
John 8 

New King James Version (NKJV) 

The last verse in John 7 through 8:11 are not in the older manuscripts, so some 

translations include it in brackets, others simply include it. And yet some do not. So if 

you do not have it, just know that although there is some disagreement on this story 

being included in canon, this section of Scripture in no way violates other Scriptures and 

in fact is complementary to some.  It is contained in over 450 of the Greek manuscripts.  

So I am only going to make a short mention for those who may be confused if your 

translations state the passage is not in there (NAS, NIV, ESV, RSV, NET state it is not 

original). 

I want to give a little history on the Mount of Olives or the Mount called Olivet.  

You might find some of your own interesting points, since this does not include 

all, but this is the first and only mention by name in the book John, so I’d like 

to give a little background. 

 

The Mount of Olives is a long sloping hill on the east side of the Temple Mount. 

Between the Temple Mount and the Mount of Olives is the Kidron valley.   
Originally named because of its’ Olive trees on the top of the ridge. 

 
1. It is first mentioned in the Bible in when David fled Jerusalem through the 

valley. (2 Samuel 15:23-30)  
2. Next it was where King Asa who did right in God's eyes, removed the 

Sodomites from Israel, removed his mother as queen because she set up a 
grove to an idol, and he burnt it by the brook of Kidron. (1 Kings 15:12-13, 

2 King 23:6-7) The evil queen Athaliah was killed in the Kidron Valley.  
3. The hill became a major cemetery after the days when Josiah was king of 

Judah. (2 King 23:6) and to present time, there are many prophets said to 
have been buried there.  In one of the wars, the Muslims desecrated a bunch 

of the graves (I ‘believe’ the six day war, but I haven’t verified) 
4. Jeremiah's prophecies concerning the future of the valley is that it would be 

a holy place in the Millennial kingdom.  (Jeremiah 31:40) 

5. Jesus is known to have slept on the Mount of Olives (Luke 21:37, 22:39) 
6. Gave many sermons there, the famous Olivet discourses regarding the end 

times took place there. 
7. Was there when He sent His disciples for the tied up colt.  (Lk 19:29, Matt 

21:1-2) 
8. The enemy, the Roman Soldiers and Titus –-a type of the antichrist 

prophesied in Daniel--camped on the Mount of Olives, in the time of the 
siege and destruction of the Temple in AD 70. 

9. Jesus went there after His Passover supper with His disciples, after they 
sang a hymn together. (Matt 26:30) 

10. The Garden of Gethsemane is at the base of the Mount of Olives. 



11. Most importantly, Christ’s ascension took place there, and just as He 

ascended, He will descend in the same way and in the same place, setting 
His feet on the Mount of Olives in the second coming splitting it into two.*                                      

 
*Google and Bible search on Mount of olives and Kidron 

 
 

Somebody please read Acts 1:6-12 for the ascension. 
 

6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt 

thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It 

is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his 

own power.  8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 

you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and 

in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 9 And when he had spoken 

these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of 

their sight.  10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, 

behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 11 Which also said, Ye men of 

Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up 

from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 

heaven. 12 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 

which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey.  Acts 1:6-12 

Beside His ascension into heaven and second coming, I included a few more verses 

because I think it’s important to know right at that moment, Jesus is speaking to Israel 
regarding the restoration of the Kingdom promised to THEM (Israel).   That was the 

question.  
 

They thought it would be immediate.   Luke 19:11 says they thought the Kingdom of 
God was going to appear immediately.   That thought was dispelled right after, by the 

fact Christ ascended again to heaven and they did not go with Him.   It is also witnessed 

by the angels who let them know He will be coming again in like manner as He left 
(again important for pre-tribbers to remember this for He speaks of the second coming 

TO Israel.  
 

We need to remember also that the Kingdom was promised to Israel, the land is 
promised to them, and Israel’s descendants are being spoken to here.  Does that mean 

we will not have our part?  No, the church will of course be included in the Kingdom, but 
Israel will have the land originally promised to them restored.   

