
John 6 - 10-30-14 Lesson 

 

Why didn’t the disciples and John the Baptist thoroughly see all?  Even though Jesus was 
telling them things along the way He would would be doing, and/or even alluding to what He 

was going to do based on His titles, i.e., the “Lamb of God”, they didn’t quite see.   John was 
a prophet, why didn’t he understand what he was prophesying?  Could it be partially because 

they were expecting the Anointed one, the Most Holy to come, but did not understand what it 
all meant?   When the Messiah was cut off, then what (Dan 9:24-27) Some things (as Daniel 

said in Daniel 12, were sealed up until the time of the end).   

 
So as a prophet looks forward, and Israel was looking forward to Him coming, but they  

understand that one is coming, to reign on the throne.  They weren’t absorbing, (even 
though He told them), that He would die, rise again from the dead, and ascend into heaven) 

that there would be another coming.   Just makes of me also think how many of us have 
believed something a certain way yet, missed what He was telling us in His Word, sometimes 

over and over…? 
 

In the Feeding of the Five Thousand - we see JEHOVAH-RAAH – (Which means, THE 
LORD MY SHEPHERD -- yeh-ho-vaw' raw-aw') 

 
This feeding of the 5000, is the fourth sign/miracle recounted in John, however, we have 

seen there are a lot more than that chronologically speaking as we went through Matt 4:12-
14:12 last week.  There are a lot of the miracles here that are unique to John though. 

6 After these things Jesus went over the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias.  

2 Then a great multitude followed Him, because they saw His signs which He performed on 
those who were diseased.  

3 And Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He sat with His disciples.  

Parallel accounts; Matt 14:13-33; Mark 6:32-52, so I will fill in with a few verses from the 
parallel passages.  

John didn’t cover that I think is special.   

So let’s look at these two verses. 

Somebody read Matt 14:14, then the next with Mark 6:34 

And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He was moved with compassion for 
them, and healed their sick.   Matt:14:14 

 And Jesus, when He came out, saw a great multitude and was moved with compassion for 
them, because they were like sheep not having a shepherd. So He began to teach them many 
things.  Mark 6:34 

Jesus had compassion for their sicknesses, for being lost, for the sheep needing to be taught.  

This is similar to if we love Him, we will feed and tend His Sheep. 



 

4 Now the Passover, a feast of the Jews, was near.  5 Then Jesus lifted up His eyes, and 

seeing a great multitude coming toward Him, He said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread, 
that these may eat?”  

6 But this He said to test him, for He Himself knew what He would do. 

I SHALL NOT WANT 

7 Philip answered Him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, that 
every one of them may have a little.” 

So Philip knows man/money cannot do it. 

I’d like you to also consider this first verse from Isaiah 55 

“Ho! Everyone who thirsts, 
Come to the waters; 

And you who have no money, 
Come, buy and eat. 

Yes, come, buy wine and milk 
Without money and without price.  (This is the gospel)… 

Jesus is showing them, the Bread of life is free, without money and without 

price.  And of course notice ‘come to the waters’. 

8 One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him,9 “There is a lad here who 
has five barley loaves and two small fish, but what are they among so many?” 

There is a lot of significance and foreshadowing in just this little versem 
see what you think by what I will share next. 
 
First, the child, a lad who has but fish and bread in this desert like place.  
Desert, is likely setting the stage, to pointing to the manna from heaven, 
the feeding of Israel in the desert.   
 
And then barley in general, there is a lot to see there.  Here it is Passover, 
the day after, is the feast of unleavened bread (the Lamb of God who has 

TAKEN AWAY the sin of the world), and barley is part of the feast of 
Unleavened Bread, (also Firstfruits), which is celebrated at the time of 
Passover. (Hard to explain all here, but I’ll try.  
 
