
several abused and misused by Word of Faith teachings and some Pentecostal 

preachers.  

What greater works does He speak to here?  And when we ask something ‘in 
His Name’ what does that mean exactly? That would be to be in agreement with 

the character and will of Jesus.   Does this speak to just His disciples, or in a 
broader sense or scope to the whole church?   Will the whole church do greater 

works than Jesus?  We know very well we don’t see much of the miracles that 

Christ did after the apostles used wonders and signs to establish the truth of their 
ministry, spread the gospel message, and build the foundation of the church.  But 

their works weren’t greater than Jesus as far as the actual types of miracles, but 
as to the extent, the firstfruits of the New Covenant/Testament, absolutely!   

Eph 2:20-22 explains reasons for the apostles and prophets ability to perform 

miracles and prophesy. 

20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 

Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21 In whom all the building fitly 

framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22 In whom ye 

also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 

When Paul was being harangued by the Corinthians -- questioned about his 

apostleship, miracles were one of several of his proofs of apostleship, another 

proof is the infamous verse reformed or lordship people use from 2 Cor 13:5 to 

suggest we are to test or examine ourselves to see if we are really saved, vs. 

them having come to Christ, because He was a true apostle, that they had Jesus 

Christ living in them.  So, people coming to know Christ and become spiritually 

alive, that is the greatest miracle.  Jesus miracles and the miracles of His disciples 

were proofs of their ministry and who they were based on what the Prophets had 

foretold.  

Let’s look at what Paul said to the ungrateful and bratty Corinthians  

2 Cor 12:12 Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you with all 

perseverance, in signs and wonders and mighty deeds. 



Or Romans 15:18-19 18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which 

Christ has not accomplished through me, in word and deed, to make the Gentiles 

obedient— 19 in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so 

that from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel 

of Christ. 

So it’s what Christ accomplished in them, and by the power of the Spirit of God.  
And notice it was the gospel would be fully preached?  So, likely Jesus is speaking 

of a greater extent of people being reached, hearing the gospel, believing on Him, 
and being given eternal life. This is why He came, so we might have life.  The 

amount of people who would believe, the growth the church sees in those who 
have believed, vs. those who believed while Jesus was alive must speak to the 

extent of the miracles, for we have see no one perform greater physical miracles, 
but the miracle of seeing people born again?... Priceless.   

And of course the ministry going out not just to the Jews, but to the Samaritans 
and to the whole world.   And we know because the Holy Spirit would indwell them 

once Jesus went to the Father that they would do greater works than they had 
before. 

 
Jesus wants the Father to be glorified in Him, do we pray the same way?  In the 

name of Jesus, whatever happens here Lord, in my difficulty or hardship, may YOU 
Father be glorified in what I do or what happens.  Those prayers He will work in 

us.  And that is some promise, so we need remember to pray this way for more 
things in our lives.  May the Lord strengthen us to do things for Him and may He 

be glorified in what we do.   

What miracles do we see the disciples perform? 

 Acts 2 -Day of Pentecost we see the apostles telling of the wonderful works of 

God in all these different languages.  They spoke to Jews and proselytes from 
every nation under heaven the Word tells us.  Every man heard them speak in his 

own language and they were amazed because they were Galilæans.  In vs. 43 of 
chapter 2, we see they did many wonders and signs, but it does not say what they 

were. 

 Acts 3:2-11 – Lame man healed, Peter and John 
 Peter & Silas in a miraculous earthquake (4:31).  

 Ananias and Sapphira were slain by the Lord (5:5-10).  
 Signs and wonders continued to be done by the apostles (5:12).  

 Peter healed many from various cities (5:12-16).  
 The prison doors were opened by an angel (5:19).  

 Stephen wrought great wonders and signs (6:8).  
 In Samaria, Philip did great miracles and signs (8:6,7,13). 

 The Lord appeared to Saul, but Saul is unsaved until he responds to the preaching 
of the gospel by Ananias (9:3-9). 

 Ananias healed Saul's blindness (9:17-18).  
 Peter healed Aeneas (9:32-35).  

 In Joppa, Peter raised Dorcus from the dead (9:39-42). 



 Cornelius saw an angel. He and his family spoke in tongues, but he was saved by 

responding to the preaching of the gospel by Peter (10:4,46; cf. v. 48; 11:14).  
 Peter saw the vision on the roof and spoke with the Lord (10:9-22). 

 A prison gate was miraculously opened (12:10).  
 Paul blinded Elymas the sorcerer (el-loo-moss)(13:11-12).  

 Paul performed miracles in Iconium (14:3,4).  
 At Lystra, Paul healed a crippled man (14:8-18).  

 Paul healed a woman possessed by an evil spirit (16:18).  
 The miraculous earthquake unloosed all the chains and doors in the Philippian 

prison (16:26).  
 In Ephesus, twelve men spoke in tongues, and prophesied (19:6).  

 Paul performed other miracles in Ephesus (19:11,12).  
 In Troas, Paul raised Eutychus from the dead (20:8-12).  