 
As we know, not all Israel’s descendants will inherit them, (Not all Israel is Israel), but 

only those who have come and will come to believe upon Jesus Christ as their Savior, 
their Messiah. (Read the rest of Luke 19 regarding the servants and the citizens of this 

kingdom who hated Him, and did not want Him to reign over them.  Also read in chapter 
19 of the other Kingdom He went to receive for Himself (this alludes to the Gentile 



nations who also were grafted into the promises).   This is the period of the fullness of 

the Gentiles. 
 

When He comes again, THIS is when He turns again to Israel, His servants, some who 
will have been faithful and believed, those others who did not believe will be judged and 

sent to hell. 
 

Besides the Millennial Kingdom, we see Jesus set the order of the preaching of the 
gospel, who would be preaching it first (Salvation was of/from the Jews (Jn4) – Along 

with Jesus, the Jews were to be the light to the Gentiles).  
 

Somebody please read Acts 13:46-48 
 

Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of 
God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and 

judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.  For so 

hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, 
that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth.  And when the 

Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as 
many as were ordained to eternal life believed.  Acts 13:46-48 

 
Now we look to His coming again. 

 
 

Somebody please read Zech 14:4-5. 
 

And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before 
Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof 

toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; 
and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward 

the south.  

 
And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains 

shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the 
earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall 

come, and all the saints with thee.  Zech 14:4-5. 
 

Again, pre-tribbers, note the ‘saints’ coming with Him. 
 

I hope going into these different areas will help not confuse, but I like to cover 
things as I am there.  It makes my understanding a little more fruitful.  If you 

have any questions please let me know. 
 

The word for Saints or Holy ones in some translations is Qadowsh (sounds 
like Kah-doshe) means:  sacred, holy, Holy One, saint, set apart.  We will be 

coming with Him.  Christ is the firstfruits of many, as He ascended, I believe 

we too shall go in like manner. 
 



I have some verses that witness to us coming with Him, I can quickly read 

or save for your notes. 
  

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.  John 14:3 (also 1 

Thess 4 shows we are received unto Him) 
 

When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him 
in glory.  Col 3:4 

 
 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, 

Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, To execute 

judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all 

their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their 

hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.  Jude 14-15 

(Second coming) 

To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, 

even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.  1 

Thess 3:13 

 

For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?  1 Thess 2:19 

 

Read also 1 Thess 4:13-18  Those who went right before us, and we who 

follow right after, He will bring with Him and thus we shall ALWAYS be with 
the Lord (wherever He is we will go).  The Lord always goes before His 

people. 

Rev 19 shows Him leading His saints/bride into battle. 
 

 

1 At the end of the eight day of Feast of Tabernacles the Jews returned to their homes 

and Jesus then went up to the Mount of Olives.  

2 Now early in the morning He came again into the temple, and all the people came to 
Him; and He sat down and taught them.  

We don’t know how often, but we know that Jesus slept in the garden of the Mount of 
Olives (everyone else went to their own home) but Jesus said “Foxes have holes and 

birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” So likely 
He did sleep there often, and if so, the next morning, He would have gone to the Temple 

as this verse says and He is teaching with authority those who were teachers of the Law.  
 

Somebody please read Luke 21:37-38 



 

"And in the day time he was teaching in the temple; and at night he went out, and 
abode in the mount that is called the mount of Olives. And all the people came 

early in the morning to him in the temple, for to hear him." 
 

So it may be likely He was there again to do the same.  He was not inside the temple, 
but in the part of the court for the women.  Otherwise the Pharisees would have sinned 

by bringing her to the wrong place.  How was this woman found out?  Was she set up by 
the man she was caught in the act with?  Where was the man?   

 

3 Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery. And when 

they had set her in the midst, 4 they said to Him, “Teacher, this woman was caught in 
adultery, in the very act.  

5 Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be stoned.  But what do You 

say?” 

6 This they said, testing Him, that they might have something of which to accuse Him. 

But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though He did not 
hear. 

There are a couple of things to consider here.  Remember what Jesus told them in the 

prior chapter? “Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you keepeth the law?”  
We do not know what Jesus wrote, but we do know that He wrote on the ground with 

His Finger.  Is there significance there? 

