
Isaiah 

Introduction 

Isaiah is the author of the entire book according to vs. 1:1 and more conservative scholars.  Some of the 

more liberal theories are that there is more than one author of the book, some even divide the latter half 

into many portions and many authors. They try to cite literary and theological distinctions, but Isaiah has 

a distinctive style and if one looks at the New Testament Scriptures attributing both Isaiah’s earlier 

chapters and later portions I believe we can know that the entire book was written by Isaiah.  Here is just 
one passage for an example that cites both the beginning and the end. 

John 12:37-41   

37 But although He had done so many signs before them, they did not believe in Him, 38 that the 

word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke: “Lord, who has believed our report? 

And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?”  39 Therefore they could not believe, 

because Isaiah said again: 40 “He has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts, Lest they 

should see with their eyes, Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, So that I should 

heal them.”  41 These things Isaiah said when he saw His glory and spoke of Him. 

This passage in John cites both Isaiah 6:1, 10 and Isaiah 53 as Isaiah ‘saying’ these things.  (Other double 

section citations, see Matt 3:3; 4:14-16; Rom 9:27-29; 10:16) Along with that, one of the dead sea 
scrolls carries Isaiah in it’s entirety with no breaks between chapter 39-40. 

Psalms and Isaiah are the most often quoted books in the New Testament, followed by  Deuteronomy and 

Exodus.  Even per length, Isaiah holds up in percentages by the smaller books.  Isaiah 53 alone is quoted 
around 85 times in the New Testament. 

Isaiah is one of the major prophets by the standard English classification.   The difference between Major 

vs. Minor is basically based just on the size of the book, not the importance.  In the Hebrew classification, 

Isaiah is known as one of the Later Prophets.  But the division into major/minor is not chronological order.  

It is also a Pre-exilic book (Before Babylonian captivity and exile from their land)  He is often referred to 

as "The Messianic Prophet", because Isaiah made many of the Messianic prophecies which were 

fulfilled in Jesus. The New Testament quotes and applies more scriptures from the book of Isaiah than any 
other Old Testament prophet. 

Isaiah prophesied from 739-690 bc, book was written between 701-681bc? to Judah and Jerusalem.   

Hosea was a contemporary of Isaiah’s, as well as Micah.  Hosea was from 750 bc -725 bc – and was a 

prophet to Israel , Micah was 735-700 bc and also a prophet to Judah. 

Yet Isaiah's work was not solely foretelling the future. A prophet of God was not primarily a future teller, 

but one who spoke God's word to the people of his own day. The word "prophet" literally means "to boil 

up like a fountain." Therefore a prophet was a spokesman for God; not so much a "foreteller" as a "forth 
teller"!1   

The Gesenius Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon says prophet means to pour forth words abundantly, to 

reveal or declare the words of God to men.  Being moved by God’s power, not their own, i.e., ‘holy 
men spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost’.  

Think on this, the first man called a prophet of God was Abraham in Gen 20, after he had deceived 

Abimelech regarding Sarah, and God went to Abimelech in a dream and told him he was a dead man. God 

told him that Abraham was a prophet and to go to him to be prayed for by him.  I find that odd in some 



ways, in the manner that Abraham was kind of saving his own hide, not being very faithful.  Yet God still 
had their backs in that He was faithful, even when they were not. 

I have to throw in a story here, as it applies to what I was going to use.  Now I had to LAUGH when a 

male friend said he really liked 1 Tim 2:11-13, I about choked when I looked it up.  Now I knew this was 

the wrong verse as far as what he meant to share after his encouraging note. He has Calvinist family and 

is learning a lot about the error of this doctrine and was thanking me for some of the things he had been 

learning from the groups. He closed the email with saying he really liked 1 Tim 2:11-13 

I looked it up, so someone please read 

1 Tim 2:11-13 

Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp 

authority over the man, but to be in silence. For Adam was first formed, then Eve. 

I started laughing to myself, knowing that had to be an error (since the email was encouraging), and I 

looked up the passage I thought he probably meant.   I told him that I do believe men are not to be in 

subjection in church from a female pastor or elders, but I also told him I thought he meant this, which 

turned out to be true: 

2 Timothy 2:11-13 

It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: if we suffer, we shall 

also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: if we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: 

he cannot deny himself.  

Abraham was called a prophet of God, the first one to be called that, however, he wasn’t very faithful all 

the time, yet God counted his faith for righteousness. 

Isaiah was God's spokesman to Judah and Jerusalem at a time when the nation was immersed in 

sin. He urged them to turn back to him, then foretold destruction upon them if they did not return 

to God. 