 
I have to stop and joke about this one a bit.  I mean, is this where we get the saying, 

“you’re killing me?” Or since they speak of sleep meaning death, is this what it means to 

fall asleep during a sermon because it was so long?  
 

 Paul bitten, not affected by the viper at Melita (28:3-6).  
 He also healed those on the island who were diseased (28:8-9). 

 Paul declares his ministry established by his "mighty signs and wonders." (Romans 
15:15-19) 

 Paul declares that his miracles, signs, and wonders form a part of his apostolic 
credentials. (2 Corinthians 12:12)  

 The author of Hebrews speaks of the miracles, signs, and wonders performed by 
those who first heard Christ. (Hebrews 2:3-4) 

Jesus Promises the Comforter 

Here we are going to get into some simple principles that we can use hopefully to grow 
in our fellowship or intimacy with Christ.  When we read the Word, we can pray about 

these things, Dear Lord, help us keep Your Word Lord, so that the world will know that 
we love You. 

Jesus said: 

15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.  

This is another, If-you-love-me-feed-my-sheep comment.  How often do we ‘say’ or 

‘feel’ we love Jesus but may not be showing Him by our obedience to keep His 
commandments to love Him and love others as ourselves.  And of course other 

instructions in His Word.  What commandments?  How will we know, if we don’t read 
what He wrote to us? 

What keeps us from the Lord?  Distractions.  Lack of self-discipline?  Lack of obedience 

to stay or abide in His Word to become disciples.  Do we Love and treasure His Word?  
This actually happens as we are in the Word.  When we aren’t in His Word, it’s like 

becoming an anorexic and it can happen pretty quickly.  We do not desire it, we’ve lost 



our taste, we push the food around on our plate.  We eat small bites and push the plate 

away.  We need to Taste and see that the Lord is good!   

Do we study His Word with His approval praying for the Holy Spirit to guide us into all 
truth?  How do we know what He wants except that we read what He has inspired 

people to write to us from Him for our own benefit?    These next comments are not to 
condemn anyone, because we all might reach for a book or music or even television and 

that doesn’t make us wrong.   But is it becoming more and more the way we get fed 
possibly?  Might we be growing out of balance with distractions in our lives? Of course 

we are, it is a daily consideration for all of us!  

But we know that Ps 119:25 and 28 tell us that the Scriptures revive and strengthen us.  

But do we remember that?  We desperately need the Living and powerful Word, and we 
need to remember it is every part of our armor as Christ is, and so we need to polish our 

armor up daily with it.  Just ask Him to help you spend time in His Word, don’t be 
legalistic about it, or set yourself up to fail.  As soon as I make a schedule for 

something, or determine to start a diet, as an Italian like Marian would say, 
fahgedditaboutit….. Not likely.  We need to tell the Lord this is what we want, and ask 

Him for help, for reminders, and to stand in our liberty, cooperate, but trust He will help.  
Once we obey to get into the Word of His Grace, the grace of God and the love of God 

will compel us.  Let’s see how the Word helps. 

Rom 15:4  For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, 

that we through (the) patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. 

2 Cor 5:13-15 

For whether we be beside ourselves, it is to God: or whether we be sober, it is for 

your cause. 14 For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that 
if one died for all, then were all dead: 15 and that he died for all, that they which 

live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, 
and rose again. 

Paul, after warning the elders day and night in tears for 3 years finished with them 

with  

Acts 20:32   

 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is 

able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are 
sanctified. 

Don’t beat yourself up and look at others thinking how much of a better Christian they 
are.  Phooey!  We are all weak, we are not some spiritual giants.  We cry, we get 

discouraged, we feel fear, we think of ourselves, look at just this chapter and the 
disciples reactions.  We live this Christian life day by day, hour by hour, even minute by 

minute at times.  Our senses are constantly assailed by this world.  By technology and 
worries, and distractions like Jesus told Martha she was constantly worried about. 



Believers need to consistently remind each other, to stop, talk with the Lord, spend time 

in His Word, because He says when we do this, we have chosen the good part, the 
needed/necessary thing, which will never be taken from us.  Be like Mary, get feet time 

with Jesus.  The epistles were written for a reason, because believers are sheep and 
constantly need reminded to get back with the Shepherd in the safety of the flock.  But 

if we are far from hearing the voice of the Shepherd, we will fall into danger, 
despondency, no guidance, no other sheep to fellowship with, we are walking in 

darkness & sin in those times.  We have to remember the flesh is still with us and our 
soul constantly wars with our flesh.  So which side are we feeding the most?  We need 

to remember to keep looking on Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. 

John 13:34  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I 

have loved you, that ye also love one another. 

1 John 5:2  By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, 
and keep his commandments. 

This pretty much sums up the two greatest commandments, when we are loving God, 

we’re able to love others.  Another thing we have to understand too, that this is not 

automatic, this is what we are exhorted to do to show love to Him.  Feeding His Sheep is 
another way we show love to Him.  Learning of Him is how we are able to love Him 

more, feet time we call it.  Hearing His Word.  Letting Him teach us excellent things of 
counsels and knowledge so we might know the certainty of His words of truth. 

 