Jesus is God and He is writing something with His finger:   

Somebody please read Ex 31:18 

And he gave unto Moses, when he had made an end of communing with him upon 

mount Sinai, two tables of testimony, tables of stone, written with the finger of 

God.  Ex 31:18 

Also He shows us a good example for all of us to remember when we are answering 
people. 

Somebody please read James 1:19-20 

 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, 

slow to wrath: for the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.   James 

1:19-20 

 

We already saw in Mark 2 (which was one of the cross references in John 3), that Jesus 
told the paralytic that his sins were forgiven him so that they might KNOW that He had 

the POWER to FORGIVE sins on earth.  So is Jesus going to forgive her?   
 



They are obviously setting a trap, to accuse Him of going against the law of Moses, if He 

does. But by not bringing the man, (Lev 20:10 says they both must be put to death) 
they haven’t kept the law of Moses either, as Jesus told them previously in John 7:19.  

As we know, Jesus knows the heart of man, and He knew their thoughts were not to 
uphold the law, and He outwits them with His wisdom.     

 
Roman law did not allow capital punishment in that day to be in the hand of the Jews, so 

stoning could not have been practiced under Roman rule, and if Jesus said ‘yes, follow 
the law of Moses and stone her’, He then would be guilty of trespassing Roman law and 

either way, they could accuse Him of wrong doing... 
 

See this for an example, 
  

Somebody please read John 18:31 
 

Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and judge him according to your law. 

The Jews therefore said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death… 

John 18:31 

So crafty and wicked foxes…the woman was set up, the man is nowhere to be found, but 
if they caught them in the act, where is the man?  Sounds more possible that one of 

them (or their cohorts) lured her into adultery for this very reason.  So they’re asking 
Jesus… So…what do you say??? 

 
No doubt they thought they had Him trapped.  Jesus had to first anger them to have 

Him not respond immediately to them, as others were afraid of them and Jesus was not.  
Jesus bent down and wrote on the ground.   He delayed His response, and they keep 

asking Him to answer as He is ignoring them. 
 

7 So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said to them, “He who is 
without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.”  

8 And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground.  

(Just as He wrote the tablets a second time with His finger – Ex 34:1) 

9 Then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out one by one, 
beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman 

standing in the midst.  

(So here is the Law Giver Himself writing with His finger in the dust…. There is 

several other places where the finger of God is referenced, and one that also 
comes to mind is in Dan 5 where King Belshazzar sees the hand of a man writing 

with a finger on the wall, and His kingdom was weighed and found wanting.  The 
offer of the Kingdom was about to be given to another.   

Somebody please read 1 Tim 1:8-11 regarding the Law 



But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully; 9 knowing this, that the 

law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the 
ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and 

murderers of mothers, for manslayers,10 for whoremongers, for them that defile 
themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if 

there be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine; 11 according to the 
glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust.  1 Tim 1:8-

11 

The purpose of me bringing in this passage is to ask who can use the law lawfully?   

Only a righteous man.  That man is Christ, the Law Giver.   No one has ever kept the 

law.  Some may have thought they were.  The purpose of the law, was not to be 
misused as these people did.  It was to point people to Christ, to the Prophet who was to 

come, to the Messiah, to our exceeding sinfulness… 

10 When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her, 
“Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?” 

11 She said, “No one, Lord.” 

And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.” 

Many use this verse to say somehow that this speaks to a non-believer repenting 

from sin in order to be saved.  Surely stopping any sin against God is a good 
thing, but this speaks to her sexual immorality, which almost caused her an early 

death.  Likely these men would not be happy they didn’t catch Jesus in their trap, 
and might look to take it out on her later.  Jesus is not telling her to do the 

impossibility of never sinning again, He is telling her not to commit adultery any 
longer as he did with the lame man at the pool of Bethesda, unless something 

worse should happen to him. 