First day we have Passover, and then the next day is the first day of the 
unleavened bread feast, the following day, barley is offered (the priest 
does a wave offering before the Lord).  Then there is the feast of 
firstfruits, the day our Saviour rose again, and the countdown of 49 days 
until Pentecost (Shavuot) begins.  It is called the ‘counting of the omer’ (or 
sheaf of barley). 



 
Think of Jesus spoken of in Chapter 1 as the Lamb of God, (Passover Lamb 
without spot or blemish), then we see later in this chapter the Bread from 
heaven, the manna given to the people (which of course is without sin – 
unleavened bread), then there is the wave offering (another time, but 
briefly some relate that to Christ the High Priest, doing the wave offering 
before His Father in heaven, then coming up, the Bread of life, Jesus, 
rising again on the Feast of Firstfruits.  Christ is the firstfruits of many, 
foreshadowed it seems in the multiplication of the bread here in this 
miracle.  
 

Somebody please read John 12:23-24  
  

But Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come that the Son of Man 
should be glorified. 24 Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat 

falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces 
much grain.  John 12:23-24   
 
This speaks to the crucifixion of Jesus, and His resurrection, and when He 
rises again (firstfruits – it will be of many).  The multiplication of those 
who will come to life, by the Bread of life. Remember James 1:18, Of his 
own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of 
firstfruits of his creatures. 
 

1 Cor 15:20-23 
 

20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them 
that slept.(The OT saints – see also Heb 9:14-16 &  Rom 3:23-26) 21 For 
since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the 
dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive. 23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward 
they that are Christ’s at his coming.  
 
Side note: “Them that slept” spoken of above, are the OT saints - (see 
also Heb 9:14-16 &  Rom 3:23-26) for an understanding of past sin 
speaking to the OT saints, not to our past sins forgiven. 
 
The fishes remind me of Jesus telling the disciples He would make them 
fishers of men (believers multiplied – again 1st fruits).   
 
And then there the lad we see in a few verses.  Makes me think on a lot of 
the ways Jesus uses children in the Scriptures, “not forbidding them to 
come unto Him”, “a little child shall lead them”, or “out of the mouth of 
babes”, “having the faith of a child”, or “these things being revealed to 



children”.  I even thought on Isaac being a ‘lad’ when he was to sacrificed.   
Just some side thoughts on how children are even involved in these 
stories.  He loves the whole world.   
 
In 2 Kings 4, we see a similar miracle with Elisha the prophet, maybe 
Andrew was thinking of Elisha’s story when he brought the loaves and 
fishes to Jesus and asked Him about it. 
 
One time a few years ago, I don’t remember why I looked up barley, and 
thought on the similarity of the two stories.  I hadn’t been taught that 
before, but that’s some of the fun things that come out of word searches in 
the Bible. 

 

Somebody read 2 Kings 4:42-44 

Elisha Feeds One Hundred Men 

42 Then a man came from Baal Shalisha, and brought the man of God 

bread of the firstfruits, twenty loaves of barley bread, and newly 

ripened grain in his knapsack. And he said, “Give it to the people, that 

they may eat.” 

43 But his servant said, “What? Shall I set this before one hundred men?” 

He said again, “Give it to the people, that they may eat; for thus says 

the LORD: ‘They shall eat and have some left over.’”  

44 So he set it before them; and they ate and had some left over, 

according to the word of the LORD. 

The town of Baal Shalisha, (baa-Al-shaw-Lee-shaw) – I thought the meaning 

was interesting (when I looked up the pronunciation) means Thrice Great Lord.  

I shook my head in marvel at the thought of the Trinity and wondered if this 

was referenced. 

Just as Elisha is a Prophet, we see Jesus, THE Prophet, taking what He has 

available, and they both use their servants to distribute the food.  Jesus is 

letting His disciples see the miracle, up close and personal, they know it was not 

enough, but with God, all things are possible.  Also, they have to get it from 

Him to give to others.  There is some significance there too, in people being 

appointed to feed others. 

Elisha had 20 barley loaves, Jesus only had 5 barley loaves and 2 small fish.  

