
John 5:31 on, 10-16-14  

I would like to remind you all of the Amen and Amen or Verily Verily statements of last 
week, and actually some we saw before in the prior passages.  Some are prefaced with Verily 

Verily.  Some don’t use the words, but the same pattern, comparisons that are in essence 

the same as saying Amen Amen, speaking of what the Father does, and how the Son does 
the same.  These are declarations of what is true.  One is a contrast between what the Father 

and the Son does although they do nothing in opposition of each other, they are One.  Just 
ponder some of the titles and characters throughout which we have seen thus far.   

Jesus bears witness in many ways of who He is, but here He testifies with His words, in order 

that any who hear might believe and be saved.  This book (John) is about who He is, and is 
completely evangelistic in nature with phrases like, “Believe in Me”, “Believe in His name”, 

“Believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God”, (or the Messiah to come), “Believe in Him” 
or “Believe in the Son” -- these all are used over and over in John. 

Here are some of the things Jesus previously in this chapter bore witness regarding Himself 
and His Father, who He is. 

1. My Father works, He works also. 

2. He makes Himself equal with God when He declares He is His Father. 
3. He doesn’t do anything contrary to the Father, He does what He sees the Father do. 

4. The Father loves the Son and will show even greater works that the people will 
marvel.  (the Gift of Everlasting life will be the greatest work) 

5. The Father raises from the dead and gives life, LIFE is also given by the Son 
6. This is a Contrast in their ministries: The Father judges no man, but All Judgment and 

execution of judgment, is committed to the Son. 
7. ALL men should honor the Son just as they Honor the Father.  

8. He that does not honor the Son doesn’t honor God either.   
a. (In 7 and 8, I believe we see Believer and Unbeliever.  Notice that it says ALL 

MEN.  All men have the ability to honor the Son and the Father by believing, or 
they can choose to dishonor Him by not believing.) 

Some of the testimony of Jesus he declared in His “Verily Verily” statements we have 
seen so far.  We know these things of course to be true. 

His ascension would be witnessed: They will see the angels of God ascending and 

descending upon ‘the Son of man’.  John 1:51; referring to Gen 28:12 – Jacob’s ladder. 
Acts  

You must be born again -- to see the kingdom of God.  John 3:3, 5 – 2 Cor 5:17, 1 

Pet 1:23, James 1:18; Ezekiel 36:25-27 

Unbelief and lack of knowledge of His Word: They do not know nor receive what Jesus 
says (witnesses to). John 3:10-12 

His Deity: Jesus is equal to God and does nothing without the Father.  John 5:18-20 



How to possess eternal life: Those who hear and believe His word (testimony of Himself 
and His Father), possesses eternal life & shall not come into condemnation and they are 

passed from death unto life.  John 5:24  

Resurrection: The dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall 

live.  John 5:25 

Now we have the Four Witnesses 

31 “If I bear witness of Myself, My witness is not true. 

 (This is not really saying that He would not be telling the truth or that His witness was 

not true.  It should really say, you would not believe it is true.  They would not accept 
it, because by OT law, the testimony or witness of one would not be admissible.  But 

the witness of at least 2 made something true. 

Someone please read John 8:14-18 

Jesus answered and said to them, “Even if I bear witness of Myself, My witness is true, 

for I know where I came from and where I am going; but you do not know where I come 
from and where I am going.  You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one.  And yet if I 

do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone, but I am with the Father who sent 
Me. 17 It is also written in your law that the testimony of two men is true. 18 I am One who 

bears witness of Myself, and the Father who sent Me bears witness of Me.” 

32 There is another who bears witness of Me, and I know that the witness which He 
witnesses of Me is true.    

 

(It’s really important to note the Greek Word for witness is martyria/ martyreō/martur 

(sounds like marta-RAY-ah or marta-RAY-oh with a rolled “r”)  You can see the base 

word is martyr.   We all know what a martyr is in the sense of dying for something 

that you believe in.  Jesus would have been the one true martyr, in that He knew 
that He would be offering up Himself as the perfect sacrifice and everything He said 

was true.  All the words recorded in John testify of the truth regarding who Jesus was 
and what He came to do.   

