
John 7 

7 After these things Jesus walked in Galilee; for He did not want to walk in Judea, 
because the Jews[a] sought to kill Him.  

(for those of you reading from KJV or AKJV, where it says Jewry, the literal word is 

Judea, you might want to note that. It further explains either all of Palestine or 
portions) 

2 Now the Jews’ Feast of Tabernacles was at hand.  

(Why is the Feast of Tabernacles now called “the Jews’ feast’?  Lev 23 calls it one of the 
feasts of Jehovah.  See the distinction being made here, do we know why?  Is it because 

they were now not treating it in the manner it was meant to be celebrated?  Had they 
added their own traditions? Was it because their hearts were hardened?  Or is the old 

and the new to come being contrasted?  Or all of the above? We’ll get to that in a 
moment. 

 
We talked a little bit about the feasts last week regarding the miracle of the loaves.  We 

spoke about barley being part of the Spring feasts.   Barley firstfruits are brought forth 
during the Spring feasts, and wheat firstfruits during the fall feasts (Two harvests, the 

first would be referencing believing Jews and Gentiles, the second harvest of first fruits 
will be the remnant of Israel and also some from all the other nations who will believe 

during the tribulation).   

I spoke a little about the breaking of the bread and multiplication of it, possibly 

foreshadowing the Feast of Firstfruits, as in the Jesus being the first fruits of many, the 
harvest of souls. 

In the Passover Seder, (speaking of the current practice), there is so much symbolism, 

that I cannot believe they do not see.  The High Priest, is the middle of the three breads, 

is broken in half by the father at the table, and then that broken portion (which I believe 
represents the Son of man) is wrapped in a linen napkin and hidden(the tomb) they 

send the little children out to search for it, until it is found.  What a foreshadowing that 
is of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus...The Bread of Life. 

 
We discussed the gathering of the 12 baskets of barley loaf fragments, possibly 

foreshadowing the Feast of Tabernacles coming up next.  The Feast of Tabernacles is 
also known as Sukkot and the festival of ingathering). 

No one can be sure of the meaning of the 12 baskets, as the Word doesn’t state it or 

explain it, as we see happen in some parables, so we should tread carefully.  These 

things may be so we continue to hunger and thirst, to study with His approval and dig 
knowing there is treasure in His Word. 

So the twelve baskets of the remaining bread may speak to the ingathering of the 12 

tribes of Israel, once the church is gone. And if so, His reason?  Jesus said, “so that 
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none will be lost”.  What great mercy, how good the Lord is, how forbearing and 

longsuffering He is with all of us. 

Once the remnant of Israel entered the Promised land after wandering in the desert, 
they had a land where they could plant, the feast/festival of ingathering was also 

associated with the harvest, sowing and reaping.  We know there is a time to come for 
Israel, when He will bring in some of each of the 12 tribes of Israel, as we see with the 

144,000 evangelists from each of the 12 tribes. 

Some other traditions were brought in with the decorating of the Sukkah (booth) at the 

Feast of Tabernacles, which likely would have been present during the time Jesus walked 
this earth.   

Ornaments and fruits, lights, branches in their booths.  The Ornaments in the sukkah 

represented the FIRST FRUITS. I believe we as Christians see a lot of the practices in 
the feasts in our own holidays. In our family, I talk a little bit about how that relates to 

the ornaments on our Christmas tree regarding the remembrances I see in the tree and 
decoration of it. I’d like to share a little about that if there are no objections.  I mean no 

offense to someone whose conscience may bother them regarding this holiday, or might 

have issues with the tree.  I am not here to convince, just to share some things we talk 
about in our family.  Let each one esteem the day as unto Lord however their conscience 

allows.   

I really don’t remember learning much about the feasts as a child (or didn’t retain it), so 
I like to share about the foreshadowing seen in them, and Jesus’ fulfillment of them.  

The different colors of the ornaments are representative (to our family) as the redeemed 
from every kindred, tongue, people and nation (Rev. 5), (or the first fruits of many-seen 

in 1 Cor 15).   
On the ornaments, I found a great passage that blesses me so much thinking on the 

church and what Christ has done for us. 

Somebody please read Isaiah 61:10-11 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath 

clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride 

adorneth herself with her jewels.  For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as 
the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord GOD 

will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all the nations.  Is 
61:10-11 

Don’t get me wrong, I am not justifying nor trying to read into Scripture what is 

not there, and don’t want to get too far off the subject, but in this metaphorical 

Scripture we see so much, so this is how we relate some of the feasts and apply 
His Word, to our celebration of the birth of Christ, His first coming.  These are 

memories for us and help us to keep the focus on on Him during this time, vs. how 
it is in the secular world.  Make your own new memories of this time with your 

family or friends. 