In the midst of these dire warnings, Isaiah also foretold of a bright future with the coming Messiah. 

God would not forget His covenant made to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and David. He would spare a 
remnant of the nation of Israel out of which would come the Messiah and His new kingdom. 

Isaiah appropriately means "salvation of the Lord" or "the Lord is salvation", (the message 

throughout, also what Jonah exclaimed in the belly of the whale in chapter 2 vs. 9, “Salvation is of 

the LORD”.  

He is described as the son of Amoz in 1:1, 2:1, and 13:1. The Bible does not reveal more of his 

history than that. He was married and had two sons, Shear-Jashub ("the remnant shall return", Is 

7:3) and Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz ("in-speed-spoil-booty-hastens", Is 8:3), both names also 
symbolized his message.”1 

Isaiah's favorite designation for Jehovah (Yahweh) is "The Lord of Hosts", used 62 times in the 

book.  You might want to go through and highlight them.  An easy way to do that is to search an 

online Bible software, for ‘Lord of Hosts’, and choose just the book of Isaiah to look it up in.   The 

name/title Lord of Hosts designates the Lord as omnipotent, and is used by all prophets except 
Ezekiel, Joel, Obadiah, and Jonah. I also didn’t see it used until 1 Samuel.1 

The term 'hosts' designated the armies of Israel, as well as refer to the angels, or to the stars.  

He is Lord the God of all hosts. 

Another designation for the Lord used by Isaiah is "The Holy One Of Israel".  It is used over 25 
times in Isaiah, while found only six times in all the rest of the Bible.1  
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There were four kings of Judah reigning during the book of Isaiah.   

They were in order, Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah.  I’ll give you a brief history of the Kings and 
we’ll go into more detail throughout their reigns. 

1. 787 bc – 735 bc.  King Uzziah is also referred to as Azariah, and was a mostly good King of 

Judah.  2 Chr 26:4 says he did right in the sight of the Lord as did his father before him.  2 Kings 

14:21 says he was 16 when he was made a King.  The other prophets at that same time period 

were Hosea, Amos, and Jonah.  Zechariah was likely the first one instructing him.  after Zechariah 

died, Uzziah did some things wrong at the end.  In 2 Chr. 26:26 it says his heart was lifted up 

(pride) and he entered the temple of God to burn incense on the altar in place of a priest, 80 

priests confronted him, and while he was arguing with them, he broke out in leprosy on his 

forehead and was unable to enter the temple again, he was a leper until he died.  His reign ended 

when Isaiah started prophesying.  Interestingly, he was related to Joseph the father of Jesus. 

 

2. King Jotham was a good King, 2 Chr. 27:1-2 said he did what was right in God’s sight.  He was 

the son of Uzziah, and reigned during part of the reign of Uzziah, since Uzziah had to live in a 

different palace, and not allowed in the temple.  It is not usual though to see an overlap frequently 

with Kings.   Just as Uzziah’s reigned over part of Amaziah his father’s reign, so did Jotham.  His 

reign was 15 years, from 749 bc – 734 BC, literally 1 year after his father died. 

 

3. King Ahaz was wicked, and reigned from 741 BC – 726 BC (2 King 16; 2 Cr 28:1-4).  Ahaz made 

his own altar, and commanded Uriah the priest to make one just like the King of the Assyrians had. 

He desecrated the temples, made metal Baals, offerings including burning his own sons as an 

offering.  The Lord let Syria and Israel defeat Judah in battle, and even Assyria turned on him.  

After God afflicted him he still turned to other gods and built other altars.  He was so hated, he was 

not buried in the tombs where the other Kings were in Jerusalem (2 Chr 28:27). 

 

4. King Hezekiah was the best of the 4 kings of Judah.  Son of wicked Ahaz, he reigned starting at 

the age of 25, from 726 bc-697 bc. Hezekiah had to clean up a lot, destroying all the altars, baals 

and temples for other gods that his father has set up.  He cleaned up the temple in Jerusalem and 

had to reinstate the Levitical priesthood.  Believe it or not, he also had to reinstate the Passover (2 

Chronicles 30).  I won’t go into much more depth, but we remember his story, he took sick, he 

prayed to God who gave him 15 more years to live, however Isaiah brought him a poultice. And he 
also was the foolish one to show the Babylonians all the treasure of the House of the Lord. 