 
His death testifies of the truth, His resurrection testifies of the truth.  Every time we 

see these words; witness, testify, testimony, bear witness, etc. in regards to 
Christ, think on what He is bearing witness of with the word Martyr coming from this 

Greek, changed to Martyr in the Latin and English.   Who He is (God, in the flesh, the 
anointed Savior who came to offer Himself as a sacrifice who would die  in our place.  

Our Martyr. 
 

Each time you see Him Bearing witness, just remember the word itself, Martyr…He died 
for us, instead of us, to save us from eternal condemnation. 

 

Consider again the nature of the reason for the book of John.  All the things in John are 
written so we may believe that Jesus is THE CHRIST, The SON OF GOD, and in 

believing we have LIFE in His name.   
 



It is no coincidence that this word for martyr in the Greek is translated into testimony 

-testify/bear witness regarding Jesus throughout.  More than any other book, there are 
77 occurrences in the book of John’s writings, of the word martyr.  Only an additional 

59 in all the other books).  This book is a WITNESS regarding Jesus in more ways than 
one. 

 
  

Witness #1 – the voice of the one crying in the wilderness 

33 You have sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth.  

They sent to John, (see 1:19-28), and they did not believe John’s witness, even though 

they asked. 

34 Yet I do not receive testimony from man, but I say these things that you may be 
saved.  

Here is another example of the desire of God that men be saved.  We know we are 
saved by the hearing of the Word, by the testimony God gave of His Son (see 1 John 

5:9-13), but He says these things to the people again why?  SO THEY MIGHT BE 
SAVED.  Salvation is offered to ALL.  He offers them the gift of eternal life, it would be 

a lie, if He were just saying these thing to the elect. 

35 He was the burning and shining lamp, and you were willing for a time to rejoice in his light. 

Witness #2 – the works 

36 But I have a greater witness than John’s; for the works which the Father has given Me 

to finish—the very works that I do—bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent 
Me.  (Thinking on the rocks crying out) 

Somebody please read, John 10:37-38 

If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; but if I do, though you do not 
believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and believe that the Father is in Me, and 

I in Him.”  John 10:37-38 

Somebody please read John 14:9-11 

 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? 
He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?  Do 

you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to 
you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the 

works. Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the 
sake of the works themselves.  John 14:9-11 

Witness #3 – The Father 

37 And the Father Himself, who sent Me, has testified of Me. You have neither heard His 
voice at any time, nor seen His form.   

Somebody read Matt 3:16-17 



When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the 
heavens were opened to Him, and He[a] saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 

alighting upon Him. 17 And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  Matt 3:16-17 

38 But you do not have His word abiding in you, because whom He sent*, Him you do not 
BELIEVE.    

Somebody please read John 7:17-18 

If anyone wills to do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God 

or whether I speak on My own authority. 18 He who speaks from himself seeks his own 
glory; but He who seeks the glory of the One who sent Him is true, and no unrighteousness 

is in Him.  John 7:17-18 

 

(* We know God did not send Jesus into the world to condemn the world, but that the 

world through him would be saved – Jn 3:17, they DO NOT believe.  Again, indicative 
of choice.  They do not hear God through His Word.  They have turned their back on 

God, they do not even believe Moses witness of Jesus, nor do they believe Jesus (may 
be why He says they have not ‘seen His form’, could very well be speaking to them not 

seeing Jesus for who He was.  Again we find out why, it is because they do not believe 
Jesus either -- who really is the fifth witness.) 

Witness #4 – The Scriptures 

39 You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have ETERNAL LIFE; and these are 
they which testify of Me.   

40 But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have LIFE. 

 

(Think of Luke 24, Road to Emmaus – the law of Moses, and the Psalms and the Prophets 
testified of Him). 

Somebody please read Luke 24:27, 44-45 

 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the 
scriptures the things concerning himself. 