Jesus was the Passover Lamb that took the curse upon Him (Our Passover Lamb, 

is a reminder of the blood that was shed, and the angel of death passing over the 
Israelites when the blood of the Lamb was on the doorposts or lintel –Ex 12. You 

can talk about the color red in this.  A holly wreath reminds us of His crown of 
thorns and the blood spatters that must have been all over His head.   

Regarding the tree.  Gal 3 speaks on a prophecy regarding the crucifixion of Jesus 

– “cursed is the one that hangs from a tree” – Jesus redeemed us from the curse 
of the law, Deut 21:23b, Gal 3).  How a tree was involved in the first sin.  That sin 

of disobedience in eating of the fruit of the tree that was forbidden.  Only one 
thing we were told not to do.  Man sinned, Man had to die.  So the Son of Man, 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God-- fully man, fully God, died on the cross (the tree) for 

us, for our sin.  Taking our place, shielding us from the wrath of God.   The Lamb 
of God who took our sins away.   (Think on the Feast of unleavened bread –

leaven in this case speaks to sin).  He rose again from the dead as we see in the 
Feast of Firstfruits.  And gave those who believed the promise of the gift of the 

Holy Spirit at the Feast of Weeks (or Shavuot), or as was translated, the Day of 
Pentecost, which means in Greek, 50 days from Passover.  Or 7 weeks from the 

Feast of unleavened bread. 

Pentecost, means literally in the Greek, “the fiftieth day” – and also, in grateful 
recognition of the completed harvest.  The seal was upon the believers, and by the 

baptism of the Holy Spirit, people were added to the church.  Here we see the first 

completed harvest upon that day.  As a tradition, (we do not know how correct 
this is), most Jews believe the Feast of Weeks (or Pentecost) was the day the law 

was given to Moses, interesting, if so. 

Jesus lives in our temple now, and tabernacles among us, the church.   2 Cor 5:1-
4 speaks of our earthly tabernacle (or tent) a house not made with hands, but 

eternal in heaven, that we groan for the day that mortality will be swallowed up.  
(Death where is thy victory, death where is thy sting?)  But after the tribulation, in 

the Millennial kingdom, we will see that the Feast of Tabernacles will be 
celebrated, that is seen in Zech 14. 

Remember the purpose of these feasts.   

Somebody please read Col 2:16-17 

Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, 

or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: which are a shadow of things to 
come; but the body is of Christ.  Col 2:16-17 

3 His brothers therefore said to Him, “Depart from here and go into Judea, that Your 

disciples also may see the works that You are doing.  

4 For no one does anything in secret while he himself seeks to be known openly. If You 

do these things, show Yourself to the world.”  

5 For even His brothers did not BELIEVE IN HIM.’ 



(What sarcasm and unbelief in their words.  I can just imagine how they meant these 

things.  “IF” you do these things….go show Yourself to the world…Many of you may be 
able to relate to your own Christian testimony with unbelievers in your family, how 

difficult it may be.  Some may be because they know our faults, and think we are no 
better.  But Jesus is acquainted with our grief.) 

 

6 Then Jesus said to them, “My time has not yet come, but your time is always ready.  

7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because I testify of it that its works are 

evil.  

(Why did the world not hate his brothers? Because they were not ‘in Him’ yet, they had 
not believed.) 

8 You go up to this feast. I am not yet going up to this feast, for My time has not yet 
fully come.”   

9 When He had said these things to them, He remained in Galilee. 

(The feast of Tabernacles, is the last of the three feasts that all Jewish males were 

required to go up to Jerusalem yearly to participate in, so I can imagine too what His 

brothers must have been thinking when He said He was not yet going. (The 3 - 
Passover, Feast of Tabernacles/Sukkot/Ingathering, and Feast of weeks).  

10 But when His brothers had gone up, then He also went up to the feast, not openly, but 

as it were in secret.  

11 Then the Jews sought Him at the feast, and said, “Where is He?”   

(Again, just note the many references to ‘the Jews’.  It’s possible the question suggests 

He is breaking the law by not being present.) 

12 And there was much complaining among the people concerning Him. Some said, “He 
is good”; others said, “No, on the contrary, He deceives the people.” 

(To this day, the name of Jesus brings division among family, friends, neighbors…). 

