
PLEASE FORGIVE MISTAKES IN THE NOTES, THEY ARE JUST PROVIDED TO TRY TO BE AS CLOSE TO WHAT I AM GOING TO 

SPEAK ABOUT.  BUT THERE IS MUCH THAT IS NOT IN THE NOTES. 

Before taping, we discussed humming the villain music whenever the Pharisees, scribes, etc. show up.   So, in case you 

wonder why I might have been humming, Dum, dum dee dum…..  

John 5 – week of 10-9-14 

New King James Version (NKJV) 

To synopsize briefly, we have spoken on the purpose of the book of John seen in 20:31, 

the focus: the Deity of Christ.  We see the names, titles and characters of Jesus being 

emphasized throughout the book of John. We know only God is the Giver of Life, from 
the beginning, the Word was identified as God.  By the spoken word of Jesus (who we 

know is the Son of God), a young man was healed from his death bed, at the moment, 
the very hour that Jesus proclaimed, “YOUR SON LIVES”!  

We have seen Jesus relate to the highest, likely wealthiest, and most religious of society 

in his night encounter with Nicodemus, (likely Sanhedrin).   then His meeting at the well 
with the lowest dregs of society; the Samaritan harlot woman.  We have seen the 

tainted genealogy of THE CHRIST, including a few harlot skeletons that are brought out 

into the light, showing very well, God is no respecter of persons.  Even that is one of the 
many verifications that the Bible is truth, there is no attempt to hide what people might 

mock or say His Word is not true.   

We’ve discussed ways to study that might help.  For me if I want to delve into a book, I 
like to go to one of the online Bible places, in NKJV or NASB on Biblegateway they divide 

context somewhat, and in Microsoft Word you have headers because of it.  The Chapters 
can be different kinds of headings you can jump to.  Also in NASB, you can gather cross 

references easy, so this is just one of many ways.  You can replace the words with KJV.  
I know it sounds like a lot of work, but if you want you can just simply copy paste your 

translation on paper.  This way you can bold, color, etc. thoughts, names, and it helps, 

even add cross references.  As we have discussed, not all cross references relate to the 
verse. I am not too tech savvy, so I kind of stumble my way through.   

We talked about the Whitened harvest last week and the ways we can share the love of 

God creatively.  Whether we can or cannot get out. For example, prayer for others or 
laborers in people’s lives, typing tracts, sharing on FB, or other online sources, etc. 

This week, we’re going on the third sign Jesus is doing in the book of John.  When the 
temple was rebuilt in Ezra, we see the first mention of the Sheep’s Gate in Nehemiah 1) 

  

The third sign/miracle 

A Man Healed at the Pool of Bethesda 



 (There are a lot of different opinions here on the feast spoken of.  Some think 

Passover has not yet come and say it is mentioned in chapter 6, so they think this 
feast is Purim.  A con to that thought: Jews don’t have to go up to Jerusalem for 

Purim. Others say because it says ‘a’ feast vs. THE feast, it cannot be Passover.  
Some say it’s just one Passover but two mentions in the two chapters about the 

same Passover.  And because they intended to kill Jesus (vs. 16) He may have left 
before the feast.  I think since it doesn’t say, it’s not important EXCEPT if we are 

speaking 4 Passovers, that would add another year to His ministry.  So the two 
best solutions are likely Purim is this feast, which is 30 days before Passover.  Or it 

could be one Passover discussed in 5-6.   

Interesting also to note, for those of you who run across those who are legalistic 

about celebrating what they deem to be pagan holidays. Jesus does go to the 
festival of lights, (Chanukah, or Feast of Dedication) in winter, so He would have 

not have been opposed to Purim.)  I am not suggesting if someone has a 
conscience and they choose something for themselves, that we are to oppose 

them, only if they judge others by their conscience.   

Another good reason to note these feasts; we may tend to skip over these things 
or may have in the past.   But it’s wonderful to understand the types and the 

foreshadowing of the feasts, and it is also a good way to point a Jewish person to 
the Jewish Messiah. 

5 After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  

2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, 
Bethesda,[a] having five porches.   