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 

As we remember from John 7-8, it is the time of the Feast of Tabernacles.  There are a 
couple of ceremonies that worked their way into the feast of Tabernacles.  As we know 

also, the Jews celebrated other festivals such as the feast of dedication which were not 
given by God.  Jesus did not begrudge this, He attended the feast of dedication.  But I 

do want to identify these as historical traditions, not Biblical.  There are several 
passages they would quote,(Shema or Sha-mah or Shamaya)one you are likely familiar 

with is Deut 6:4, “hear Oh Israel the Lord God is one Lord., (for God – it is the plural 
Elohiym) and these others; Ps 115:9-12; Ps 46; Is 43:1-13, Is 46:8-9; Deut 32:39 

(from the song of Moses) 

As to the ceremonies, first is the water ceremony where they would have a sacrificial 

pouring out of water at the temple in the daytime.  The High Priest would lead them to 
the pool of Siloam (Shiloach) and return to the courtyard to pour out the water, then the 

crowd would sing this Psalm 118:25-26 



Save now, I beseech thee, O LORD: 

O LORD, I beseech thee, send now prosperity. 
Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the LORD: 

we have blessed you out of the house of the LORD.   

And then they would generally end with ‘save oh Lord’ 

Whether this is what was happening culturally or not, it’s interesting to note Jesus in 

chapter 7 standing up and crying out as if answering this water ceremony…Living Water:  
 

“If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as 

the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.  

In the evening time, they had a Light ceremony which followed the water ceremony.  

They would light these huge menorah’s which were supposedly to remind them of the 

pillar of fire that followed them at night and gave the Light (Ex 13:17-22). The One that 

is the Light of this world.  The reason I bring this up, is not that these traditions were 

important, but He may have used them to point them to Him.  So Jesus is saying I AM 

the Living Water, I AM the Light of the World…  Both of these points in the festival are 

answered with the ‘I AM’ statements. 

12 Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows 
Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of LIFE.” 

Here is one of the prophecy cross references/of Jesus being God, the everlasting 

light of the world. Somebody please read Isaiah 60:19-21 (Light of the world is 
also repeated in John 9:5) 

The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon 

give light unto thee: 

but the LORD shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. 

Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: 

for the LORD shall be thine everlasting light, 

and the days of thy mourning shall be ended. 

Thy people also shall be all righteous: 

they shall inherit the land for ever, 

the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, 

that I may be glorified.  Is 60:19-21 

 

13 The Pharisees therefore said to Him, “You bear witness of Yourself; Your witness is not 
true.” 



14 Jesus answered and said to them, “Even if I bear witness of Myself, My witness is 

true, for I know where I came from and where I am going; but you do not know where I 
come from and where I am going.   

(This whole book is a witness -- martyreō, where we get our word martyr, to who Jesus 

is, and what He is to do.  Another reference to Him descending from heaven and 
ascending again.  The more you start recognizing these particular repeated statements, 

the more you see how often Christ has identified who He is to those who will not believe. 
By the many prophecies He has fulfilled in the Scriptures, and by signs and the miracles, 

and by the forerunner, John the Baptist, by the testimony of others, the Messianic Titles, 
and by very notably, the time based on Daniel’s Prophecy.) 

15 You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one.  

16 And yet if I do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone, but I am with the 
Father who sent Me.  

(Jesus came to the world the first time to bring salvation, the second time will be for 
judgment.  This can mean several things.  He is saying He does not judge according to 

the flesh, and any judgment He does make is true.  It can also be a reference to Jn 
3:17, He did not come to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be 

saved.)  

17 It is also written in your law that the testimony of two men is true.  

(Notice how He calls it their law?) 

18 I am One who bears witness of Myself, and the Father who sent Me bears witness of 

Me.”  

(Here we see a form of an Amen and Amen, Verily, Verily or Truth, truth 

statement as they both are One – think of the Father testifying of Him in John 
5:37; 1 John 5:9-13) 

19 Then they said to Him, “Where is Your Father?” 

Jesus answered, “You know neither Me nor My Father. If you had known Me, you would 
have known My Father also.” 

