
Last week we spoke about the Samaritan woman, who came to fill her water pot with 

water from the well, and instead was offered living water.  When I think on Living water 

and a water pot which I picture as maybe being a clay type pot, I think of this passage, 

would someone please read 2 Cor 4:7-10 

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power 

may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled on every side, yet not 

distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; 

cast down, but not destroyed;  always bearing about in the body the dying of the 

Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.  

The Whitened Harvest (10-2) Lord willing 

 

Now when we finished off last week, these were the last two verses we finished with. 

25 The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When 
He comes, He will tell us all things.”  (From her Jewish side, she knows that much, or longs 

for that…) 

26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.”   

These words, “I AM HE”, is a name, and a prophecy (PR) of the Deliverer/Savior 
and the Prophet to come.  Moses was the first deliverer and Prophet, and told Israel 

that they had better listen to the final prophet, or God would require it of them. 

Here we see The Great “I Am” being identifies as the Messiah.  What did they know 
about Him?  They knew He was the only Saviour.  (We discussed that in prior 

classes, only God is Saviour).   

One thing important to note here is that she knew there was a Messiah coming, and 

He identified Himself as the one she was expecting.   In fact although He was 
identified as the Messiah by others, this is the first time He has identified Himself by 

saying who He is.  

27 And at this point His disciples came, and >>>they marveled that He talked with a 
woman; yet no one said, “What do You seek?” or, “Why are You talking with her?” 

28 The woman then left her water pot, went her way into the city, and said to the men, 

29 “Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?”   

(Pretty important for her to keep that water pot with her – water is life - but she 

went her way into the city.  Now she must be excited.  The very place and people 
she likely avoids because of her position in society, but I am sure she has already 

believed He is the Christ but wants others to see.  Her wording here is careful, 
cautious, Jesus has already told her He is the Messiah, but how can she tell these 

people who despise her.  She has run to them, told them that He told her all these 



things, she is peaking their interest.  Had she come right out and stated He was the 

Messiah, they likely would not have listened to a woman of her standing.   

(Below I believe my thinking may be backed up by what the men say.  They 
make it clear, they didn’t believe because of what she had said, but because of 

what Jesus said.   I think it may back up that they would not have ‘heard her’ 
or admitted it had anything to do with her.)   

White space theology here---I pondered while she ran if she thought, “will they 
believe or listen to a woman of my reputation?  How should I phrase it to get 

them to come?”    

I also wondered how many of those men may have been partakers with her 
and thought, “‘Uh oh’, is He going to tell everything I have ever done too?  I 

better get there first before the others hear it”.    
 

Obviously I do not know what they were thinking, but they know it was a big 

enough deal for her to come running to the city, so their interest was at least 
piqued to go check it out. 

30 Then they went out of the city and came to Him.  

(I kind of smile, just thinking on the disciples wondering why Jesus is even talking to 

a woman, let alone a Samaritan harlot, but they all kept their mouth shut.  Jesus 

shows His GREAT LOVE for the sinner, yet people will say He does not love the 
sinner…. And HERE we see Jesus choosing to use the base, the foolish, the weak…to 

bring others to Him.  A Samaritan harlot woman running out to tell the men to come 
see if this is the Messiah, already doing her part to labor in the harvest… God is so 

good to show who He loves (again; ALL), and yes He will use even us.)  

31 In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.”  

32 But He said to them, “I have food to eat of which you do not know.” 

33 Therefore the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought Him anything to eat?” 

(Their minds are still on physical needs and although trying to take care of Jesus, (like 
Martha), they aren’t quite getting the needful thing, the good part which will never be 

taken from them (Lk 10:38-42).  And still a lot of what He says to Him goes over their 
heads.  But Jesus is patient to explain it to them.  He has different priorities then they do.  

But they are learning.  He is showing them to seize the opportunity, the fields are white for 
the harvest, NOW, not after we eat.) 

34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His 

work.  

35 Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say 

to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!  

