
Between Chapter 5 & 6, recap of previous chapters 1-5 + Matt 4:12-14:12 

Lesson 10-23-2014 

As you read throughout a book, a very good thing to do is re-cap.  Settle some brief 

points in your mind for each chapter, you can see how much you remember.  It could be 

short points, just like these 5: 

1. Deity proclaimed 

2. Life received by belief  

3. John the Baptist 

4. Lamb of God  

5. Disciples chosen  

To expound on those points would be something like this: 

Chapter 1 - His Deity proclaimed, He is Eternal, Creator, Lord, Life Giver, True Light of 

the World, Fully God - Fully Man (the Word became flesh and dwelt among us - 

Immanuel).  The Old Covenant is contrasted to the new, the law came by Moses, but 

grace and truth by Jesus Christ.   John the Baptist is the voice in the Wilderness Isaiah 

prophesied of, who came to bear witness (martyr) of that Light.   John let the rulers of 

Israel know he was not the Messiah when they asked, just the one who was to make 

straight or plain, the way of the Lord.    He announced Jesus was the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sins of the world.  Jesus is also identified as High Priest (Jehovah Jireh), 

King of Israel, and the Messianic title, Son of Man (from Daniel 7).   

Jesus picked some of His disciples and declared He was God at the end of the chapter by 

saying the first ‘verily verily’ or ‘Amen Amen’ statements we see in John. “Verily, verily, 

I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending 

and descending upon the Son of man.” 

Chapter 2 – Might be outlined something like this: 

1. 1st miracle – water to wine at the wedding. 

2. Cleansing of the temple – removal of sacrifice and leaven 

3. Jesus needs no man to testify of Him, He knows their hearts. 

The wedding feast, and the first miracle--the water turned into wine.  We discussed 

many possibilities of the symbolism there in the wedding (we are the bride of Christ), 

the old covenant becoming new, or being born of water and of the blood of Christ (born 

again), and much more.    We then see the cleansing of the temple, and discussed the 

symbolism of the cleansing of our temple that was to come when we believed.  Jesus 

comparing His own body to the temple that stood by saying, “destroy this temple and in 

three days I will raise it up.” (Again, this shows He is God, only God can give life, and 

Jesus had the power to take His own life back, and we too will be resurrected). Jesus 



told them to take the sacrifices away.  In this, we see Jesus as the Lamb of God taking 

away our sin, He is the final sacrifice. 

Chapter 3 – The event of the necessity of being born again, (the new birth). Nicodemus 

who came at night, was a part of the Sanhedrin – (both political ruler and religious 

leader), he did not understand what this meant.  Yet Jesus said He should have known 

(because of the prophets, the law, and the Psalms; the very Scriptures which testify of 

Him).  Jesus’ Crucifixion is likened to the bronze serpent that Moses lifted up in the 

wilderness to Israel, that whoever would look, would live.  In a similar manner, whoever 

would look on the way God offered for us to be saved, (which is to believe on Jesus and 

what He did for us), would live eternally. 

John the Baptist exalts Christ to his disciples, explains His character, and finishes the 

chapter with, “He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not 

believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” (We discussed 

“hath” in the Greek, which is in the Greek, echo, meaning: to have, to hold – (as in 

marriage vows), possess, own, and a past, present and future tense. It is finished…) 

We might want to add key verses for ourselves in each chapter. For example, we 

know the obvious of John 3:16, but for Calvinists, going back to vs. 14 is helpful, 

as it details the lifting up and going all the way to 18 is also helpful in that those 

who believe are not condemned, is is those who have not believed that Jesus is 

fully Savior, they still stay condemned. 

 

Chapter 4 – The Samaritan Woman at the well, Jesus compared eternal life to living 

water.  He showed her that He knew her heart and everything about her.  We see no 

demand to confess, repent, or stop sinning, but she believed, and immediately went to 

find others to bring them to Jesus and many more believed.  We also went over the 

Gentile, Samaritan, harlots in the genealogy of Jesus.  We discussed the harvest being 

white, and ways we all can labor for the harvest.   

The Samaritans who believed recognized Jesus as the Christ, as the Saviour of the 

world. 

Jesus brings up that A prophet has no honor in His own country.   