 

I thought Isaiah would be a good book for us to study after John who reveals everything we need to know 

in order to be given eternal life.  Isaiah reveals most of the Messianic prophecies of Jesus.  We as Gentiles 

are to provoke the Jews to jealousy and in knowing their prophecies, we might be able to lead one to 

Christ.  But not even only a Jewish person, but people are so interested in the prophecies of Nostradamus 

and the Mayan prophecies, but haven’t even so much as looked at the others.  A lot in Isaiah is very 

compelling. 

 

Key verses:  Is 6:8; 7:14; 9:6; 14:12-13; Is 53; 65:25 

Key Words: Save, Salvation 

 

Let’s look at some of the key salvation verses: 

 

Isaiah 1:18 “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, 

they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool”.  

 

Isaiah 45:22  “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is 

none else”. 

  

Is 55:1-2 “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, 

buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Wherefore do ye spend 



money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently 

unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness”  

 

Themes:  

 

The sin of both Israel and Gentile nations and subsequent judgment 

To put your trust in the Holy One of Israel 

The Messiah to come and the glory of His age 

The glory and greatness of God 

The dispersement and regathering of Israel 

The first and second Coming of Christ 

The coming Great Tribulation and Glorious Millennium 

 

Basically the two major themes are seen in these two statements: 

 

 

1) "Trust in the Holy One of Israel". Faith in the Lord would assure forgiveness for their 

transgressions and deliverance from their enemies.  Eight times the people are urged to "wait 

upon the Lord" (Is 40:28-31).1 

 

2) "The Messiah to come and the glory of His age" is another dominate message. Isaiah spoke 

frequently of the events to come, foretelling the fall of heathen nations and the establishment of 
the kingdom of the Messiah who would rule in justice and righteousness (Is 2:1-5).1 

Some interesting things about Isaiah: 

Some call the book of Isaiah, the miniature Bible, it has 66 books, and is divided up into two major parts.  

The amount of chapters in the first section correspond to the amount of books in the OT, same with the 

second section and the NT.  The first section covering the sin of mankind, and the history of Israel.  The 

second section containing the person and work or ministry of the Suffering Servant, the Christ.  This is 
kind of general, so we don’t want to overlook what concerns us, or the world as a whole. 

 Isaiah employs the most extensive vocabulary of any other biblical writer, he uses 2,186 different 

words.  The gospel of John was just slightly over 1000 different words.    

 3 significant places Isaiah was quoted 

o In a synagogue, as quoted by Jesus (Isaiah 61:1-3 is quoted in Luke 4:16-21)  

 

 16 So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, 

He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read.17 And He was 

handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found 

the place where it was written: 18 “The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has 

anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 

brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, 

To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 19 To proclaim the acceptable year of 

the LORD.”  Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat 

down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And He 

began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 

So we briefly note here that His first coming was fulfilled in Isaiah 61:1-2a, the rest yet to come. 

 

o In a desert, as read by a eunuch (53:7, 8; Acts 8:27-35)  

o In a prison, as quoted by Paul (6:9, 10; Acts 28:24-27)  
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 Isa. 6:2,6 is the only place in the Bible the word Seraphim is mentioned – although Revelation 

suggests the Seraphim with the six wings and the phrase Holy, Holy, Holy (the only 2 places in the 

Bible) 

 The only book to prophesy regarding the virgin birth 

 Look at this clear picture of the trinity…and the eternal nature of Jesus  

o Somebody please read Isaiah 48:16 “Come near to Me, hear this: I have not spoken in 

secret from the beginning; From the time that it was, I was there. And now the 

Lord GOD and His Spirit Have sent Me.” Shiloh (she-low or Shiloh, the Sent One is Jesus) 

 It is the first of two Old Testament books describing the early days of Lucifer before he fell and 

became the devil (14:12-15; Ezek. 28:11-18). 

 It provides the most beautiful description of the Highway of God’s Holiness in all the Bible (35). 

 It is the first of two Old Testament books predicting the ministry of John the Baptist (40:3-5; 

compare with Malachi 3:1a). 

 It records one of the Old Testament’s most remarkable and precise prophecies about an individual. 

The Persian king, Cyrus, and his decree are both mentioned by Isaiah 150 years before Cyrus was 

even born (see 44:28; 45:1). 

 It gives the most extended overview of the Messiah’s mission to both Jews and Gentiles (42:1-4; 

49). 

 Israel’s grievous and glorious future –Five prophetical themes 

o a. Her rebellion (1:2-6, 14, 15, 23; 2:8; 30:9; 65:2)  

o b. Her ruin (3:8; 5:13; 29:10; 30:17) 

o c. Her repentance (31:7; 64:8, 9)  

o d. Her regathering (27:12; 43:5, 6)  
o e. Her rebirth (26:19; 66:7-9) 

The attributes of God. He speaks of His –  

 

 Eternality (40:28; 63:16)  

o Isaiah 40:28  Have you not known? 