(The word for Sheep Gate means that literally, sheep or sheep Gate – I find it a 
very possible reference to Jesus being the Gate.  (In one of the “I Am” passages, 

John 10:7, 9 says, “ 7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, I am the door of the sheep.  9 I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he 

shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.” Although when we see a 
literal place and meaning which we should always interpret literally where we see 

it makes common sense, but at times there may be a second reference or more, 
for example, the abomination of desolation.  I do find it interesting since we know 

Jesus is the Gate for the Sheep.   The Sheep Gate was a literal place with 5 
porticos or covered porches, which were outside the temple.  I’ll mention the 

meaning of Bethesda in a moment.   

Another thing to quickly note from verse 2, is that some would place an earlier 

writing on John because of the present tense writing in this verse, i.e., ‘there IS’ in 
Jerusalem, whereas if written after 70 AD they say it should read ‘there WAS’.) 

3 In these (porches) lay a great multitude of sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting 

for the moving of the water.   

The great multitude instantly makes me think of the ones that come out of the 

tribulation, washed in the blood of the Lamb.  But it also makes me think of the 
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world in general.  Waiting for something...  Some know they need Him, but not 

many.  But all are in need of spiritual healing. 

4 For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the water; then 
whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was made well of whatever 

disease he had.[b]   

(side note: this verse and the end of vs. 3, was not found in manuscripts earlier 

than 400 AD)  

5 Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight years.  

6 When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in that condition a 
long time, He said to him, “Do you want to be made well?” (strange question isn’t 

that?) 

7 The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the 

water is stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me.” 

8 Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your bed and walk.”  

9 And immediately the man was made well, took up his bed, and walked.   And that 

day was the Sabbath.  

The literal meaning for the Word Bethesda means House of Mercy or Grace.  It also 
means flowing water.  These encounters were of course no accident. 

SOMEBODY PLEASE READ MARK 2:27-28 

And He said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.28 Therefore 
the Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.”  Mark 2:27-28 

(We see a lot here, Jesus tends to do a lot of healing on the Sabbath.  Sabbath 

was made for man to rest, and here is the Lord of the Sabbath.  The Mosaic law 
does not say you cannot take up your bed.   

First the odd question -- Jesus asking him, did he want to be made well?  But is it 
really odd?  Think of the spiritual condition of the world. Do they want to get 

well???  Now think of HOW it was the man thought he could made well--by the 
pool of water.  He wasn’t even looking to Jesus to heal him, in fact he didn’t even 

know who he was.  Right then he only knew that the pool supposedly healed, that 
is what he was looking to.  But Jesus was getting this man’s attention on him by 

asking Do you want to be made well? 
 

Jesus can heal any person in the world.  Yet they don’t want to be made well, or 
they will do it themselves with their own remedies or ways, their own gods, or 

their own ‘paths to gods’, their additions to the gospel, etc… anything but choose 
Jesus, the narrow way.   
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The type of healing I am referring to that the world needs is spiritual of course, we 

do know Jesus can also heal any person in the world of physical illness.   I do not 
think we will see much in our time with the upcoming signs and wonders of the 

false prophet, and the antichrist) 

Lot of contrasts here also: This poor older man, (at least 38 years, but likely 
much older) contrasted to the nobleman’s son.  I surmise he was poor, for we 

know if he had money, there would be servants available who would be there to 
lift him into the water, and imagine his bed would not be a mat.  I also think on 

the differences between the two beds.  Both were on their death bed.  Both 
needed life.  Now the rich man’s money couldn’t buy his son another day (reminds 

me of a song), so he asked the Living water to come and heal His Son. And the 

poor man was looking to be healed by the wrong water. 

Here comes Jesus, the Living water, offering Him healing.  Just some amazing 
things we see in all of His Word.  Even the Rise and walk is a picture of new life, 

the resurrection.)  And Jesus is our Sabbath rest. 

10 The Jews therefore said to him who was cured, “It is the Sabbath; it is not lawful for 

you to carry your bed.” 

This is where I want to hum that villain music. Dum, dum de dum, dum da dum 
da da da dum…. (something like that) or boo hiss like Haman and Esther at 

Purim.   

Somebody please read Mark 2:1-12  

And again He entered Capernaum after some days, and it was heard that He was in the 

house.  2 Immediately[a] many gathered together, so that there was no longer room to 

receive them, not even near the door. And He preached the word to them. 3 Then 

they came to Him, bringing a paralytic who was carried by four men. 4 And when 

they could not come near Him because of the crowd, they uncovered the roof 

where He was. So when they had broken through, they let down the bed on which 

the paralytic was lying. 