Will someone read Matt 9:37-38 



Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are 
few; 38 pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his 

harvest.  Matt 9:37-38 

36 And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit  for ETERNAL LIFE, that both he 

who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together.  

The wages and the fruit being gathered for eternal life, is our rewards. 

Will someone please read 1 Cor 9:19-27 

19 For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I 

might gain the more. 20 And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the 

Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that 

are under the law; 21 to them that are without law, as without law, (being not without 

law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without 

law. 22 To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all 

things to all men, that I might by all means save some. 23 And this I do for the 

gospel’s sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you. 

24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So 

run, that ye may obtain. 25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate 

in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 26 I 

therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: 27 but 

I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I 

have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. 

(There are at least five crowns mentioned, that’s a study someone might like 

to do.  This is not a passage that speaks to Paul somehow losing his salvation, 

but his testimony before men, which will affect other’s salvation possibly along 

with his rewards in heaven.) 

37 For in this the saying is true: ‘One sows and another reaps.’  

38 I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have labored, and you 

have entered into their labors.” 

Somebody please read Psalm 126:5-6   

Those who sow in tears 

Shall reap in joy. 
He who continually goes forth weeping, 

Bearing seed for sowing, 
Shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 

Bringing his sheaves with him.  Psalm 126:5-6 

Somebody please read 1 Cor 3:6-8 



I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. So then neither he who 

plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.  Now he 
who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward 

according to his own labor. 1 Cor 3:6-8 

I want to share with you all, how important it is for us all to not only labor in the harvest, 

but to pray for laborers.  We might be sowing some seed, or watering.  We can pray for 

opportunity, we can say hello to strangers and say a prayer for them.  We can ask God to 

show us what He wants us to speak or if He wants us listen.  But we must stop with 

excuses (that is our flesh we need to bring under subjection), time is short.  I’ve heard all 

sorts of excuses, not here to embarrass anyone, so I’ll just tell you some of my excuses 

I’ve used.   

  

“Lord, I’m not a good enough Christian yet”.  Or, “Lord, what if I make it worse by 

speaking when I should not”?  “Lord, I don’t know how to do it, or how to begin”, 

etc.   Then years ago I ran across this passage, and as a sales person, I was 

reminded, it’s about numbers.  Do we believe in the product as a sales person?  Then 

although sales themselves may be hard, we know the person is going to get a good 

product.   

What about the gospel?  Sorry to liken the gospel of our salvation this way, but, just 

trying to explain.  Do we believe in the POWER of the GOSPEL itself as seen in 

Romans 1 and 1 Cor 1 or not?  Are we really realizing the implications of not letting 

someone know, if we have opportunity?  (Trust me I have failed multitudes of 

times.) 

 

Or like the men who tried to use wisdom of words and excellency of speech; have we 

forgotten we are just to share the gospel with fear and trembling, trusting God with 

the outcome?  In simplicity? (1 Cor 2:1-5, 2 Cor 11:3-4)   

 

Are we really ready with an answer for the reason of the hope that is within us? (1 

Pet 3:15)  Are we walking in wisdom towards those who are without, redeeming 

(using wisely) the time? (Col 4:5-6) 

 Are we preaching the Word both in and out of season? (2 Tim 4:1-4).   

 

We are already seeing itching ears, people not enduring sound doctrine, people 

turning their ears away from the truth.  Each one of us is seeing it I believe in a very 

big way. 

 

This passage coming up really spoke to me one time when I was making excuses 

about not being the ‘one’ to do something. We have used a portion before in this 

study, but I want to share again. 



Ex 4:10 -12 insert - Marian 

 

Somebody please read Ecc 11:1-6 

 

Cast your bread upon the waters, 

For you will find it after many days. 

Give a serving to seven, and also to eight, 

For you do not know what evil will be on the earth. 

If the clouds are full of rain, 

They empty themselves upon the earth; 

And if a tree falls to the south or the north, 

In the place where the tree falls, there it shall lie. 