Have you not heard? 

The everlasting God, the LORD, 

The Creator of the ends of the earth, 

Neither faints nor is weary. 

His understanding is unsearchable. 

 Faithfulness (25:1; 49:7)  

o Somebody please read 

o Isaiah 25:1 O LORD, You are my God.   

I will exalt You, 

I will praise Your name, 

For You have done wonderful things; 

Your counsels of old are faithfulness and truth. 

 Gentleness (Isaiah 40:11)  

o He will feed His flock like a shepherd; 

He will gather the lambs with His arm, 

And carry them in His bosom, 

And gently lead those who are with young. 

 Glory (40:3-5; 42:8; Isaiah 59:19)  

o So shall they fear 

The name of the LORD from the west, 

And His glory from the rising of the sun; 

When the enemy comes in like a flood, 

The Spirit of the LORD will lift up a standard against him. 

 Goodness (58:8-14)  

 Grace (43:22-28; 48:17-22; 49:14-18; 55:1-9; 57:16-21; 63:7-8)  



 Holiness (Isaiah 6:3; 57:15)  

o And one cried to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; The whole 

earth is full of His glory!” 

 Justice (56:1-8)  

 Longsuffering (42:14; 65:2)  

o I have stretched out My hands all day long to a rebellious people, 

Who walk in a way that is not good, 

According to their own thoughts 

 Mercy (40:1-2)  

 Omnipotence (31:4-5, 8-9; 40:9-10, 12; 42:5; 64:1-4)  

 Omniscience (28:23-29; 40:13-14; 41:21-24; 42:9)  

 Omnipresence (40:15-17, 21-27; 41:1-4; 44:6-20, 24-27; 45:7-12, 14-15; 46:1-4, 6-8; 

66:1-2)  

o I got notes from different places, Bible verses, this list came from Liberty edu which I 

don’t know about doctrinally, but found it interesting, that the first two were listed as 

omni attributes, and omnipresence was replaced with the word Sovereignty.  Now 

none of us have a problem with God’s Sovereignty, likely just the wrong reformed 

definition (imho), but normally you see the 3 Omni attributes listed, whereas the 

third was changed. 

 Triunity (48:16; 63:9-10)  

 Uniqueness (40:18-20; 46:5, 9-12; 48:12-13)  

o Isaiah 46:9-10   Remember the former things of old, 

For I am God, and there is no other; 

I am God, and there is none like Me, 

Declaring the end from the beginning, 

And from ancient times things that are not yet done, 

Saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, 

And I will do all My pleasure,’ 

 Word (40:6-8; 55:10-13)  

 Wrath (1:28-31; 30:27-28; 33:14-16; 63:11-15, 17-19) 

Besides Jesus being represented as the Lamb and the Lion we have other 

TITLES FOR AND TYPES OF JESUS  

 Holy One of Israel (1:4)  

 Lord of Hosts (1:9)  

 The Mighty One of Israel (1:24)  

 The God of Jacob (2:3)  

 The Branch of the Lord (4:2; 11:1)  

 The King (6:5) “Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I 

dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, The LORD of 

hosts.” 

 Immanuel (7:14)  

 The Great Light to the Gentiles (9:1-2) Nevertheless the gloom will not be upon her 

who is distressed, As when at first He lightly esteemed The land of Zebulun and the land of 

Naphtali, And afterward more heavily oppressed her, By the way of the sea, beyond the 

Jordan, In Galilee of the Gentiles.  The people who walked in darkness Have seen a great 

light; Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has shined. 

 Wonderful Counselor (9:6)  

 The Mighty God (9:6)  

 The Everlasting Father (9:6)  



 The Prince of Peace (9:6)  

 The Holy One (10:17)  

 The God of the Middle East (19:23-25)  

 The All Comforting God (25:8)  

o He will swallow up death forever, 

And the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces; 

The rebuke of His people 

He will take away from all the earth; 

For the LORD has spoken. 

 The Righteous King (32:1)  

 The Living God (37:17)  

 The Angel of the Lord (37:36)  

 The Glory of the Lord (40:5)  

 The Omnipotent and Omniscient God (40:12-31)  

 The Friend of Abraham (41:8)  

 The Servant of the Lord (42:1-7)  

 The Forgiver of Sins (43:25)  

 The First and the Last (44:6)  

o “Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, 

And his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 

‘I am the First and I am the Last; 

Besides Me there is no God. 