Then we see His second sign/miracle.  A Nobleman’s Son is healed by the word of 

Jesus alone.  Jesus told him the truth (Amen), “Your son lives”, and when the nobleman 

arrived to his house, his servants said (Amen) by repeating what was true, “Your Son 

lives!”   

Chapter 5 

We see the person and work of Christ, we discussed the possibility of which feast is 

spoken of, Purim, or a 4th Passover, a Passover discussed over 2 chapters, (neither is 



likely), and with the approximate 6 month time period after chapter 5, likely that feast, 

was the feast of Tabernacles. 

We have the third miracle/sign, which is the lame man healed at the pool of Bethesda.  

We see some symbolism in a picture of a great multitude that need healing, blind, lame, 

paralyzed, waiting for the pool of water to move, and here is the Living Water in their 

midst.  Jesus asks if he wants to be made well, we contrasted that to Calvinism’s belief 

of man having no free will, and showed how Jesus was showing him where to place his 

faith (upon Jesus).  The Pharisees furious for Jesus healing on the Sabbath wanted to kill 

Him.  Since we just finished this chapter, I won’t go much further except we discussed 

how we see Amen and Amen or Verily Verily statements framed, either by Jesus 

beginning the statement with a double witness of truth, showing He needed no 

testimony of man for what He said to be true, OR, we have the comparisons, show the 

Son honor, your honor the Father.  The Father works, the Son works, etc.  Life and 

judgment come through the Son, and at the end, again, Old Covenant and New 

Covenant is contrasted with Jesus saying, “For if you believed Moses, you would believe 

Me; for he wrote about Me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe 

My words?” 

Throughout the book, (which is evangelical in nature), we see the Gift of eternal life, 

received by belief alone in Jesus Christ.  According to revelation they were given in the 

past, people looked forward to the Christ and believed.  They did not understand all, but 

they believed on God’s Promise, and were still saved by grace.  No one was ever saved 

by keeping the law (Rom 3:20-28; Gal 2:16; Gal 3:11).   

As the thief on the cross did not know and understand the full gospel, but proclaimed His 

faith in who Jesus was when he said, ‘remember me when you come into your Kingdom’.  

We know Jesus responded, “Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in 

paradise.” (This verse from Luke 23 answers false teachers like Joyce Meyer who state 

Jesus was born again in hell – or the apostles creed, that He supposedly descended to 

hell (this, because of some difficulties in translations).  Sheol was the grave, the abode 

of the dead, and Jesus was in Paradise.  One side for the wicked, one for the righteous, 

as we see in the story of Lazarus and the rich man and the great gulf fixed between).   

Salvation before the cross, was faith in Him (the Messiah to come), as the Christ, as the 

Son of God, the One that was prophesied to come into the world (which we’ll see in John 

11:27 – Martha’s profession of faith).  The Just shall live BY faith. 

Last week’s homework was Matt 4:12-14:12 which is the period between chapter 5 & 6, 

I hope everyone got a chance to read.  I’ll try to synopsize these chapters as briefly as 

possible to get an idea of what Jesus did during this time. 

Matt 4:12-14:12 



John the Baptist had been put in prison and Jesus and His disciples depart to Galilee, 

Several prophecies are fulfilled throughout this section. The reason I asked you to read 

it, is that most of this happened between chapters 5 & 6, some are simultaneous with 

some of the Scripture we have or will read.  This will give you an idea of the crowd 

following and what they had seen. 

A great many in Galilee were healed first.  He taught in the synagogues preaching the 

gospel of the kingdom, healing all kinds of sickness, demon possession, epilepsy, 

paralyzed people, and great multitudes followed him. 

Sermon on the Mount in chapters 5-7.  Some of the most misused passages by people 

like Calvinist John MacArthur, Paul Washer, Ray Comfort and also some of the famous 

Arminians of our day, like Dave Wilkerson, Jimmy Swaggart, etc.  They use the “Lord, 

Lord” statement to condemn people as false converts when it speaks to the fruits of a 

false prophet.  We note those false prophets justify themselves by their works. 

Jesus goes on to cleanse a Leper telling him to tell no one, go to the priest, offer a 
gift for the cleansing as a testimony to them.  This testimony (remember martyr?) would 
declare Jesus as Messiah.  Lepers weren’t healed, and a priest had to declare them 

clean, this was a testimony to the House of Israel along with the religious leaders of 
Israel. 