The barley loaves in Elisha’s case were multiplied for 100 men, they ate and 

there were some left over as God had spoken.   



Again, this bread will be significant later with His first “I Am” statements in 
John, and the manna that God supplied from heaven. 
 
Second thought from Psalm 23 
HE MAKETH ME LIE DOWN IN GREEN PASTURES 

10 Then Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So 
the men sat down, in number about five thousand.   

Men is actually translated male, so most estimate this crowd likely could have been 15-

20,000 people with women and children.  Just as a Shepherd, he makes them to lie/sit 
down in green grassy pastures. 

11 And Jesus took the loaves, and when He had given thanks He distributed them to the 
disciples, and the disciples to those sitting down; and likewise of the fish, as much as they 

wanted.    

(same way Elisha did it with his servants and in Mark 6 account, Jesus held up and 
broke the bread.  That is similar to the blessing, the holding up and the breaking of 

bread in the Passover supper or Seder.  The one that is broken, is the Priestly bread, 
the middle of 3 pieces of the unleavened bread) 

12 So when they were filled, He said to His disciples, “Gather up the fragments that remain, 
so that nothing is lost.”  

(Lost, is the same word used for perish.  There is something we can always learn about 

the usages of words.  Some might have significance, but perish does not always relate 
(as we see here) to eternal death, context, context, context)  

13 Therefore they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five 
barley loaves which were left over by those who had eaten.  

What is the significance of the 12 baskets?  Is there a tie to the comment, ‘so that 

nothing is lost’?   

There is not really a definitive answer but I find it interesting, obviously it is not about 

the food being saved, so I’m curious as usual.   

Does it have to do with the 12 tribes of Israel?  Is it pointing to the soon to be 
fulfillment of Feast of Unleavened bread and the feast of firstfruits? Could this also be a 

reference to harvest, sowing and reaping?   

There is the bread spoken of in Lev. 24, the showbread that Jesus spoke to the 

Pharisees regarding King David eating them.  These were the 12 loaves or cakes set 
before the Lord every Sabbath.  They were for the priests.  Jesus is both High Priest 

and Lord.  I found that interesting when I was looking up twelves. 

It seems likely, since Sukkot is not fulfilled yet, that there is some reference to Israel 
here.  The other name for Sukkot, is the festival of ingathering.  The disciples went 

and gathered these twelve baskets of bread fragments.  Jesus is the Bread of Life. 



There is a day to come where Jesus will bring in the remnant (fragments) from the 12 

tribes of Israel so that NOTHING IS LOST.   And then He will tabernacle among men.  
(The festival of ingathering –of the harvest- began during Sukkot when Israel crossed 

into the promised land.  We await the remant of Israel to be brought in – God knows 
who are His). 

 

And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a great voice out of heaven 

saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they 
shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall 

wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, 
nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.  

Rev 21:2-4 

Just some things to think on, this is not anything doctrinal, just some thoughts on 
something it may or may not allude to. (Careful when we try to figure out something 

from Scripture that we are not told plainly, we do not want to rely upon it as doctrine, 
prove all things! 

14 Then those men, when they had seen the sign that Jesus did, said, “This is truly the 

Prophet who is to come into the world.”      

Elisha was a mighty prophet, but they understood that these were much greater signs 

than he did, and Jesus was THE Prophet, that Moses spoke that was to come (Deut 18) 

Somebody please read John 1:19-21 



19 And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? 

20 And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. 

21 And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias*? And he saith, I am not.  

Art thou that prophet? And he answered, No. (*Elijah) 

So they have distinguished between three persons, 1) the Messiah, 2) 
Elijah to come, and 3) ‘that prophet’ (that Moses prophesied of in Deut 
18).  They did not see the prophet and the Messiah as being one.  As we 
will see later, they did not believe on Jesus as their Savior for eternal life, 
some did believe He was ‘that prophet’, yet they were not going to hear 
Him even though Moses said, when God raised Him up, “Him you shall 

hear”... 