13 However, no one spoke openly of Him for fear of the Jews. 

‘The Jews’ spoken to in this verse is a reference to the rulers of Israel or unbelieving 

Israel, for at the feast there would only be Jewish people present, but also His disciples 
and other believing Jews would be there.  But as I saw that phrase used so often, I was 

interested to check it out elsewhere.  There are so many references in the book of John 
to ‘the Jews’.  When I looked it up, I found there are a few times in each of the 

synoptic gospels, that ‘the Jews’ are referenced.   

In Matthew, that term is before the crucifixion, four times and ONLY with Jesus being 
called, ‘the King of the Jews’. 



But AFTER Christ is risen from the dead–the chief priests and elders were mentioned 

once as ‘the Jews’. The leaders of Israel go to pay off the Roman soldiers, to tell them 
what to say, and they also promise them, they will go to the governor and persuade him 

also regarding ‘securing them’ or keeping them safe from the death penalty.  And so 
they took the money, and did as they were taught, and Matthew 28 reports, 

 

“And this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day”. 

Why is this significant?  I will explain in a moment. 

Five times in Mark ‘the Jews’ phrase is referenced, in the King of ‘the Jews’.  Only ONE 

TIME is the leadership and “all the Jews” (referencing washing their hands before meals, 
being contrasted to the Jewish disciples who did not). 

Then Luke, the term ‘the Jews’, we see four times the reference again to the King of the 
Jews, and once to Joseph of Armithea, and where he was from was noted as a “city of 

the Jews” and one other time the ‘elders of the Jews’ were sent for. 

Then we get to John, and we see this phrase used 63 times.  Sometimes it refers to 
the leadership, or sometimes the people, but almost always, unbelieving Israel is 

referenced, or possibly those who were still considering (See John 10:18-21).  A few 
other times the term is used, such as, a feast of ‘the Jews’ or salvation is of ‘the Jews’ in 

Jn 4.  I believe a contrast is being shown here between the three recognized people to 
come. 

Somebody please read 1 Cor 10:31-33 

31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 

God.  32 Give none offence, neither to , nor to the Gentiles, nor to the the Jews

church of God:  33 Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own 

profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved.  1 Cor 10:31-33 

The significance I see here, is the difference of the purpose of John.  The reason it was 
written.    

14 Now about the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and taught.  

15 And the Jews marveled, saying, “How does this Man know letters, having never 
studied?” 

They marvel at His teaching, but they still are stiff-necked. 

 
16 Jesus answered them and said, “My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me.  

How important is doctrine? 

17 If anyone wills to do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from 
God or whether I speak on My own authority.  



18 He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who seeks the glory of the 

One who sent Him is true, and no unrighteousness is IN HIM.  

Do we not see this in some conversations with others?  They mock doctrine if they 
disagree with what you might believe or are sharing.  How will we know good doctrine?  

We are told how in vs. 17-- we will to do His will, so we should constantly be searching 
the Scriptures and in prayer with Him as we do.  Asking Him to help us actually want to 

want to do the right thing.   
 

We also see the ones who ‘speak from themselves’.  Many proclaim they are glorifying 
God, but you will notice in a lot of these conversations they commend themselves, how 

long they have been a ‘Christian’, what degree they might have, or that they speak 

Hebrew, or that they have been a pastor, author, teacher, etc. for so long.  Maybe how 
many books or articles they have written, etc.  Others glorify them, quote them, praise 

them, and glorify men. Do we commend ourselves or compare ourselves to them?  We 
see how many of them deceitfully and craftily handle the Word of God.  What was the 

pattern of the apostles in this regard? 
 

Somebody please read 2 Cor 10:12, 17-18 

For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some 
that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and 

comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.   

But we will not boast of things without our measure, but according to the measure 
of the rule which God hath distributed to us, a measure to reach even unto you.  

But he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 18 For not he that commendeth 
himself is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth.  2 Cor 10:12, 17-18 

Our commendation is in the sight of God, by the way we handle His truth, by our 
speech and good conduct, always remembering the mercy we were shown.  

Somebody please read 2 Cor 4:1-2 

Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint 
not; but have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in 

craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the 
truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.   2 Cor 

4:1-2 

This is how we are commended to men. 

19 Did not Moses give you the law, yet none of you keeps the law? Why do you seek to 

kill Me?” 

20 The people answered and said, “You have a demon. Who is seeking to kill You?” 

21 Jesus answered and said to them, “I did one work, and you all marvel.  



22 Moses therefore gave you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the 

fathers), and you circumcise a man on the Sabbath.  

23 If a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath, so that the law of Moses should not be 
broken, are you angry with Me because I made a man completely well on the Sabbath?  

24 Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.” 