The miracle of the healing of the paralyzed tormented servant of the Centurion. 
Jesus said He would come and heal him… 

Somebody please read Matt 8:8-10 

8 The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest 

come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be 

healed. 9 For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to 

this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my 

servant, Do this, and he doeth it. 10 When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to 

them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, 

not in Israel.   Matt 8:8-10 

(If faith is the gift given to the elect, why is Jesus praising the Centurion for his great 

faith?  Shouldn’t the glory go to the one who gave it to him?) 

Peter’s Mother-in-Law Healed (I saw a joke about that recently, Peter was asking, ‘my 
mother-in-law Lord? Really?’)  

He fulfills more prophecy, (a lot in Isaiah) by healing more that were sick and demon 
possessed,  

Somebody please read Matt 8:17  

 



 “He Himself took our infirmities And bore our sicknesses.” 

 

Somebody please read Isaiah 53:4 

 

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him 

stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 

The Cost of being a Disciple is discussed, A couple recognizable sayings:  

Jesus says: “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has 
nowhere to lay His head.” 

A Disciple says: “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” Jesus said, “Follow Me, and 

let the dead bury their own dead.” 

Matt 10:36-38 

And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. He that loveth father or 

mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter 

more than me is not worthy of me. And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth 

after me, is not worthy of me. 

We have the Great storm, the disciples in the boat, and crying out Lord save us, we are 
perishing!  (This is an example to remember, the word translated Perish, which is also 
translated ‘destroyed’ or lost, does not always refer to eternal life, which is why it is 

good to examine context.  In fact, more often than not, perish or dying/destroyed refers 
to physical perishing or loss of some kind, as in the usage of the word, in the gathering 

up of the fragments that remain of the fishes and the loaves.  But this is another study).   

Jesus asks in the storm: Why are you fearful, O you of little faith?” He rebukes the 
winds and the sea, and it was calm, and they ask ‘who can this be’? marvelling that the 
wind and waves obey Jesus.  

(If faith is the gift given to the elect, then why is Jesus chastising them for their lack of 
it?) 

Then we have the two fierce Demon-Possessed Men of Gadarenes coming out of 
the tombs, the demons see Jesus and cry out to be sent to the pigs which run into the 

sea and drown.  The people of the town beg Jesus to depart from them.  (Also called 

Gergensenes (Gay-rohs-say-nohs -- depending on translation). 

Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralytic when he crossed over to His own city (many 
commentators say this reference to ‘city’ is Capernaum, because he left Nazareth to 
dwell there, later Nazareth is referenced as His country).  He tells the paralyzed 

man, “Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you.”  The Scribes thought “This 
Man blasphemes!”  This is where Jesus asks them whether it’s easier to say their sins 

are forgiven or arise and walk, but He says it so THEY know HE (the Son of Man) has the 



power to forgive sins on earth.  And then He also tells the man to take up His bed and 

go home. 

Jesus tells Matthew the Tax Collector to follow Him.  They went to a house with 
MANY tax collectors and sinners to eat.  The Pharisees judge him for eating with tax 
collectors and sinners, not seeing their own sin. He reminds them He desires mercy 

and not sacrifice, He has come for sinners. 

John the Baptist’s disciples ask why Jesus’ disciples do not fast?  But John had 
already told them. 

Somebody please read John 3:29 

John 3:29 – John the Baptist said; He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but 

the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly 

because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled. 

A dead Girl lives-A ruler’s daughter has just died. The father asks, ‘come and lay Your 
hand on her and she will live’.  As they go, the woman with the flow of blood for 12 yrs 
came from behind to touch the hem of His garment to be healed, but Jesus turned & 

said “Be of good cheer, daughter; your faith has made you well.”  At the ruler’s house, 
the musicians and wailers are there. Jesus said, “Make room, for the girl is not dead, but 

sleeping.” But they ridiculed Him as they were made to go outside, Jesus took her hand 
and told her to rise, and the news went out to all the land. 

Two Blind Men following Him calling out, “Son of David, have mercy on us!” Jesus 
heals them, and tells them not to tell.  Of course, they spread the news 
everywhere. 