5 When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven 

you.” 

6 And some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts, 7 “Why 

does this Man speak blasphemies like this? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 

8 But immediately, when Jesus perceived in His spirit that they reasoned thus 

within themselves, He said to them, “Why do you reason about these things in 

your hearts?  

9  Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, 

‘Arise, take up your bed and walk’?  10 But that you may know that the Son of 
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Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—He said to the paralytic, 11 “I say to you, 

arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.”12 Immediately he arose, took up 

the bed, and went out in the presence of them all, so that all were amazed and 

glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!”  Mark 2:1-12 

Notice the difference between the two healings?  Do you think the point is that 
they have trouble with what Jesus is saying, whether, ‘take up your bed and walk’ 

or ‘your sins are forgiven’?  No matter how He heals someone, they are going to 
find fault with Him, they do not want a Messiah right now, they are happy in their 

own position and they are not looking. 

11 He answered them, “He who made me well said to me, ‘Take up your bed and walk.’” 

12 Then they asked him, “Who is the Man who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and 

walk’?”  

13 But the one who was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, a 
multitude being in that place. 

So was it this man’s faith that healed him?  No, I don’t see this anywhere.  He 
didn’t even know who Jesus was, he didn’t have an inkling.  Jesus simply asked 

Him if He wanted to be healed and then healed him IMMEDIATELY.   By the way, 
also note Jesus did not just heal him without asking.   Jesus did it all, the man was 

healed and was able to walk.  And there are the leaders of Israel, who are the 
ones who are to be LOOKING FOR the Messiah at the feasts.  Here He is. 

Somebody please read Isaiah 35:3-7 

Strengthen the weak hands, And make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to those who are fearful-hearted, “Be strong, do not fear! 

Behold, your God will come with vengeance, With the recompense of God; 

He will come and save you.”   

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

And the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.  

Then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

And the tongue of the dumb sing. 

For waters shall burst forth in the wilderness, 

And streams in the desert. 

The parched ground shall become a pool, And the thirsty land springs of water; 

In the habitation of jackals, where each lay, There shall be grass with reeds and 

rushes. 

 

Here is a fulfillment of Prophecy that the rulers and leaders of Israel, the priests, should 
have declared.  This is one chapter (read it all later) that has more than one fulfillment 



as Israel didn’t see themselves rejecting God and then God turning His attention to the 

Gentiles. (Similarly to Isaiah 61 and Luke 4, and Jesus indicating which portion He had 
fulfilled thus far.) So Christ came, but He is coming again.  They saw one coming, they 

didn’t understand both or phases of the coming--nor a gap in Daniel’s prophecy.  Seeing 
how the first 483 years had been fulfilled precisely, you would think they have been 

looking so closely. 

14 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, “See, you have been made 
well. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon you.” 

15 The man departed and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well.   

(Interesting he threw him under the bus…although I am sure the rulers knew it 
was Jesus.  And just wanted more evidence against Him.  Was the ex-lame man 

just being truthful? Maybe fear of being stoned? Not sure.   

Regarding sin no more:  one lesson I had said ‘sin no more’ could be symbolic of 

Israel.  Of course they did not, nor could not stop, no one stops sinning, they kept 
promising and kept failing.  But really, there are two examples of this actual 

wording “sin no more”, here and in John 8.  Neither have to do with eternal life, 
so it must have to do with literal wellness of being, as in the woman caught in 

adultery in John 8, go and sin no more is not just for her good, and likely 
preserving her very life if caught again, but also in the way He knows how these 

sexual sins hurt us and affect many others.  We know that everyone sins, so why 
these two particular events were they told this? 

For the lame man it could be related to something he did 38 years prior that 
caused this illness for this long, which cost him a great price obviously.  We don’t 

exactly know, but if something he did that many years ago, would suggests he is 
far older than 38.  The warning is, ‘lest a worse thing come upon you’.  I’m sure 

the lame man knows.  No one can stop sin, but realizing who is the One who takes 
away our sins and placing our faith upon Him to save us is what is being pointed 

to, I believe in “sin no more” (for it is not possible except in the new man).   So 
we know the NEW MAN does not sin, for we are born again of an incorruptible 

seed. So this may just be about pointing the lame man to the Messiah. It also can 
be for God’s glory as in the case of the blind man in John 9, or maybe some of all 

of the above .) 