And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with 
you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the 

prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. 45 Then opened he their understanding, that 
they might understand the scriptures, Luke 24:27, 44-45 

I don’t know how many of you have had vs. 39 used against you, saying you were a 
Pharisee.  I had one that I recall, who did not like it that I was answering something 

with Scripture that she was not understanding.  It wasn’t the first time, she tended to 
answer a bit with, I think, I believe, I feel, my experience is, etc.   
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She said something regarding the Bible not being the only place you hear Jesus.  And 

she went to her page to post about the Pharisee who was constantly just religiously 
quoting the Word (that would have been me she was referring to – bless her Lord).   I 

explained to her that the Word is important to Jesus, and has power, in fact Jesus 
answered Satan with ‘It is written’ in Matt 4 with all the temptations. 

The Pharisees were only searching the Scriptures to find what applied to them as 

children of Abraham, or thinking by obeying the commandments– doing works, they 
would have eternal life. (In a few verses, Jesus identifies it is Moses they are 

identifying to even though they didn’t believe him–likely addressing their rest on the 
Mosaic law -- We know works of the law have never justified anyone, Gal 2:16.)   We 

also know they added traditions, their own teachings, works, and rules.    This is what 

religions tend to do and these things may make them feel better in this structure of 
earning your salvation.   

Traditions and rules are found in religions identified by some as being under the 

‘Christian umbrella’.  Most who look to men also instead of God, His Son, and His Word 
which testifies about Him.   

Think on Roman Catholicism looking to Peter as their first pope, and basically deifying 
Mary. Jesus’ free gift of eternal life has been replaced with works -- to earn salvation.  

Their word=to God’s Word.  There are the seven sacraments of salvation, which Paul 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, calls an accursed Gospel in Gal 1:6-9.   

Or Mormonism with their faith in the writings of Joseph Smith, and in their teachings, 

we have another Jesus being preached. Rest---in other teachings or men vs. Jesus. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses, a Jesus who is not God, and Charles Taze Russell rewriting God’s 

Word.   

Then there is Calvinism. Calvin looking to Augustine, Luther and Calvin, which is a lot 
more complicated than that, but a carnal doctrine at the very least according to 1 Cor 

3, and at the worst, a totally different god than the God of the Bible. Their rest is in 
intellectualism, their knowledge…. 

 Arminianism following Jacobus Arminius, or just legalism in general –looks away from 
Jesus--looks to one’s self for assurance one is saved.)  

 Although some have heard the Word and believed all over in different religions, the 

sad part is, many do not have His Word abiding in them with these religious teachings.  
They haven’t believed the testimony the Scriptures give of Him, instead they will listen 

to their priest or pastor’s interpreting what the Scriputres say, subjecting them to man-
made religion filled with rules, traditions and regulations.  And in doing so, their faith is 

in religion of men, and in so doing, they WILL NOT come to HIM, that they might have 

life. 

This is another thing that is really important to remember.  It does not say they CAN 
NOT come.   

Or they are NOT ABLE.   



It does not even slightly imply that He will not ALLOW THEM to come to Him.   

It says, they WILL NOT come to Him that they might have life.  We can take that 

literally, it is clear, and those types of comments are repeated over and over and over 
again in His Word.   

He says they do not have God’s love in them, and they DO NOT receive Him.  Again, 

another witness that they have a choice in the matter.  (Coming to Jesus is different 

than “coming after” which is similar to the discipleship term of “following after”) 

Someone please read Matt 16:24 for an example of ‘come after’. 

Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 
 

This is a discipleship passage.  The Cost of discipleship vs. what is included in 

conditions of salvation or belief in the gospel.  (2 Cor 11:3-4)   (Discuss the 
importance of the power of the gospel, and using His Word vs traditions or words 

of men).   The ones who were disciples that didn’t believe.  The differences 
between being a disciple and being a believer. 

If they can only come if they are the elect, then many Scripture (among many 

others are not speaking truth.  There is no other explanation.  (discussion 
regarding gift of faith and Calvinism will be found on tape) 

And God is not a man that He should lie.  And we see Jesus is testifying and 
witnessing over and over of the truth, along with the Father, the works, the 

Spirit, and John the Baptist who came to bear witness of the Light, and of the 
one condition to receive eternal life, BELIEVE… 

Jesus continues 

41 “I do not receive honor from men.  

(But above, it says if we honor Him, we honor the Father, is this a contradiction? This is 
more like saying, I do not need men’s praise, like you all look to each other from praise 

from other men.  So we too should remember that, we don’t want men’s praise or 
honor, it should go to the Lord.)   