(So many seem to forget this among many verses when they say we should not ‘judge’.  
This verse not only shows us we should judge but HOW it should be done. With the 

Word.  1 Cor 5 tells us we do not judge the world, but we do judge within the church.  
Matthew 7:15-23, Rom 16:17-18, 2 John 1:7-11, 1 John 4:1-4; etc. show us that we do 

judge doctrine.) 

Could This Be the Christ? 

25 Now some of them from Jerusalem said, “Is this not He whom they seek to kill?  

26 But look! He speaks boldly, and they say nothing to Him. Do the rulers know 

indeed that this is truly the Christ? 

This is interesting, above, the rulers tell Him He has a demon, but some of the others 

obviously knew that the rulers sought to kill Him and even wondered, if the rulers KNEW 
that Jesus IS the Messiah. 

27 However, we know where this Man is from; but when the Christ comes, no one 

knows where He is from.” 

(Obviously Jesus knew what they were saying, even though they assumed He may not 

have heard) 

 28 Then Jesus cried out, as He taught in the temple, saying, “You both know Me, and 
you know where I am from; and I have not come of Myself, but He who sent Me is true, 

whom you do not know.  

29 But I know Him, for I am from Him, and He sent Me.”   

 
He has just identified again He has come down from Heaven, and that He is the ‘sent 

One’.  This is a Messianic title, and also a title given to the apostles when Jesus sent 
them.  Jesus came from above and no one else, and He was sent by the Father.  Jesus 

commissioned and sent the apostles.  (side note: some had the title of apostle besides 
Paul and the disciples, but were sent by the apostles, i.e., such as Barnabas was not one 

of the original disciples). 

30 Therefore they sought to take Him (kill Him); but no one laid a hand on Him, because 

His hour had not yet come.  

31 And many of the people BELIEVED IN HIM, and said, “When the Christ comes, will He 
do more signs than these which this Man has done?” 



32 The Pharisees heard the crowd murmuring these things concerning Him, and the 

Pharisees and the chief priests sent officers to take Him (kill Him). 

33 Then Jesus said to them, “I shall be with you a little while longer, and then I go to 
Him who sent Me.  (Here He references the ascension). 

34 You will seek Me and not find Me, and where I am you cannot come.” 

35 Then the Jews said among themselves, “Where does He intend to go that we shall 
not find Him? Does He intend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the 

Greeks?  

36 What is this thing that He said, ‘You will seek Me and not find Me, and where I am you 
cannot come’?” 

(Dori commented on this verse regarding those who claim they go to heaven and come 
back, and how this verse is one that would address it.  We also discussed Abraham, 

Lazarus and the rich man.) 

The Promise of the Holy Spirit 

37 On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If 

anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.  

38 He who BELIEVES IN ME, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of 
living water.”  

39 But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing[g] IN HIM would 
receive; for the Holy[h] Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

Somebody please read Isaiah 44:3-4 

For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, 
and floods upon the dry ground: 

I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, 
and my blessing upon thine offspring 

They wonder who He is… 

40 Therefore many[i] from the crowd, when they heard this saying, said, “Truly this is 
the Prophet.”  

41 Others said, “This is the Christ.” 

But some said, “Will the Christ come out of Galilee?  

42 Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the seed of David and from 
the town of Bethlehem, where David was?”  
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They’ve questioned again Jesus being from Galilee.  We know from the first verse of the 

new testament, Matthew 1:1, that Jesus was from the seed of David and of Abraham. 

Somebody please read the prophecy in Micah 5:2  
 

 
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of 

Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel, Whose 
goings forth are from of old, From everlasting.”  Micah 5:2 

 
We can see basically the same prophecy respoken in Matthew 2:6.  Those who were 

reading the Scriptures willing to do God’s will, would know that the Ruler in Israel would 

be God, He was from everlasting. 
 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem Ephratah, a humble place we know. The word Bethlehem, 
means house of Bread.  Jesus has identified Himself already as the Bread of Life.  

Ephratah means ash-heap: place of fruitfulness.  When I saw that meaning, I instantly 
thought of this passage: 

 
Somebody please read Isaiah 61:3 

 
To console those who mourn in Zion, 

To give them beauty for ashes, 
The oil of joy for mourning, 

The garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; 
That they may be called trees of righteousness, 

The planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified.”  Is 61:3 

 
It also reminded me of a time in my life where I went for a getaway with a friend, to a 

retirement mobile home park (unbeknownst to me).  The activities were literally bingo in 
a box, and Tuesday potluck (which we went to and had a wonderful time).  As we were 

nearing the park, I saw nothing but burned trees, ashes surrounding them, there had 
been a massive fire there a couple years before.  I was sorely disappointed to be there.  