Honor the Father and the Son 

16 For this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill Him,[c]because He had 

done these things on the Sabbath.  

Now how does Jesus justify what He has done by them saying He broken the law?  

We know from the synoptic gospels (Matt, Mk, Luke) that they have already been 
accused of breaking quite a few laws regarding the Sabbath. Jesus has let them 

know He is Lord of the Sabbath and that just as His Father works, He works.   
Verse 17-24 testifies more of who Jesus is. 
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17 But Jesus answered them, “My Father has been working until now, and I have been 

working.”   

18 Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the 
Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God. 

19 Then Jesus answered and said to them,“Most assuredly (verily, verily), I say to you, 

the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He 

does, the Son also does in like manner.    
 

(Just like Verily Verily, we see the comparison from truth to truth verified, Amen to 
Amen.  The Father is compared to the Son – the Identity of Jesus as one with the 

Father, the Alpha and the Omega, the Amen and the Amen) 

Here Jesus has called God His Father.  Not our Father, but MY Father.  And they 
recognized the difference He was making, as He had seen God, and says He is 

working with God, and does the same things God has done.    

What blasphemy they must have thought! First, they didn’t realize that God would 

come in the flesh as the Messiah.  They should have known from the OT 
prophecies that God would be the Saviour and no one else.  But they understand 

this as speaking polytheism and because they have taught there is only One God, 
they do not understand this, nor do they seem to want to.  They should have 

heard of the Son of Man (Dan 7), they should know God has a Son (Ps 2).  Their 
solution?   

Kill Him!   

Reminds me of some other men in history who felt they were doing God a favor, 
the Roman Catholic inquisitions, Luther and the Jews, Calvin and those who 

disagreed with his theology and institutes of Christianity, Hitler… yes, Hitler really 
idolized Luther and his standing on the Jews.  He thought he was doing God a 

favor.  Just the wrong god. 

Somebody remind us of John 1:18 

 No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom 

of the Father, He has declared Him.  (So Jesus has indeed identified Himself as 
having seen the Father, having been with the Father, having ascended and 

descended. 

JESUS CONTINUES: 

20 For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself does; and 

He will show Him greater works than these, that you may marvel.  Amen, and Amen 

21 For as the Father raises the dead and gives LIFE to them, even so the Son gives 

LIFE to whom He will.  Amen and Amen 



(It’s a comin’…Now Jesus is declaring He can do the same as the Father, raise the 

dead and give life to them…Think on the story of the King of Israel when the King 
of Syria sent Naaman to him to be healed – 2 Kings 5.  He tore his clothes and 

said “Am I God, to kill and make alive”? Coming up in the plot…when Lazarus 
comes back from the dead, they are really going to be murderous.   

What audacity!  They can’t say He didn’t tell them from the beginning, has shown 

them the signs, has quoted the Scriptures, has told them not only that He is the 
Son of man, but He is going to tell them WHAT His powers are.  They will not have 

Him rule over them, now this man is telling them He can bring someone back from 
the dead??) 

22 For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son,   

23 that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not 
honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him. ) Amen and Amen) 

 

 MY FATHER WORKS, I WORK (like saying amen, amen) 
 Declaring God is His Father makes Himself EQUAL with God. 

 Verily Verily (19), the Son does nothing except what He SEES the Father 
do.  He does likewise 

 The Father loves the Son and will show even greater works that the 
people will marvel. 

 Amen, Amen, the Father raises from the dead and gives life, LIFE is also 

given by the Son 
 The Father judges no man, but All Judgment is committed to the Son. 

 That ALL men should honor the Son just as they Honor the Father (Amen 
& Amen)  

 He that does not honor the Son doesn’t honor God either. (Amen Amen) 

SOMEBODY PLEASE READ  1 John 2:22-23 

Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is THE CHRIST? He is antichrist who denies the 
Father and the Son. 23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who 

acknowledges the Son has the Father also.  1 John 2:22-23 

There are 5 parts really to this verse 

24 “Most assuredly, (or verily, verily) I say to you, he who  

1)hears My word and  

2)BELIEVES IN HIM who sent Me  

3)has EVERLASTING LIFE, and  

4)shall not come into judgment,   



5)but HAS passed from death into LIFE.  

