
John 8:31 – end of chapter (vs. 59) - Week of 12-11-2014   

Last week, we finished with verse 30, seeing that as He spoke those words about being 
lifted up, and that He was the “I Am”, and if they did not believe that, they were going 

to die in their sins.  When He said these words, many believed upon Him.   

Once we are believers, we are justified positionally before God.  Eternally and forever.  

We are glorifed positionally, and sanctified positionally.  What does that mean exactly?  
We are His sons, His children.  The new man serves the law of God from that day 

forward.  We are instantly seated in heavenly places.  But we’ll go into that a little more 
at the end if we have time at the end of the chapter. 

 
Now we see Jesus instructing those who have believed about practical sanctification, 

what they are to do next in order to grow in Him.    

For Bible markers, to outline, you might want to circle 31-32 as one section 

31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who BELIEVED Him, “If you abide in My word, you are 

My disciples indeed. 

Disciples is Mathētēs (mah-tay-TACE), which means, a learner, pupil or student, or 

disciple.  It does not mean as some imply, saved or a child/son of God.  We know 
Jesus had disciples that did not believe.  They were learning, but didn’t believe and 

He knew who those would be. And you can be a believer and not be set free from 
the power of sin in your life, when you do not cooperate to abide in His Word. 

32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 

This portion above was said to those who already believed.  Many of us have 
misunderstood this passage to mean that when the truth makes us free = an unbeliever 

becomes saved.  This is where it’s very good to look at who is spoken to. 

It context, it cannot mean “if you abide in my Word you are really saved”.   

This passage shows us the difference between salvation, and walk or discipleship.   

Between believing upon Jesus and being given the gift of eternal life, and learning from 

abiding in His Word in order to be a disciple (student).   

They already believed in Him, Now He is telling them how to mature and be fruitful, to 

be washed by the truth of His Word and grow up into Him.  As we grow in the Word of 
His grace, His truth makes us free, and we are disciples indeed.  We know that 

whosoever believeth on Him HATH (echo) eternal life– see the three tenses in John 
5:24, it is DONE.  But we have need of His Word to help us to be set free from the 

power of Sin in our lives.  This is practical sanctification.  The new man is already clean, 
but the flesh still has evil dwelling in us.  



Acts 20:32, Psalm 119:9, John 17:17, Eph 5:26, and John 13:3-17 are some areas from 

God’s Word that gives us insight on being sanctified or cleaned up as we walk in this 
world. Helping others too as we feed them from His Word. 

Coming up we are going to see a switch in who is now questioning Jesus. (Do your own 

proving of course), I believe you will see it is an obvious switch, we may not have seen 
if we do not look at context.  We will see that who had been speaking in the answer in 

vs. 37 on, and also by switching to THEY vs. the Jews who had believed, that Jesus 
addressed about how to be pupils.   

33 They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s descendants, and have never been in 
bondage to anyone. How can You say, ‘You will be made free’?” 

34 Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave 

of sin.  

Several interesting things to be seen in these two verses.  Reformers exegete (or 

interpret) this particular passage to ascribe to it the theological teaching of the ‘bondage 
of the will’ (which is a lack of free will, or what they call Total Depravity/Inability – the 

“T” in Tulip).  I know some of you are not really familiar with these terms as you see 
them bandied about on Facebook.  I just want to use them occasionally so that you get 

the gist of what is being said, as we some try to use their intellect or their 10 cent 
theological words to intimidate.  But the Bible tells us in 2 Cor 3, that since we have 

such a great hope, we should use ‘great plainness of speech’, so I WANT you to stop and 
ask for anything to be explained that I may say that you do not understand. 

The reformed commentaries cite Jer 17:9 (the heart is deceitful above all things and 
desperately wicked) in order to bolster their claim, that this passage regards a lack of 

free will.  They say that the heart represents more than just the emotion or mind, but 
also the basis of character including the ‘will’.   

Why is this important for you to know?   

They go beyond what the Word says in thinking of men’s words over God’s (1 Cor 4:6).  
They add their own teachings. ‘Bondage of the Will” is by the supposedly ex-Roman 

Catholic priest Martin Luther, in response to Erasmus’ writings “on Free will”.  Are we 
unable to believe because we are slaves to sin?  Or is it that when we believe, Jesus sets 

the captives free?  Jesus calls us out of bondage by the gospel (2 Thess 2:14), and when 
we believe, we are now Sons or children of God. 