There was nothing to do but go on a walk with her dogs, but as I walked around I 
started to see something amazing, I’ll have pictures on the notes.  Laying next to the 

burned trees, springing up from the ashes, were all sorts of wild flowers.  I’d pick a 
bouquet for us every day, a variety of each type.  That verse came to mind, as I walked 

through what seemed like desolation, but pondered the Lord was making it new, 
bringing beauty from ashes. 



 
 

 
 



 

43 So there was a division among the people because of Him.  

44 Now some of them wanted to take Him, but no one laid hands on Him. 

Here again, we see not only a division because of Christ, but they are still not 
seeing that the Prophet and the Messiah, the Christ, are one and the same. 

Rejected by the Authorities 

45 Then the officers came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why 
have you not brought Him?” 

46 The officers answered, “No man ever spoke like this Man!” 

Yet another testimony from the people to the rulers.  Did they bother to 

investigate these miracles, to ask where He was born (His family certainly could 
have testified).  Were they even looking? 

47 Then the Pharisees answered them, “Are you also deceived?  

48 Have any of the rulers or the Pharisees BELIEVED IN HIM?  

49 But this crowd that does not know the law is accursed.”  

Intimidating the people also… 

50 Nicodemus (he who came to Jesus by night, being one of them) said to them,  

51 “Does our law judge a man before it hears him and knows what he is doing?” 

52 They answered and said to him, “Are you also from Galilee? Search and look, for no 
prophet has arisen out of Galilee.” 



Speaking up in public in contradiction to what the Pharisees asked caused a sharp 

rebuke to Nicodemus, and an insult to him in public.  He has answered them back as 
‘one of them’, so he is putting it out there that he is not in agreement with them.   

In this verse, we are also getting more of a strong hint, that Nicodemus has believed, or 

is getting there.  In his position, at this particular time, he had a lot of nerve to be the 
only Pharisee and ruler, to stand against the other Pharisees.  They had basically stated 

by their rhetorical question, that none of the rulers or Pharisees had believed in Him.  So 
Nicodemus likely would not have spoken at this moment if he was not beginning to see 

(or had believed) that Jesus was the Christ.  But we’ll see more later in the book of 
John. 

There are several mistakes here in what the Pharisees spoke. It showed they searched 
the Scriptures only for their own benefit or to prove something.  Jonah was a prophet 

and was from Gath, which was a city of Galilee (see 2 Kings 14:25).  Nahum is also 
believed to have come from Galilee.  This shows me a couple of things.  We should 

always search the Scriptures, and we should prove all things that our teachers tell us, to 
the best of our ability, and that of course includes me.  Does this not remind you of 

many today who pick and choose Scripture selectively, twist the Scriptures to mean 
what their doctrine teaches, or leave some out altogether? 

 
Joseph and Mary lived in a humble place, when they were betrothed, they lived in 

Nazareth, (Luke 1:26) which was a city of Galilee.  After they fled from Bethlehem to 

Egypt, when they returned, they returned to Nazareth.  Those who were from Galilee, 
were looked down upon and despised.  The word Nazarene means ‘Branch’ which is 

another Messianic title, pointing again to Jesus. 
 
Somebody please read Matt 2:26 

 
And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the prophets, “He shall be called a Nazarene.  Matt 2:26 

 

 
Somebody please read Is 11:1-2 

 

There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, And a Branch shall grow out 
of his roots.  The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of the Lord.  Isaiah 11:1-2  

 
(side note: some see these as the seven spirits of the Lord spoken of in Revelation 

chapters 1,3,4, 5.) 
 

The Hebrew word in Is 11, is netser (nate-zare rolled ‘r’s again), which looks close 
to the word Nazarene.   He was that Root out of dry ground spoken of in Is 53.  

Nazareth was a humble place, and they were a despised people.  Nathanael asked, 
‘can anything good come out of Nazareth’?  He was about to find out  

 

  Somebody please read Is 4:2 



 

In that day the Branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious; And the fruit 
of the earth shall be excellent and appealing For those of Israel who have escaped.  

Is 4:2 
 

Besides these, here are some of the corresponding prophecies we see regarding Branch 
or Nazarene, is Jeremiah 23:5; 33:15; Zechariah 3:8; 6:12 

 
Some say it is the meaning of the word itself, Branch, others say it is the meaning 

behind the word, humble, despised, dry ground, that would also fit within the 
prophecies. 

 

The end of the chapter states…. 

53 And everyone went to his own house. 
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