This is a very important verse, and I much prefer the KJV here, but sometimes with 

those who do not know or have not heard, or maybe even have heard from a legalistic 
background, I will use another verse, but is a good one for us all to have memorized.  

See the parts here.  He starts with again: 

1. Verily, Verily I say unto you (He is in advance letting them know this is 

the truth, and He has already identified Himself as equal to God, as the 
Messiah and all the other things that has been testified of.  His Word, HE, is 

the First and the Last who is verifying this is truth, by HIS FIRST Amen, and 
HIS LAST Amen.  If someone wasn’t there for the lesson I can explain it to 

you at the end. 
2. He that heareth My word, (to hear, to understand, to not be deaf, to 

perceive, etc.) 
3. And believeth on Him that sent me, (This verse does not mean that one 

can just believe on God without believing on Jesus.  They are One.  The 
Father gives life, the Son gives life.  The Father is working, the Son is 

working, the three are One.) 
4. HATH everlasting life (as we will see this word ECHO throughout regarding 

the gift of eternal life, we need to really be cemented in the fact that when 
we have heard His Word – the gospel and believed, we HAVE, POSSESS, 

OWN, some other meanings, to have and to hold is used in marriage 

ceremonies, one of the meanings has to do with just that, or to be closely 
joined or cling to a person.  We know we are made part of the body.  One 

body.  Not a body with detachable parts.  Christ’s body is compared to 
marriage in Eph 5, speaking on the mystery of how they are JOINED (cling) 

to each other and become ONE FLESH.  DONE DEAL! 
5. And SHALL NOT come into judgment  (John 3:18) 

6. But HATH passed from death UNTO life. (Done) 

It’s really important to HEAR this verse above because you have a present tense 
possess, and you have a future tense also.  And a past tense.  We have passed 

from death unto life, done deal.   

25 Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear 

the voice of the SON OF GOD; and those who hear will live.  

26 For as the Father has LIFE in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have LIFE IN 
Himself, 27 and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is 

the Son of Man.  

(This does not mean the Father granted the Son life, but that they both have the 

ability to give life to others.  Both spiritually and also physically.  The Father and 
the Son have always had eternal life.   Look back on vs. 21 and 24, and 25.   

Now we also see that ALL judgment is committed to the Son.   

That Jesus has also been given the authority to execute judgment. 



This is important to remember Jesus as Judge, because He will be at the judgment 

seat of Christ (the Bema seat), He will be at the Great White Throne Judgment.  
He will be the one opening the seals (which are judgment) upon the earth in 

Revelation chapter 6.   He is the Judge standing at the door in James 5.  I believe 
we see Him standing at that open door, telling us to come up hither in Rev 4:1, so 

those who are the overcomers in the churches will be raptured and ‘kept from the 
hour that is to come upon the whole earth’ (see Rev 3:10 – which I believe speaks 

to the tribulation). 

Jesus was ordained by God to be Judge.  

Somebody please read Acts 10:42 

And He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that it is He who was 

ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead. 

Somebody please read Acts 17:31 

Because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the 
Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the 

dead.  Acts 17:31 

28 Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will 

hear His voice  

29 and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of LIFE, and those 
who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.   

(This is a reference to resurrection specifically, eternal life and eternal damnation.  We 

know those who are righteous will see the judgment seat of Christ – Bema, those who 

are unrighteous, the Great white Throne judgment.   We also know that at the 
crucifixion all those that came out of the grave – only Saints came alive, when Jesus 

cried it with a loud voice and yielded up His spirit and the veil was torn in two, the great 
earthquake, and the tombs were open, and there was a resurrection, and they entered 

the Holy City and appeared to many…. Oh my goodness, what a sight.) 

30 I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because 
I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me.   

(This verse does not mean Jesus can do nothing, but that He does not do one thing 
apart from the Father’s will showing they are one and of the same nature). 

Prov 8:17 

John 14:21 

Acts 17:26-27 

And He has made from one blood[a] every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and 
has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings,27 so that they 
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should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not 
far from each one of us. 

 