This verse uses the word ‘commit’, which is the Greek Word poieō.   This word for 

'commit' means: to make, to do, to execute, to perform.  Simply put, to DO one sin, not 
'practice'.  So I’d like to skip over to 1 John 3:9 

 

Somebody please read 1 John 3:9, see also Rom 6:18 

Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and 

he cannot sin, because he is born of God. 1 John 3:9 



The KJV states ‘doth not commit sin’.  Why? Because his seed remains in us and 

we CAN NOT sin in the New Man, the New Creature/creation 2 Cor 5:17 

So to believers in 1 John 3:9, the same word poieo is used as in those who commit sin.  
We see in the KJV we do NOT commit sin in the new man. (Many versions translate 

poieo as “practice sin” probably because they couldn’t reconcile it as doing no sin.  But 
‘commit sin’ is the proper translation or ‘do sin’ which makes it difficult, but when you 

understand having a new nature or creation when you are born again and see the flesh 
as separate which still sins, it becomes clearer.  Our new man has no sin, and serves the 

law of God).  It is our flesh that serves the law of sin (Romans 7) 

35 And a slave does not abide in the house FOREVER, but a son abides FOREVER.  

THEY think they are sons of Abraham and therefore free.  He is now contrasting a 

son of faith through believing in the Son of God, vs. having faith in just being the 
physical sons of Abraham. 

Jesus continues: 

36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed. 

37 “I know that you are Abraham’s descendants, but you seek to kill Me, because My 

word has no place in you.  

Notice this is the same conversation with the ones that asked how they could be in 
bondage (vs. 33), since they were Abraham’s descendants. He’s pointing out even so; 

they are in bondage to sin. The Son makes non-believers free from the law of sin when 
they believe upon Him.  The truth of God’s Word helps believers grow in His grace and 

become cleansed and sanctified practically speaking, as in God’s sight, Jesus became 
our sanctification (2 Thess 2:13, 1 Cor 1:30-31).   

Someone please read 1 Thess 2:13 

For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of 
God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the 

word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe. 

 

38 I speak what I have seen with My Father, and you do what you have seen with[l] your 
father.” 

(I believe the ‘they’ is identified by Jesus’ answer to them in vs. 37.  They were the ones 
who had not believed, and His Word had no place in them.  Of course we know in this 

crowd, there are those who are listening AND answering, who do not believe.  But all 
who believe are saved.  The Law never saved.  Being a Son of Abraham didn’t make one 

saved.  The Just have always lived by faith.   

Please note, whoever COMMITS sin (that means one sin, not practice or repeated, but 
COMMITS) is a slave of sin.  This means positionally, if they do not understand that they 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26420l


need to believe in Him, they will never have His Word in them.  When we become 

believers, we are made free from sin, perfected FOREVER.  The new man does not sin, 
but the flesh certainly does. 

Heb 10:10,14 

James 1 tells us we are beget by the Word of truth, BUT, we need to receive that 

engrafted Word with meekness, or humility.  Do we have to cooperate?  Of course we 
do. First, we need to have that mindset when we approach His Word.  Humbled under 

His mighty hand (1 Pet 5), trembling, contrite at His Word – respect for it (Is 66:2).  We 
need to read His Word in Prayer – communication with Him – see Luke 10:38-42, we 

need to HEAR it.  This is the needful thing the good part to choose which will never be 

taken from us.  We need to study it with HIS approval alone in mind.  Take heed to it.  
Hide it in our hearts.  Meditate on it day and night.  Search it daily.  Use it as counsel.   

 
For the believer, we are without sin in the new man. sin in the flesh can cause 

consequences.  Interesting how many times Jesus or the crowd has affirmed they seek 
to kill Him, although they said initially He had a demon for saying so.  Now they don’t 

even deny it.) 

39 They answered and said to Him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you 
were Abraham’s children, you would do the works of Abraham.  

40 But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has told you the truth which I heard from 
God. Abraham did not do this.  

41 You do the deeds of your father.” 

Then they said to Him, “We were not born of fornication; we have one Father—God.” 

42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded 
forth and came from God; nor have I come of Myself, but He sent Me.  

43 Why do you not understand My speech? Because you are not able to listen to My 
word.  

(I think of the Pharisees in Acts 7, cut to the heart by the Word of God Stephen was 

speaking under the influence of the Holy Spirit, and they couldn’t take it anymore, they 
had to stop up their ears, and rushed to kill him.) 

44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires/lusts of your father you want to do 
(or WILL do). He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, 

because there is no truth IN HIM. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own 
resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.  