 The Suffering Savior (50:6; 52:14; 53:1-10a, 12)  

 The Resurrected Redeemer (53:10b-11)  

 The God of the Whole Earth (54:5)  

 The Anointed of the Lord (61:1-3)  

 The Avenging and Victorious Warrior (63:1-6)  

The coming Messiah:  

Isaiah pictures Him in terms of both a Lamb and a Lion!  

The LAMB 

a. His incarnation Born of a virgin (7:14) Both God and man (9:6) Descended from David (9:7; 

11:1)  

b. His relationship with the Father Prepared by the Father (49:1-2) Named by the Father (9:6) 

Loved by the Father (42:1) Empowered by the Father (50:4; 61:10-11) Commissioned by the 

Father (42:6-7; 49:3-7) Reassured by the Father (49:8-9; 50:7-9) Obedient to the Father (50:5)  

c. His relationship with the Holy Spirit The power (11:2) The preaching (61:1-3) 

d. His relationship with Israel Its illumination (9:1-2) Its foundation (28:16)  

e. His relationship with the Gentiles Revealing salvation (42:6-7) Receiving adoration (11:10)  

f. His gracious ministry Not a fanatic (42:2) Not a faultfinder (42:3) Not a failure (43:4)  

g. His crucifixion -Its origin (Who caused his death?) His foes (all sinners) (53:3-6) His Father! 

(53:6, 10) Its ordeal (50:6; 52:14) Its outcome (53:5-9, 11-12) 

The LION  

a. His exaltation (52:13)  



b. His millennial reign Its nature (11:3-5) Its extent and duration (9:7) Its meaning to Israel 
(59:20-21) Its meaning to Gentiles (52:15) Its meaning to sinners (59:16-18) 

– from Liberty.edu 

The book of Isaiah can be divided into two major parts: 

1. The Assyrian Period (chapters 1-39) - The prophet proclaims the Lord's indictment against 

Judah and Jerusalem, and the coming judgment against them. He portrays the Rule of the Lord of 

Hosts who judges not only Israel, but heathen nations as well. He prophesies that the Lord will use 

Assyria, Babylon, and the Medes to execute His purposes, and afterward judge each of these along 

other nations, bringing them to desolation because of their sins.  

 

2. The Babylonian Period (chapters 40-66) - Isaiah exhorts an afflicted people to have faith and 

patience. He describes the salvation and future blessings to come upon the true Israel of God. 

Though Isaiah did not live during the period of Babylonian captivity, through inspiration he was 

able to speak words of comfort to those who would experience that difficult time of Israel's history.  

This book is divided up in many ways.  It can also be divided up into three parts:  

1) Prophetic/both Israel and Gentile nations – mostly Assyria (1-35) 

a. 1-12:6 Prophecies concerning Judah & Jerusalem 

b. Prophecies against Gentile nations (13:1-27:13) 

c. Divine judgments, deliverances, and Woes (24-33) 

d. Future of the Gentile nations and Israel (34-35) 

i. Within c & d, we have Prophecies of Ephraim and Judah (28-35) 

2) Historic Parenthesis – the reign of Hezekiah (36-39:8) 

a. Sennacherib’s Invasions and Hezikiah’s illness 

3) And Messianic, especially the deliverance of the remnant of Israel. 

 

 

GENERAL OUTLINE1 

 

I. THE ASSYRIAN PERIOD - CONFLICT AND VICTORY (Isa 1 to Isa 39) 

 

A. PROPHECIES CONCERNING JUDAH AND JERUSALEM (Isa 1 to Isa 12:6) 

B. PROPHECIES CONCERNING THE NATIONS (Isa 13 to Isa 27:13) 

C. DELIVERANCE FOUND NOT IN EGYPT, BUT IN THE LORD (Isa 28 to Isa 35:10) 

D. HISTORICAL INTERLUDE (Isa 36 to Isa 39:8) 

 

II. THE BABYLONIAN PERIOD - HOPE FOR TROUBLED TIMES (Isa 40:1 to Isa 66:24) 

A. THE ONE TRUE GOD VERSUS IDOLS (Isa 40 to Isa 48:22) 

B. THE LORD'S SERVANT WILL BRING SALVATION THROUGH VICARIOUS SUFFERING (Isa 49 to Isa 

57:21) 

C. THE FUTURE GLORY FOR GOD'S PEOPLE, THE NEW ZION (Isa 58 to Isa 66:24)   
 

1 
Executable Outlines, Copyright © Mark A. Copeland, 2003 
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