He who observes the wind will not sow, 

And he who regards the clouds will not reap. 

As you do not know what is the way of the wind, 

Or how the bones grow in the womb of her who is with child, 

So you do not know the works of God who makes everything. 

In the morning sow your seed, 

And in the evening do not withhold your hand; 

For you do not know which will prosper, 

Either this or that, Or whether both alike will be good.  Ecc 11:1-6 

 

So true…many of my friends know the story of Avis, Harry Wong and Nancy.   All 

late wages.  I reaped what I did not labor much with Avis – who was the little older 
Jewish woman in her 80’s, a client.   

Harry I had sowed, but his sister-in-law reaped, and Nancy again, I did not labor 

much, but entered into the labors of others and was privileged to be able to lead her 

through His Word and tell her His gospel, as she conveyed back (by blinking her 
eyes, nodding and squeezing my hand that “Yes, she believed”.   Most know she died 

a couple days later, I was only to see her once more).    

A stranger I met a couple times in a rehab with my dad, another Harry (Jordan); he 
was cold, I brought him a jacket of my husbands. He got sick a couple of days later 

and was missing from the cafeteria so I went looking for him in his room. I asked if I 
could read the Word to him, he said he believed, and I prayed with him.  I saw him 

one more time, the next day.  He ended up in the hospital and I never saw him 
again, but I sure hope to one day. Please always pray for laborers for the harvest, 

pray for opportunity for you to plant, water, sow, no matter if the ‘time seems right’, 

we never know.  And the Lord can work with our weaknesses.  Is typing strength?  
Then make some tracts and if you are too shy to hand them out, have them ready to 

leave wherever you go. 



Now I’d like to open this conversation up for everyone to toss out ideas, just as if a 

drawing board discussion, ways we can in some way be a part of the harvest.  What ideas 
come to mind for you all? 

Facebook or other social media, share the gospel – Make it a Public post. 

Sitting by someone, pray for someone to talk to: (Marian’s example on the plane). 

Our example as believers, not as much our outward example, or even saying we are 
Christians, but sometimes it is about how we treat the enemy, those who revile us or 

spitefully use us. Could be our work places too.  Are we fighting back, or humbling 
ourselves to them? Or how we treat a stranger.  It has a lot to do why I don’t like to pray 

out in public with a group of believers.  When we’re in public, and we’re saying this long 
prayer, and holding hands, and then the waiter/waitress comes over and the prayer 

continues on and on while he/she stands there, it finishes, and all of the sudden there is 
murmuring and complaining and other things, we just don’t know what kind of thoughts 

are running through their head.  I’m not telling anyone don’t pray in public, but I am 
saying, if you do, remember how to treat the person who is serving you, it can be a boy or 

a girl that their loved ones have praying for someone to come and tell them, and instead 

we’ve sealed their hatred for Christians. 

Water – We can water with the Word, I believe we also can by being faithful to pray for 
those who are unbelievers we know.  It keeps us also cognizant of remembering to do our 

part either by speech, prayer, or deed to the person (might just be listening). 

Speak about it naturally – I believe it’s useful to speak about the truth as it regards us.  

We are not good, we were separated from God, what that mean for us, how we found the 
truth, etc. 

I believe tracts can be useful – do your own.  It’s a good way to be sure they are 

sound.  Print them in nice font to interest the person, or put  a picture.  You can always 
leave it with a good tip if you have made a good connection with the server. Doctor’s 

waiting rooms, (inside the magazines) wherever we go where people sit, it can be left.  
(Bathroom – Kimberrly)  - Gwyneth – handwritten note.  

 

Cultivate relationships – Pray when you meet someone for an opportunity to speak, 

many times we see them ‘asking us’, or them ‘sending for us’, be read with an answer.  
Answer questions honestly and in sincerity, don’t push, just be open. 

Try to show a pattern of good works, sound speech, grace and salt in our speech 

(Titus 2:7-8; Col 4:5-6; Titus 3:8). 
 