Moses prophesied, “I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among 
their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to 
them all that I command Him.  And it shall be that whoever will not hear 
My words, which He speaks in My name, I will require it of him. (Deut 
18:18-19) Scary words…    

These believed they had eternal life simply by being the elect.  They were 
Israel, the chosen people, they were the children of Abraham, to whom 

belonged the oracles (Rom 3:1-2), and the promises.  We know God has 
not cast away His people that He FOREKNEW-Rom 11, but they must 
BELIEVE in order to be saved.  Like many today, certain peple believe they 
are the elect.  Funny they have insist they have no free will to believe the 
gospel, but they can believe they are the elect.  They don’t seem to see 
the irony there.  Like Israel, many are still seeking to establish their own 
righteousness – Rom 10:3-4) 

15 Therefore when Jesus perceived that they were about to come and take Him by force to 
make Him king, He departed again to the mountain by Himself alone. 

Likely why we see Jesus set Himself up on the mountain earlier, along with being 

clearly seen and heard to the whole crowd and the miracle being clearly in view, this 

also gave Him a way to disappear from the throng. 

Jesus Walks on Water (the sea) – the Fifth Miracle/sign (parallel passages, Matthew 
14:22-36; Mark 6:45-56) 

16 Now when evening came, His disciples went down to the sea, 17 got into the boat, and 
went over the sea toward Capernaum. And it was already dark, and Jesus had not come to 

them.  

18 Then the sea arose because a great wind was blowing.  



19 So when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea 

and drawing near the boat; and they were afraid.  

20 But He said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.”  

21 Then they willingly received Him into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land 
where they were going. 

The parallel passages show us some things, that aren’t in this account. Jesus came at 
the fourth watch which is about 3-6 am, had to still be dark, because they thought He 

was a ghost (Mark) and were afraid.  Matt 14 says they were a long way from land, this 
passage 3-4 miles, but after they willingly receive Him onto the boat, they’re 

immediately to the side where they were going.  This is also the account in Matthew 14 
where Peter walked on water.  Some mix this up with the other account of a storm in 

Matthew 8, He was on the boat with them during the storm, got up and rebuked the 
wind and the seas, and they question in amazement what kind of a man He is that 

even the winds and sea obey Him.  But further in Matt 14, the wind ceases when He 
comes on the boat, the disciples worship Him saying, ‘truly you are the Son of God’.  

This is supposedly the first time, they called Him this.   

In Mark 6:52, it states they had not considered the miracle of the loaves -- The 

reason?  Their hearts were hardened.  Can you imagine? 
 

How quickly we forget when Jesus has done something in our lives don’t we?  The 
minute some trouble comes up we are fearful.  Thank the Lord He remembers that we 

are but dust. 

Somebody please read Psalm 103:13-14 

Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him.  For he 

knoweth our frame; he rememberth that we are dust. 

Remind you of the compassion spoken of in the beginning? 

O LORD God of hosts, Who is mighty like You, O LORD? Your faithfulness also surrounds You. 
 You rule the raging of the sea; When its waves rise, You still them.  Ps 89:8-9 

Reminds me a third time of Psalm 23, HE LEADETH ME BY STILL WATERS, HE 
RESTORETH MY SOUL 

I don’t know about you all, but this next passage seems prophetic to me. 

Marian please read Ps 107:25-31 

25 For He commands and raises the stormy wind, 
Which lifts up the waves of the sea. 
26 They mount up to the heavens, 

They go down again to the depths; 
Their soul melts because of trouble. 
27 They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, 
And are at their wits’ end. 
28 Then they cry out to the LORD in their trouble, 



And He brings them out of their distresses. 
29 He calms the storm, 

So that its waves are still. 
30 Then they are glad because they are quiet; 

So He guides them to their desired haven. 
31 Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His goodness, 
And for His wonderful works to the children of men!  Ps 107:25-31 

He stirs up the sea with His power, And by His understanding He breaks up the storm.  Job 
26:12 