(This was likely another attempt to trip Him up to get Him to answer that God was His 

Father so they could charge Him with blasphemy.  But they do not know either of them.) 

20 These words Jesus spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple; and no one laid 

hands on Him, for His hour had not yet come. 

21 Then Jesus said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek Me, and will die in 
your sin. Where I go you cannot come.” 



22 So the Jews said, “Will He kill Himself, because He says, ‘Where I go you cannot 

come’?” 

(No, He was going to willingly lay down His life for them as well as us.  But we 
know t The only thing is sister, you wouldn't want to share Dr. Brown anything 

even if there is truth, he is 'lose your salvation', hangs out with Benny Hinn and 
defends him as a man of God, and a little lawkeeping and repent from sin for 

salvation thrown in <3hat Jesus ascends into Heaven.  No non-believer will be able 
to go there to be with Him.) 

23 And He said to them, “You are from beneath; I am from above. You are of this world; 
I am not of this world.   

(Another reference to His origin, Him descending from heaven, not being of this 

world –But THEY were….Try to count through John and find how many times He 
references where He has come from). 

24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not BELIEVE that I 
am He, you will die in your sins.”  

(It literally says “I AM”, He is italicized and although implied, is not in the Greek.  

The same two words in the other “I Am” statements are egō and eimi  (said like  
a-GO i-ME – I AM!!)  When we read verses like this, we need to repeat it 

conversely sometimes to really cement in our minds what this says.   

If you DO believe that Jesus is the Christ, the I AM, you will NOT die in your sins. 

25 Then they said to Him, “Who are You?” 

And Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been saying to you from the beginning. 

(I read this part and think of when we tell people something over and over, how it is for 
us at times.  It seems like we go round and round with people and they say the same 

thing over and over, and don’t seem to be listening.  They don’t seem to acknowledge 
His Word.  It sometimes seems useless.  But we can trust in the power of His Word.  It 

is a sword of truth. Nicodemus may have been here, and so may have Paul.  Who 
knows?)   

26 I have many things to say and to judge concerning you, but He who sent Me is true; 
and I speak to the world those things which I heard from Him.”) 

27 They did not understand that He spoke to them of the Father. 

28 Then Jesus said to them, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I 
am He, and that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these 

things.  

29 And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for I always do 
those things that please Him.”   



(He is shown as sinless here (always do the things that please His Father, and know we 

see a third reference in this chapter to being sent by the Father.  He also stresses that 
the Father Testifies of Him, and that they are One. These religious leaders should be 

familiar with the ‘Sent One’ or Shiloh/Shiloyh (She-low), which is a prophecy in Gen 
49:10.   

The Son of Man is the Messianic Title seen in Daniel 7.  The Greek word for lifting up is 

Hypsoō  (hoop-SAW-o).  Here is the ironic thing.  It means, to lift up on high, to exalt.  
These Pharisees would be doing this very thing as they sought to kill Him, He knew, He 

loved them and wept for them, and wanted to gather them under His wing.  If they had 
only believed or known, they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory (1 Cor 2:8).  But 

Jesus was exalted on High! 

 

This is the same word used in John 3:14 - As Moses lifted up the serpent, even so the 
Son of man be lifted up. And also John 12:32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 

draw all unto me.  Also seen in 12:34. 
 

In being lifted up on high, Christ was exalted.  Somebody please read Col 2:10-15 

And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: in 

whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in 
putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: buried 

with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the 
operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.  And you, being dead in 

your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh (Past tense), hath he quickened 
together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; blotting out the 

handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took 
it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; and having spoiled principalities and 

powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.  Col 2:10-15 

(Circumcision without hands, is the seal of the New Covenant – the Holy Spirit, just as 

circumcision was the seal of the Abrahamic Covenant.  When we believed, the body 
which was dead in sins was buried with Him in the baptism of the Spirit, and raised with 

Him, all our sins forgiven and taken out of the way, nailed to the cross by the Lamb that 
takes away the sins of the world – see also Eph 2:4-9; Romans 6:4-23) 

30 As He spoke these words, many BELIEVED IN HIM. 

 

 