Be ready with an answer (the right way – with meekness and fear and a good 
conscience), study His Word  ( 2 Tim 2:15; Pr 22:17-21).   We are saved by believing 

God’s Word, 1 Pet 1:23, James 1:17-18; Acts 11:14 

Somebody please read  1 Pet 3:14-16 



But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, 
neither be troubled;  but sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always 

to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with 
meekness and fear: 16 having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of 

evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ.  1 Pet 
3:14-16 

Are we happy when we suffer?  Are we always ready?  Do we answer the way we should? Is 

my conversation always good? 

The Savior of the World 

39 And many of the Samaritans of that city BELIEVED IN HIM because of the word of 
the woman who testified, “He told me all that I ever did.” 

40 So when the Samaritans had come to Him, they urged Him to stay with them; and He 
stayed there two days.  

41 And many more BELIEVED because of His own word. 

42 Then they said to the woman, “Now we BELIEVE, not because of what you said, for 

we ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ,[a] the Savior of 

the world.”   

(We know Jesus ministry was focused on the Lost sheep of the house of Israel, 
however, here are some examples – Matt 15:21-28 (Tyre and Sidon), healing the 

slave of a Roman officer-Luke 7:1-10, other examples, but won’t go them now.  This 
phrase is important, THE CHRIST.   

We will see it throughout John in different ways, Christ the Saviour, Christ the 
Messiah, Christ the Son of the Living God, etc.  Even how Mary answered in Chapter 

11, when He told her He was the resurrection and the life, and asked her if she 
believed this.) 

 

SOMEBODY PLEASE READ JOHN 11:25-27 

Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and 

believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? She saith unto him, Yea, 
Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come 

into the world.  John 11:25-27 

Why is this important?  There are some that say we only need to believe on Him for 

eternal life, it is called the ‘crossless gospel’.  Many identify themselves as free 
grace.  Their point is by this book (John), people were believed and saved without 

knowing of the death and resurrection.   

I believe this is very important for us to understand, that the New Covenant was IN 
FORCE at the death of Christ on the cross. (Heb 9:17)  So we do know that all before 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26199a


that time, were the Just who lived by faith (in what had been revealed). They trusted 

in and looked forward to the Promise of the Messiah.  
 

What did they know?  If they knew their Scriptures. they knew about Messiah, who 
was a promise of salvation, a Saviour who was God, was to come into the world to 

save them.  They believed on as much as had been revealed.   

But for some to suggest that after His death and resurrection, just believing on Jesus 
is all they need to know, I’d disagree, as we have the gospel spelled out in 1 Cor 15.  

I’d rather not dare suggest knowing less is o.k.  I’ll continue to preach the Lord Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified for our sins.  Risen again as we too will be.  The power to 

take His life up again, proving He is God as He said. 

 
If you’d like to do an individual study, go throughout the book and do word searches 

on Christ, Messiah or Messias (depending on your version), see what they (the Jews) 
understood regarding the Son of David, the Son of Man, etc. from out of the law and 

the prophets, and Moses.  Interesting that even the Pharisees understood He would 
live forever. 

Welcome at Galilee 

43 Now after the two days He departed from there and went to Galilee. 

44 For Jesus Himself testified that a prophet has no honor in his own country.  

Would someone please read, Mat 13:53-58 

This is about Jesus Rejected at Nazareth 

53 Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these parables, that He departed 

from there. 54 When He had come to His own country, He taught them in their 

synagogue, so that they were astonished and said, “Where did this Man get this 

wisdom and these mighty works? 55 Is this not the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother 

called Mary? And His brothers James, Joses, Simon, and Judas? 56 And His sisters, are 

they not all with us? Where then did this Man get all these things?” 57 So they were 

offended at Him.   But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in 

his own country and in his own house.” 58 Now He did not do many mighty works 

there because of their unbelief. 