 

Little discussion regarding: 

Set up monuments of stones so they would remember things He had done in certain places -- 
Cheryl 

Moses when He prayed would remind God of what He did, He was a friend of God -- Holly 

Moses cared about God’s reputation -- Marian 

The Bread from Heaven 

22 On the following day, when the people who were standing on the other side of the sea saw 
that there was no other boat there, except that one which His disciples had entered, and that 

Jesus had not entered the boat with His disciples, but His disciples had gone away alone—

 23 however, other boats came from Tiberias, near the place where they ate bread after the 
Lord had given thanks— 24 when the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, nor His 

disciples, they also got into boats and came to Capernaum, seeking Jesus.  

25 And when they found Him on the other side of the sea, they said to Him, “Rabbi, when did 
You come here?” 

THIS IS A VERILY VERILY PASSAGE AGAIN 

26 Jesus answered them and said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because 
you saw the signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled.   

We know Jesus knows men’s hearts, so on one hand, they should be seeking Him 

because of the signs being related to the prophecies and commending Him as being the 

Messiah.   So He knew why they sought Him.  And when the Pharisees asked Him for a 
sign, He already given many and wasn’t going to perform at their request.  These 

people have seen the signs, and obviously don’t believe after all they had seen, but 
now are just looking for free food, not Jesus.  

27 Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to EVERLASTING 

LIFE, which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His seal on 
Him.” 

Continuing from Isaiah 55, verse 2 now. 



2 Why do you spend money for what is not bread, 
And your wages for what does not satisfy? 

Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, 
And let your soul delight itself in abundance. 

 

28 Then they said to Him, “What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?” 

29 Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you BELIEVE IN HIM 

whom He sent.” 

Isaiah 55:3-4 

3 Incline your ear, and come to Me. 
Hear, and your soul shall live; 

And I will make an everlasting covenant with you— 
The sure mercies of David.   

Indeed I have given him as a witness to the people, 

A leader and commander for the people.  Isaiah 55:3-4 

Now later in Is 55, Gentiles are mentioned as being a people that did not know Him would run 
to Him. 

Witness in the OT, is different from the meaning martyr as we discussed before seen in John.  

So in the Hebrew, prior to Christ’s first coming or incarnation, it means, witness, testimony, 
evidence (of things).   This is Christ spoken of as what He was to be in the present time in 

John, He was spoken then in the NT, as a witness/testimony or testify = martyr.  And for 
those after being there in the flesh, they had evidence they saw with their own eyes… and 

yet some took for granted, others, it literally says even the disciples hearts had hardened or 
quickly forgotten His prior miracle.   For us who did not see all this, it reminds me of these 

verses. 
 

 
Somebody read Heb 11:1 

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  Heb 
11:1 

 

2 Cor 5:6-7 
 

So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are 
absent from the Lord.  For we walk by faith, not by sight.   2 Cor 5:6-7 

John 20:29 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed. 

30 Therefore they said to Him, “What sign will You perform then, that we may see it and 
BELIEVE You? What work will You do?  

31 Our fathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven 
to eat.’” 



ANOTHER VERILY VERILY STATEMENT 

32 Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread 

from heaven, but My Father gives you the true bread* from heaven.  

33 For the bread of God* is He who comes down from heaven and gives LIFE to the world.” 

34 Then they said to Him, “Lord, give us this bread always.” 

35 And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of LIFE*. He who comes to Me shall never 

hunger, and he who BELIEVES IN ME shall never thirst.  

36 But I said to you that you have seen Me and yet do not BELIEVE.  

37 All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no 

means cast out.  

38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent 

Me.  

Another reference of Jesus being the eternal God (I have come down from Heaven) 

39 This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose 
nothing ES, but should raise it up at the last day. ES (resurrection)  

40 And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and BELIEVES IN 
HIM may have EVERLASTING LIFEES; and I will raise him up at the last day.”ES 

(resurrection). 

 