Mute Man also demon possessed.  When he’s healed and speaks, the crowds say, “It 
was NEVER seen like this in Israel!” 

But with all this, the Pharisees said, “He casts out demons by the ruler of the 

demons.” 

Somebody please read Matt 9:36-38 

36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, 

because they were weary[f] and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.37 Then 

He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the 

laborers are few.38 Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into 

His harvest.” 

(Does this sound like a God who has chosen many to hell with no choice of their own?) 

Why moved with compassion because they were weary and scattered and had no 

Shepherd?  If the Calvinist god chooses his sheep, why would it matter to Him that the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%209&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23416f


non-elect had no Shepherd?  None of that thinking describes the character of God we 

see in this book.) 

The Twelve Disciples are all named here, and given power to cast out unclean spirits, 

heal all kinds of sickness & disease  

1. Simon, who is called Peter 

2. Andrew-Peter’s brother 

3. James the son of Zebedee,  

4. John his brother;  

5. Philip  

6. Bartholomew;  

7. Thomas  

8. Matthew the tax collector;  

9. James the son of Alphaeus 

10. Lebbaeus, whose surname was[a] Thaddaeus;  

11. Simon the Cananite,  

12. Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him. 

They’re instructed not to go to Gentiles, or Samaritans, but to only go to the lost sheep 

of the house of Israel, sent out as sheep in the midst of wolves, He tells them “be 

wise as serpents and harmless as doves”. 

After He died and rose again, we see a different commission to all the nations 

(Matt 28:18-20, Mark 16:15-20, Luke 24:46-48).  And in Acts 1, we will see an 

order the gospel goes out to the world.  

Chapter 10 starting at vs. 17 is a warning to the disciples, and also a dual reference also 

to Israel in the end times (see vs. 33).  Possibly a multi reference in some cases to what 

happens to any who belong to Him. Here they are told as they are brought before 

governors and kings, it will be a testimony (martyr) before the Gentiles.  We know one 

disciple, John, will escape martyrdom, although they tried to boil him in oil history tells 

us. 

Jesus and His works were again credited to the devil, (Beelzebub) and he says, so 

will we be accused of the same, (those of us who are of His household). Don’t fear them, 

fear God.   

The hairs on our head are numbered. We stand or fall according to Him, He cares for 

the sparrows, but we are of much more value to Him. 

Christ says He didn’t bring peace but a sword.  Believing on Jesus will set even 
families against each other. 

A Cup of Cold Water in His name, who ever receives them, receives Him, likely again 

a dual reference not only to the disciples, but also to Israel, see the Olivet discourses, 

especially the sheep & goat judgment in Matt. 25. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2010&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23421a


John the Baptist Sends Messengers to ask, “Are You the Coming One, or do we 

look for another?”  Strange question, but like the disciples, he did not have full 

revelation of what was to come, he was expecting Jesus to bring in a physical kingdom 

at that time, and since he was the forerunner he must have wondered why he was in 

jail.  Jesus’ answer was to tell his disciples to answer by telling John the things they had 

seen and heard.   

 

Somebody please read Matt 11:5-6  

The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf 

hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to 

them.  And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me. 

Jesus speaks to the crowd regarding John the Baptist being even more than a 

prophet, He relates him as the Elijah that was to come, Luke 1:17 says John came ‘in 

the spirit and power of Elijah’.  However, this too is a dual fulfillment, as Israel did not 

receive his witness about Jesus being the Messiah.  And the Elijah to come did not 

restore all things yet, so there is a future fulfillment, many believe Elijah will be one of 

the two witnesses in the tribulation. 

 

Somebody please read Malachi 4:5-6 

Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and 

dreadful day of the LORD: 6 and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the 

children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the 

earth with a curse.   

(Hard ending of the Tanakh for the Jews, they’re looking for Elijah first) 

 

Jesus continues, For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John (vs. 13). 

(Prophesied of what?  The Savior, the Messiah, the anointed One.)  Now here is the 

Elijah to come, John the Baptist who didn’t come eating or drinking (locusts and 

honey), but they said he had a demon.  Jesus did eat and drink, and they called him a 

glutton, a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and sinners. (7-19) 

Jesus rebukes the cities where they did not believe His mighty works. 

In Matt 11:28-30, Jesus speaks of the rest for our souls if we come to Him (another 
synonym for believe), and thanks God for having revealed these things to babes. 