(Can you imagine, no matter what wisdom He spoke with and what mighty works 

(He did by their own admission), they were offended at Him.  Jesus did not do many 

mighty works there either, because of their unbelief, not their INABILITY to BELIEVE.  

I think we’ll see from the next passage, it’s likely He is not just speaking of Nazareth, 

seeing how He is THE Prophet, Israel is spoken to.) 

Somebody please read Deut 18:15-19 where Moses is speaking to Israel 



“The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from 

your brethren. Him you shall hear,  according to all you desired of the LORD your God 

in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of 

the LORD my God, nor let me see this great fire anymore, lest I die.’   “And 

the LORD said to me: ‘What they have spoken is good. 18 I will raise up for them a 

Prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and 

He shall speak to them all that I command Him. And it shall be that whoever will not 

hear My words, which He speaks in My name, I will require it of him.  Deut 18:15-19 

45 So when He came to Galilee, the Galileans received Him, having seen all the things He 
did in Jerusalem at the feast; for they also had gone to the feast.  

The wedding feast we know was at Cana. Three times we see Cana mentioned, we find 

out that Nathanael –Jn 21- is from Cana.  We already saw the wedding, and now Jesus 
coming back to Cana.  Inserting a map in the notes so you can kind of see the locations.  

Nazareth in relationship to Cana, then Capernaum and Bethsaida. 

 

A Nobleman’s Son Healed (Miracle 2)  

46 So Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee where He had made the water wine. (First 
Miracle/Sign)  

And there was a certain nobleman whose son was sick at Capernaum. (Where He had 

cleansed the temple-Jn 2) 

47 When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him and 

implored Him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death.  

48 Then Jesus said to him, “Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will by no means 
BELIEVE.”  



(Although this man is not identified as Jewish or Gentile, because of the question regarding 

signs, it suggests that he is Jewish.  Is this symbolic to Israel, or the man himself?  I’m 
thinking it speaks to this passage that follows among others.) 

Somebody please read 1 Cor 1:20-24  

Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not 

God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the 

world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of 
the message preached to save those who believe. 22 For Jews request a sign, and 

Greeks seek after wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling 
block and to the Greeks foolishness, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and 

Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.  1 Cor 1:20-24 

Remember, they were both called by the GOSPEL.   God bore witness/testimony of His Son 
by the signs and wonders and prophecies that were foretold of Him.  

(The man is undeterred, he begs) 

49 The nobleman said to Him, “Sir, come down before my child dies!” 

50 Jesus said to him, “Go your way; YOUR SON LIVES.” So the man BELIEVED the word 

that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his way. 

51 And as he was now going down, his servants met him and told him, saying, “YOUR 
SON LIVES!” 

 (Notice what his servants said were the exact words Jesus sent him away with) 

52 Then he inquired of them the hour when he got better. And they said to him, “Yesterday 
at the seventh hour the fever left him.”  

53 So the father knew that it was at the same hour in which Jesus said to him,“YOUR SON 

LIVES.” And he himself BELIEVED, and his whole household. 

(What did they believe at this point? The man had already believed the word of Jesus 

regarding His son being healed and went home.  The household already knew that 
the son had recovered.  When they figured out the hour Christ said he would be 

healed, and had also seen the sign or heard the miracle of the water turned to wine, 
what they must have believed is WHO Jesus was at this point. 

Also note, we again see Jesus speaking to the Top of Society, wealth, this is a 

nobleman, a very wealthy and influential man.  He likely lacked nothing, but what is 

the very thing he did not have?  The ability to give his son life.  To heal the sick.   

His son was likely lying on a very comfortable bed, with servants hovering over him, 
and a father desperate to go look for the man who had performed the other miracle 

in the hopes his son would be saved.) 

54 This again is the second sign Jesus did when He had come out of Judea into Galilee. 



Note: the first two miracles weren’t exactly done completely in public.  The servants and 

the disciples and His mother knew about the wine.  The Nobleman and his servants knew 
about the son (and of course whoever they told), now we come to the third miracle. 
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