42 But I know you, that you do not have the love of God in you.  

43 I have come in My Father’s name, and you DO NOT receive Me; if another comes in his 
own name, him you will receive.  

(Don’t we see that now with men who are false prophets?  They have rejected Jesus by 
preaching another way to be saved, an accursed or works gospel which is another--the 

ones who preach a different Jesus.  They completely twist His Word.  It is these men 
that people defend, by their popularity or supposed scholarly teachings-- they will 

receive them so easily, without searching the Scriptures to see if what these false 



prophets say are really so.   Same with these Rulers of Israel, they preferred honor and 

acceptance from men over God.) 

44 How can you BELIEVE, who receive honor from one another, and do not seek the honor 
that comes from the only God? 

45 Do not think that I shall accuse you to the Father; there is one who accuses you—Moses, in 

whom you trust.  (Their hope is on following the Mosaic law as I mentioned earlier). 

I believe Rom 2:17-24, 28-29 gives us a clue about where their trust was: 

17 Indeed[a] you are called a Jew, and rest on the law, and make your boast in 

God, 18 and know His will, and approve the things that are excellent, being instructed 

out of the law,19 and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to 

those who are in darkness, 20 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, having the 

form of knowledge and truth in the law. 21 You, therefore, who teach another, do you 

not teach yourself? You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal? 22 You 

who say, “Do not commit adultery,” do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do 

you rob temples? 23 You who make your boast in the law, do you dishonor God through 

breaking the law?24 For “the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of 

you,”[b] as it is written. 

28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that 

which is outward in the flesh; 29 but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and 

circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose 

praise is not from men but from God.  Rom 2:17-24, 28-29 

(Discussion of Calvinism, fruit inspecting, alms, etc. on the tape) 

46 For if you BELIEVED Moses, you would BELIEVE Me; for he wrote about Me.  

47 But if you do not BELIEVE his writings, how will you BELIEVE My words?” 

Here again, He says Moses will accuse them of what? Not following the Mosaic Law?  

No!  It is because they DO NOT believe.  It’s not that they CAN NOT believe, they are 

accused because they DO NOT believe the writings of Moses, nor the Word of God.  He 
stated if they had believed Moses, they’d also believe Him.   

What is He referencing regarding believing Moses writings?   

We have discussed Gen 3:15 and the Promise of the Seed, the Messiah, also Moses in 

Deut 18 prophesying of THE Prophet who would come that they better take heed to.  

The foreshadowing of the Lamb of God that God would provide (Jehovah Jireh) in Gen 
22, (Lauri – brought up the “I AM” – Moses and the burning bush) along with the 

Passover in Ex. 12, picturing the Messiah who would come.  If they had known, heard, 
believed these things, the things the Scriptures testified of, the things Moses wrote 

about (and of course the other Prophets and the Psalms), but they did not believe…   
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Another very important thing to remember here.  None of this means that some of 

these did not believe eventually.  We know some Pharisees believed, some maybe 
then, some later.  We surmise Nicodemus believed which we’ll get into further along in 

John, and we know Paul certainly believed.  It is likely some or many were present at 
different times hearing Jesus speak. 

Sombody please read John 18:37 

Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I 

am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should 
bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.  John 18:37 

HOMEWORK:  In my Scofield Bible, it says between chapters 5 & 6 there is a period that is not covered 

between John 5 & 6.  Some like the disciples have already been discussed.   Read if you will, MATTHEW 4:12 – 

14:12.  Other commentaries put this time frame as about six months between John 5:47 and 6:1.  So that 

would certainly answer the ‘feast issue’ in the beginning of John 5, it could not have been Passover.  Maybe 

some of the fall feasts or the feast of dedication.    Purim is only 30 days before Passover, so not sure why 

some feel it could have been Purim. 

Footnotes: 

a. John 5:2 NU-Text reads Bethzatha. 
b. John 5:4 NU-Text omits waiting for the moving of the water at the end of verse 3, and all of verse 4. 
c. John 5:16 NU-Text omits and sought to kill Him. 
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