Jesus disciples pick grains and eat on the Sabbath and are rebuked by the 
Pharisees.  Jesus identifies Himself as One greater than the temple, and the Lord of the 
Sabbath.  He reminds them again that He desires mercy and not sacrifice, and if they 

had known what that meant, they would not have condemned the guiltless. (Mal 3:1, 
tells of the One who will come suddenly to His temple – reminds me of the cleansing of 

the temple in John 2) 

Another Pharisee-dreaded healing on the Sabbath. Jesus heals the man with the 
withered hand, and the continued plotting of the Pharisees to kill Him.  Jesus withdrew 
from that area and a great multitude followed Him and it says He healed them all, 

again, telling them to not make Him known in order that the prophecy of Isaiah would 
be fulfilled from Isaiah 42:1-10 which is also spoken here in Matt 12. 

Somebody please read Matt 12:18-19 

18 “Behold! My Servant whom I have chosen, My Beloved in whom My soul is well 

pleased! I will put My Spirit upon Him, And He will declare justice to the Gentiles. 
19 He will not quarrel nor cry out, Nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets. 

 

Jesus heals a demon-possessed, blind and mute man.  He both spoke and saw.  

The crowd were all amazed wondering if he could be the Son of David?”  Again the 

Pharisees said he did these things by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.” Most think 

that this is the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit.  They knew He did this by the Spirit of God 

and that the Kingdom was upon them, but they would not have Him rule over them.  

Significant He calls them a brood of vipers. 

 

Some of the scribes and Pharisees said they wanted to see a sign from Him.   

How many signs have they seen up until this point?  Every single thing they had 

seen -- demons cast out, lepers healed, lame leaping, blind seeing, people being risen 

from the dead, and STILL they ask for a sign…    

 

Jesus responded, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no 

sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three 

days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days 

and three nights in the heart of the earth.  

He compares them to an unclean spirit that leaves a man and brings back seven other 

spirits more wicked then him, and the way he is left is worse than the beginning.  He 

says it will be so for them. 

Jesus’ says who His mother and brothers are in 12:50,  For whoever does the will of My 
Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.” (I think we can reference John 
6:38-39 on this, but we’re going to soon. 



 

Chapter 13 is the Parable chapters - Jesus sits by the sea and tells the parable of 

the sower, and the reason for Him speaking to ‘them’ in parables. He speaks of Isaiah’s 

prophecy, they will hear but not understand, see but not perceive, BECAUSE their hearts 

had grown dull, their ears hard of hearing, their eyes closed, lest they should see with 

their eyes and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts so He should heal 

them.  He explains the parable of the sower. (see Luke 8:11-15, regarding fruit, also 2 

Pet 1:5-9) 

We also have the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares, Parable of the Mustard Seed, 
Parable of the Leaven, Parable of the Hidden Treasure, Parable of the Pearl of Great 
Price, and the Parable of the Dragnet. 

Why did Jesus speak in parables?  

So the prophecy would be fulfilled from Ps 78 (see vs. 35) 

Regarding the prophecy would someone read Psalm 78:2-3  

I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old:which we have 
heard and known, and our fathers have told us. 

When He had come to His own country (Nazareth), He taught them in their synagogue, 

they were astonished wondering where He got the wisdom and mighty works yet they 

were offended at Him….Jesus said, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own 

country and in his own house.”   He didn’t not do many mighty works there because of 

their unbelief. 

(They acknowledge His wisdom and mighty works, yet He offends them…) 

In chapter 14, recounted is the fact John the Baptist has already been beheaded.  

Herod hadn’t wanted to behead him, and now likely was in fear saying, “This is John the 

Baptist; he is risen from the dead, and therefore these powers are at work in him.”  The 

disciples hear of his beheading, take his body and bury it, and then went and told Jesus.  

(end Matt 4:12-14:12) 

 

Verse 13-14 seems to segue into chapter 6.  When Jesus heard of it (the death of John 

the Baptist), he departed thence by ship into a desert place apart: and when the 

people had heard thereof, they followed him on foot out of the cities.  And Jesus went 

forth, and saw a great multitude, and was moved with compassion toward them, 

and he healed their sick.  We see also the feeding of the 5000 directly after.   