(Please note, they WANT to do the desires of Satan, or in KJV, they WILL do the lusts of 

Satan.  He is a murderer from the beginning.  When he lied to Eve and caused her to eat 
of the forbidden fruit, and Adam deliberately sinned, death was brought into the world.  



Because of wanting or willing to do Satan’s will, they don’t WANT to hear the truth.  

Remember what Jesus told them in the last chapter?) 

Somebody please read John 7:17 

 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or 
whether I speak of myself. 

45 But because I tell the truth, you do not BELIEVE Me.  

46 Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you not BELIEVE Me?  

47 He who is of God hears God’s words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not 
of God.” 

Somebody please read 1 John 4:6 

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because 

many false prophets are gone out into the world.  Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: 

Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: And every 

spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is 

that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now 

already is it in the world.   Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: 

because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.  They are of the world: 

therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them.  We are of God: he that 

knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of 

truth, and the spirit of error. 

Be careful with this one, we don’t want to automatically assume if someone does not 

agree with us, that they are not of God.    But look for whether the spirit is 

confessing (agree with Him or say the same thing as Him – homologeo – haw-maw-
law-GAY-o) that Jesus is God incarnate, the Messiah.   

This literally means Jehovah Saves, the anointed one.  Jesus is Savior.  Is this what 

they are REALLY saying?  If they are preaching another way to be saved, we know 
they are likely not of God, or have become bewitched into finishing in the flesh.  But 

just because someone doesn’t hear us doesn’t mean they are not of God.  It might 
just mean our manner isn’t as wise as it could be for that day, we could be tired, 

grumpy, not gentle, or kind, tenderhearted, etc.   

But I am sure some of you understand and have experienced this passage, they say 
one thing out of one side of their mouths, but they deny it by their teachings (which 

we are test).  They do not believe that Jesus alone saves, nor do they hear His Word 
when you use it, they just cast it behind their backs (Ps 50:16-17).   

Before Abraham Was, I AM 



48 Then the Jews answered and said to Him, “Do we not say rightly that You are a 

Samaritan and have a demon?”   

(Now they bring up again that Jesus has a demon.  This shows double contempt, 
they call Jesus a Samaritan as an insult.  We know He had at least 4 ‘Gentile’ 

women listed in His lineage.  They had access as rulers in the temple to His 
lineage.  What they had investigated and pulled up was used to degrade Him.   

They may have even been privy to the rumors that Joseph was not His ‘real’ 
father.  

We would do well to remember that Sarah, Rebekah and Leah were not Jews by 
descent – nor were Abraham or Isaac.  They had not come from Jacob (Israel), 

but were before him.  Not until Jacob was born was Israel birthed (Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob).  We discussed us in the 4th chapter, 1st part that Matthew lists women 

in the lineage, not normal to do in Jewish culture, but he lists Tamar, a Canaanite, 
(vs. 1:3) and Rahab – 1:5, and Ruth, who was a Moabitess who was not allowed 

to join Israel in worship until the 10th generation – (Deut 23:3). Bathsheba, is the 
4th- usually thought of as a Hittite (some say she possibly a Jew by birth), but 

Gentile by marriage to Uriah the Hittite – 1:6.)  

49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon; but I honor My Father, and you dishonor 

Me.  

50 And I do not seek My own glory; there is One who seeks and judges.  

51 Most assuredly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never see death.” 

52 Then the Jews said to Him, “Now we know that You have a demon! Abraham is dead, 

and the prophets; and You say, ‘If anyone keeps My word he shall never taste death.’  

53 Are You greater than our father Abraham, who is dead? And the prophets are dead. 
Who do You make Yourself out to be?” 

53 Jesus answered, “If I honor Myself, My honor is nothing. It is My Father who honors 
Me, of whom you say that He is your God.  
 

54 Yet you have not known Him, but I know Him. And if I say, ‘I do not know Him,’ I 

shall be a liar like you; but I do know Him and keep His word. 
 

55 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.” 

57 Then the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen 

Abraham?” 

58 Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly (verily, verily), I say to you, before Abraham 

was, I AM.” (Considered PROPHECY: The Great “I AM” Jn 4:26, Ex 3:13-14  
 

(Besides the I AM seen here, we also see another verily, verily statement – Amen 
& Amen) 



 

Somebody please read Ex 3:13-14  
 

 And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say 

unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, 
What is his name? what shall I say unto them? 14 And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I 

AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto 
you.  Ex 3:13-14 

 

59 Then they took up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the 
temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by. 

I’m not going to say what it was Jesus did here, but Jesus hid Himself and went 

out through the midst of them, and they did not see Him…. 

 


